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This council year has been busy for us and, as we are still
under strength, it is greatly to the credit of our councillors
that we have achieved what we have. I am grateful to my
fellow Councillors for choosing me as their Chairman for
another year. It has been a privilege. I would like to thank
wholeheartedly our Vice Chairman, Kathryn Crockett and
the four other councillors, Jo Eales, Peter Harvey, Janet King
and Nick Forknell for their work on behalf of the community.
Sadly, Paul Clarke, who was a councillor for around ten
months, has resigned due to pressure of work. In the short
time he was with us he became well known for his activities
around the parish, and we thank him for the enthusiasm with
which he carried out his duties. Although he may no longer
be a councillor, we know that he will still be working for the
community in his other roles.
However, the Council still needs three Councillors to
get back to full strength. See the appeal below for more
information on the role of Parish Councillor.
Finally, special thanks must go to Helen Doherty, our
executive officer. She ensures that the decisions of the
Council are carried out with efficiency and good humour.

Councillors needed!!!
It seems that in the Annual report every year we make
an appeal for new councillors to come forward – but
without really explaining what is involved – and the word
councillor can sound rather daunting! The parish of Lickey
and Blackwell comprises four
wards, Lickey Monument, Lickey
Grange, Linthurst and Shepley.
There should be two councillors
representing each ward, and
three in Linthurst (which is most
of Blackwell), which has the
largest population. We are now
operating with six, rather than
the full complement of nine.
We particularly need better
representation from Blackwell
and Shepley.
The Parish Council is not political – it is simply a body of
residents who want to maintain the quality of life enjoyed
in this parish. We mow and maintain land which would
otherwise become unkempt, such as Greenfield Bank, and
provide some of the things which make the area more
attractive, such as planters and Christmas trees. We have a
budget, paid by you through your council tax and strive to get
value for money in all that we do. We don’t need particular
skills or knowledge, but simply an interest in where you live,
along with a few spare hours each month. Please get in touch
for an informal chat.
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In the year ending 31st March 2013 the precept was
unchanged for the third year at £43,156. These accounts
have been audited by both internal and external auditors,
and we are required to report them to you.
Tree planting - Country Park Pools, March 2014

LICKEY AND BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Summary Receipts and Payments Account 2012/13

Challenges
By now we are all aware of the cuts that the county and
district councils are facing. We hope to be able to alleviate
shortfalls in provision where it is possible. This year we have
allocated funds to reinstate a bridge at the Old Rose and
Crown pools. Birmingham City Council has spent around
£150,000 on the area repairing the dam, improving drainage
and removing silt. Unfortunately, the pools were in worse
shape than thought and required much more stone work.
The result looks very attractive. But funds ran out. The
area is well used by young families and those with limited
mobility. So to enhance their walking experience and as a
thank you for the improvements, we contributed funds for
a replacement bridge which will we hope be in place by the
time you read this.

2011/2012
£
64,734
105
48
1,298
2,400
1,120
69,705

He brought many skills to the council – as an
accountant he was ever watchful of the councils
expenditure. His hobbies of walking, country and
western music and sailing – he was a fully qualified
RNLI Instructor, enabled him to bring to our debates
and decisions commercial and practical considerations.
I had known John for some 30 years both during
employment and in retirement. He was someone
you listened to and took note. In council debates John
would listen to the opening comments and debate,
and the chair would then turn to John knowing that his
may well be the final opinion on the subject. John was
a highly respected councillor and individual.
The Parish Council missed his contributions when he
left the council and I will miss his friendship.
Ron Brown, Past Chairman
–Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council

Precept
Cemetery, recreation grounds and litter picking
Interest received
VAT Refunds
Lengthsman
Other income

2012/2013
£
21,578
0
58
1,926
2,662
4,640

TOTAL

30,863

PAYMENTS

John Cawthen – a tribute
John was elected to the Parish Council in 1999 having
been a regular member of the group of locals attending
council meetings. He did not stand for re-election at
the end of term but, as before, he continued to attend
council meetings.

RECEIPTS

5,548
10,473
10,461
510
4,044
2,920
5,286
1,110

General administration
Salaries & staff expenses
Play areas and open spaces
Donations and grants
Highways/litter picking
Cemetery maintenance
Newsletter
VAT paid

6,551
9,633
9,975
338
6,770
4,180
5,049
1,920

40,352

TOTAL

44,416

£29,353

Surplus/(Deficit)

-£13,552

The above statements represent fairly the financial position of the Council for
the year ended 31st Mach 2013

Approved
by the council
on _________________________
The content
of this
Annual Report relates to_____
activity
Date
S
i
g
n
e
d

S
i
g

during
the year ending 31st March 2014. The accounts for this
period have not been audited but the information below
relates to this year. The audited figures will appear in the
Annual Report in April 2015.

The Parish Council continues working to maintain and
improve the environment. Our main responsibilities include
the Lickey Cemetery extension mowing and other small
areas around the Parish; surveying and maintaining footpaths;
High House Wood and Greenfield Bank maintenance; litter
picking and planters.
We have planted snowdrops under the hedge around St
Catherine’s Church and plan to plant more bulbs ‘in the
green’ this spring. We will also plant wild flowers in the
Cemetery Extension this spring. Special thanks to Jane
Banner for supplying the plants and for her valued advice.
We have refurbished the bus shelter on Rose Hill – windows
were repaired, a coat of paint and the vegetation was cut
back. We plan to have all our shelters swept regularly.
The area around the War Memorial was improved. The
laurel hedge has been cut back and surrounding trees pruned
or taken out where appropriate. We are intending to have
the Memorial refurbished when the weather improves.
The Parish Council would like to thank all those people, paid
or otherwise, for their valued work around the parish.

Litter and Dog Waste Bins
Bromsgrove District Council are
starting to remove some dog waste bins
where they share a site with a regular
bin. Often the dog waste bins overflow
whilst the litter bin stands empty. When
taken to the depot it is all put in the
same pile, so now, many places will
have a single bin for general use.
We are first parish in the district to have
the smart new multi purpose bins on
Linthurst Newtow, Blackwell.
No better way to highlight the perennial
problem of discourteous dog owners is this letter from one
of our younger residents, Libby Hick aged 10 years.

The regular higher cost activities carried out by the
council, such as maintenance of play areas, open
Responsible Finance Officer
spaces and the cemetery extension, litter picking
and the newsletter have been carried out as usual,
but at reduced cost resulting in savings that have
allowed us to do a little extra.
These include: planting more bulbs around the Parish
replacing the footbridge at the renovated Rose and
Crown pools refurbishing the Old Birmingham
Road bus shelter and extra grants to local causes.
We have also invested in a permanent Christmas
tree at Blackwell, which although cost more this
year, should save money in future years.
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Leisure

The Social Services and Communications group has
responsibility for the provision of services which improve
parish life for our residents. It leads on issues such as
local transport, leisure facilities, police matters and liaising
with our local schools and ensures that the parish council
communicates effectively with local residents.

Engaging Residents
Bringing people together is certainly not exclusive to the
parish council and we are grateful for the good work being
done by our village shop, Blackwell Club, the Blackwell
Festival group, PTAs, churches, WIs, older people’s
luncheon clubs and to the many residents who simply look
out for their neighbours.
The poem by Parish Poet-in-Residence, James Smith, speaks
of this neighbourliness, an increasingly valuable community
asset in our busy world.

The Gate
qr

There is a gate
Between our two gardens
Which ties these worlds together,
Which lets our twin airs through.
Wooden slats put up less guard
Than prickled hawthorn hedge and wall.
When we moved in
It was in place,
Establishe d, resolute,
Opening an entry on the past
Which must have been couched
In so much collabora tion.
Who placed it?
I cannot guess,
And what caused this conduit valve
I do not know
And neither, in their innocence
Do my neighbou rs,
Having only moved here
Just a year or so before,
Though they had wondered .
But to see such a thing
Survives, still echoing
With distant voices of friendship
Lifts my spirit.
There is somethin g here to open out,
To nurture, to revive.

k8k

James Smith, Poet in Residence
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The younger children’s play area in St Catherine’s Rd, which
we maintain and check for safety, continues to be popular
as does the Lickey Hills Country Park, through Birmingham
City Council, which attracts many visitors both local and
from outside the parish. During 2013, the parish council
met representatives of our local church and we have
agreed to support a church initiative to provide a play area
at Trinity Centre should this go ahead.
A self-help mothers and toddlers group meeting on
Wednesday mornings started during the year at Blackwell
Methodist Hall, which is also the evening venue for keep fit
classes for 50+ years, Aikido, and Blackwell all age table
tennis club. The parish council welcomes applications from
local groups for small amounts of funding and was pleased
to give £200 during the year to Blackwell Festival organising
group, which put on a wonderful event in July, inviting us all
to ‘Blackwell-on-Sea’. The beach, complete with Punch and
Judy, the ‘sea’ with Zorba balls, ‘On the Beach’ Café run by
our WI and competitions (the knobbly knees competition
was unforgettable) all contributed to a great afternoon and
we look forward to the 2014 Festival, which is now being
planned.

Our young people
The parish council would like to establish a Youth Parish
Council and would welcome expressions of interest from
13 to 18yrs olds who live locally. Clent Youth Council has
been particularly successful in making improvements to its
skate park and in organising a survey around school parking
issues. We can arrange a visit to meet with Clent for anyone
who might be interested.
This is from a teenager in the parish
I have put myself forward for the proposed Youth
Parish Council as I’m interested in getting a better
understanding of how local politics is run and
the influence that the parish council has on the
community. I am hoping it will give me an opportunity
to voice my views about how I think the area can be
improved, especially for the younger generation. For
someone, like myself, who is thinking about university
courses and applications, the youth parish council will
show a willingness to get involved in activities that
are not organised by school, and it might also provide
an insight into what life will be like in the workplace.
Tom Beattie

Facebook
During the year the parish council set up a facebook page,
which is proving useful as a message board but it does need
more residents to like it, please.
The site can be found at;
www.facebook.com/lickeyandblackwellpc.

Transport
This year has been very disappointing in some ways and very
encouraging in others. Worcestershire County Council, whilst
maintaining to date its 2011 level of bus services in our area,
needs to severely reduce its bus subsidies (the amount paid
from the public purse to private bus operators allowing them
to keep fares as low as possible). A public consultation between
November and January had a huge response from worried bus
users (and future users) and we organised a residents’ meeting
to allow County Cllr. Kit Taylor to hear the concerns of 145, 181
and 182 service users - see Residents' Meeting below.
Cllr. Kit Taylor - Transport Event

Residents’ Meetings
• June – Best Front Garden

• December – Christmas Events

The prize giving for our annual Best Front Garden
competition was held at Holy Trinity Church. Former
councillor Keith Woolford presented shields, medals and
garden vouchers to our worthy winners and wild flower
seeds donated by a winner to all. It is good to report that these
are now plug plants ready to be planted in the churchyard
extension as part of our parish wildflower project. The
2014 BFG competition will be judged during the first two
weeks in July when every front garden will be viewed.

Involved the Christmas Tree Lighting concert event at
Lickey and the Blackwell Lights On ceremony before the
school Christmas Fair. For the first time we met at our new
permanent tree, St Catherine’s Church.

Small Front Garden winner 2013

• October – Neighbourhood Plan
Lickey residents met to hear Cllr. Mary Green of
Alvechurch Parish Council speak about the Neighbourhood
Plan process. Since then several more meetings have given
residents some insight into the plan, which our parish is
now undertaking. See Neighbourhood Plan item, P. 6.

• January – Transport
A packed meeting heard from residents needing to use bus
services for medical services, banks and post offices, elderly
family members and for shopping locally and in Birmingham.
Consultation responses are being analysed at County Hall
and we are assured that there will be no service changes
until September but then we may expect revisions to the
present timetable. The PC knows how important these
services are to an important minority of residents and will
do all we can to retain them. More passengers would reduce
the subsidy of £1.66 per passenger journey on the 145.

Cllr. Mary Green - Tea & Talk

• February – Over 60s Residents’ Tea & Talk
Barnt Green Cricket Club played host to our annual
residents’ tea and talk event, our speaker was again Cllr.
Mary Green. The residents who attended gave their views
on the good and bad things about our parish, and completed
☞
questionnaires giving us their valuable ideas.
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The Lickey Reservoir

Marlbrook Tip Update
The delayed public meeting was finally held on February
10, 2014. Bromsgrove District Council has not made an
enforcement order as their requirements contradicted
what the Environment Agency (EA) wanted, and this had
greater legal power. The EA panel engineer had issued the
owner, Liberty Construction, with an order to make the
site safe in March 2013 with 12 months to comply. This
required a 30cm top layer of restoration soil and involving
over 400 lorries per week for about six months. There was
no system proposed to oversee this work. No work has
yet started.
The reason that the EA was involved is because part of the
site was defined as a reservoir and dam in 1993, though this
definition is hotly disputed by local residents. Altogether, it
was an unsatisfactory meeting, with most issues remaining
unresolved. Unsurprisingly, many expressed frustration at
the whole process.
At BDC’s Council Meeting on February 26th a proposal
was moved by the Labour group to have a public inquiry
to explore fully what went wrong and to re-establish
confidence in the Council. Cllr. Kit Taylor, Portfolio
Holder for Planning, conceded that the Council had been
incompetent in its handling of this issue, but proposed an
amendment that a local inquiry be held instead, consisting
of a panel of councillors and residents, which would be
cheaper and quicker. This amendment was passed.
The PC is willing to play its part in this local inquiry, though
we do have doubts as to whether it will achieve its aims.
We have tried to represent residents’ views, but it is clear
to us that there is no consensus on what should happen.
Some residents want no further lorries; some want the
original agreed levels to be reinstated; and most want the
site to be made safe and attractive. However, along with
our residents, we are in agreement in expressing our great
disappointment in the way the matter has been handled by
the District Council, and the fact that the owner seems able
to act with impunity. If the new local inquiry redresses these
issues, and prevents another local community elsewhere
suffering at the hands of Liberty Construction, it will be
worthwhile.
For details see:
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/
planning/planning--issues.aspx

Police Matters
Inspector Sarah Corteen is now Safer Neighbourhood
Inspector for the Bromsgrove area. Sarah comes with a lot
of experience in a number of policing areas and we look
forward to working with her.
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We are are consulted on every planning application
within the parish. So far this year we have reviewed 42
applications, primarily for home improvements, from loft
conversions to extensions to add bedrooms, bathrooms
and gyms, orangeries replacing old conservatories and even
pool houses. We have not had any applications for multiple
dwellings, but several for new single or replacement
dwellings. Details of planning applications should be
displayed in close proximity to the site and all details can
be found on Bromsgrove District Councils website, in the
planning section, under ‘Public Access’.

Neighbourhood Plan
During 2013, your Parish Council have been active in gaining
views of local residents and forming a steering committee
in preparation for the task of formulating a Neighbourhood
Plan. This plan is the means by which local residents can
have some say in guiding policies for future development,
regeneration and conservation in their area.
We started asking for your opinions at the ‘Blackwell-bythe-Sea’ event in the summer, then from two Resident’s
forums held in October. From the Lickey and St. Catherine's
WI groups, the Lickey Hills Local History Group and at the
recent over 60s Residents Tea & Talk Party.
There were a wide variety of views and opinions expressed
on many issues and we need to reach more of our residents
to establish what are the key things that should concern us
when looking to the future. To this end you should find a
simple questionnaire delivered to you with this Newsletter.
Please consider the questions carefully and send your
answers back to us so that the Neighbourhood Plan Group
can carefully consider what you feel about your locality.
The Neighbourhood Plan Group has grown this year as
we have considered the position of Lickey and Blackwell in
the locality. We realised that we couldn’t act on your behalf
in considering policies for future development without
taking into account the needs and intentions of surrounding
communities. We have, therefore, asked the neighbouring
parish of Cofton Hackett and residents from Burcot village
to join with us in driving this local initiative forward.
We are also in discussion with the Neighbourhood Plan
committee from Barnt Green Parish Council in order to
ensure that we present a cohesive and relevant plan to the
Inspectorate that will have lasting benefits for the ‘way of
life’ in our community.

Issues related to the roads are often a source of concern to
residents and frequently crop-up in discussions. Speeding
traffic is seen as a perennial problem and it’s interesting
to note that moving our “Vehicle Activated Sign” (VAS) to
various locations in the Parish seems to have had an effect.
The number of ‘hits’ , that is vehicles exceeding the set speed
limit, seems initially quite high, but soon decreases and then
stabilises at a lower level. So the sign does seem to have an
effect on curbing some offenders!

‘Parking’ in
Lickey

We are currently evaluating the use of a “Speed Indicating
Device” (SID) which shows the actual speed of an approaching
vehicle. This is felt to have more of an effect than just a
flashing warning of the set limit. If the evaluation indicates
a positive result, we will consider buying such a sign and
locating it in a prominent position on Old Birmingham Road.
Reports of potholes are common, during the winter months
especially. Certainly, there were a number of potholes
‘created’ during the cold weather at the start of the year
and dealt with by WCC. This winter has not seen such harsh
weather so the incidence of holes needing repair is lower
than previously. It is pleasing to see that the online reporting
system is working well, if the recent repairs carried out on
Twatling Road are anything to go by. Greater concern this last
winter has been with the amount of water flowing onto the
roads and subsequent flooding of low-lying areas, together
with tree debris falling onto the roads and pavements. Our
Lengthsman, Ron Rand, has been kept especially busy lately,
clearing gullies and removing bits of trees, and less busy restocking the grit bins.
We’re particularly pleased this year to have made some
progress in improving the surface of the unadopted road
behind Holy Trinity Church, Lickey and the ‘lay-by’ sections
towards the top of Twatling Road. These improvements have
resulted from the addition of waste products from other
WCC Highways jobs being delivered to the two sites and
laid down to improve the surface. Proper ‘Re-Cycling’ taking
place in our Parish – and at no cost to us!
We’ve also been working to improve the pedestrian access
along Blackwell Road from Blackwell to Barnt Green which
has come about as a result of comments made during some
of our Neighbourhood Plan meetings throughout the year.
Our plan is the creation of a path along Blackwell Road
which will take place in a carefully phased manner. Initial
work will be to cut-back the hedging and undergrowth
along one side of the road to create a ‘Green Footway’,
between the end of Linthurst Newtown and the motorway
bridge. This should enable pedestrians to walk along the
roadside, off the actual road surface, in safety. Subsequent
action will involve adding kerbing to part of the roadway
near to Blackwell so as to create a defined path near the
existing bus stop. Consideration will be given to further
improvements to the surface of the footway if required.

We are currently sourcing quotes for this work, and as we
expect it to be a significant cost, would value any contact
from residents who walk, jog (or drive) along this stretch of
road, and think this is a good idea.
A problem which seems to have increased throughout the
year, is that of inconsiderate parking by drivers who are
taking children to school. The legal aspects of action against
this type of behaviour were recently explained to Councillors
by the local Police Community Support Officer, Mark Hyder.
Whilst acknowledging that a number of ‘offenders’ will not
see this publication, may we please remind all parishioners of
the possible serious consequences of inconsiderate parking,
for the safety and welfare of our school children. The Parish
Council will make serious consideration of any measures that
can be taken to reduce this problem in the future.

PC Burling, PCSO Wells & CEO Stokes - Old B'ham Rd, Lickey

Earlier this month (March) saw a concerted effort by local
authorities when Lickey was visited by PC Tim Burling and
PCSO Sarah Wells from West Mercia Police, together with
CEO Paul Stokes from Bromsgrove District Council. Whilst
parking offences are decriminalised, the police will issued a
polite ‘move-on’. However, it is a different matter with Paul.
He and fellow ‘Civil Enforcement Officers’ have one
objective – to enforce parking restrictions fully and
issue tickets. We will be seeing more of Paul as he
expects to make regular weekly return visits to Lickey.
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Blackwell Montessori Nursery

Blackwell and Burcot WI
There have been many highlights during the past year
for our 63 members, who meet at 2pm on the second
Wednesday of each month at Burcot Village Hall to hear
talks ranging from ‘Tales of a Zimbabwean Grandmother’
to ‘Prison or Community Service – You Decide’ and, in a
lighter mood, to enjoy music and demonstrations. Our 83rd
birthday meeting in October was very special with
a fashion show organised by Continental Exchange,
Barnt Green, and, of course, with WI members
modelling the gorgeous outfits. During the year we
raised a total of over £400 for ACWW (Associated
Women of the World) the WI movement’s official
overseas charity, which supports projects providing clean
water, education, health and business funding for women.
April 28th is designated ACWW Day and women take part
in sponsored walks all over the world. See back page for
our walk down to Barnt Green for lunch at The Victoria.
Come and join us (to register contact janet@kingfamily.
mail1.co.uk).
Visits to the theatre, days out by coach, the national AGM
in London (this year in Leeds!) where the chosen resolution
is debated and, if passed, becomes a campaign (SOS ie Save
Our Shops was the 2013 campaign), craft sessions and
skittles matches all add up to a great deal of fun. Come to
one of our Wednesday afternoon meetings and find out what
makes the WI the favourite women’s organisation in Britain.

Blackwell Festival Group
It all started with the ‘Party in the Park’ to celebrate William
and Kate’s Royal Wedding, which was followed in 2012 by
the Blackwell Olympics (just as much fun as the real London
Games for many of us).
Encouraged by these
successes the Blackwell
Festival Group took us all
to ‘Blackwell-on-Sea’ in
2013 and this year we are
planning a Party in the
Park, proposed for 28
June at the St Catherine’s
Road playing field.
The 2014 event will offer something for all age groups
and will include an It’s a Knock Out competition and
Blackwell’s Got Talent – so start getting into shape NOW.
It is rumoured that there may be an attempt to create a
record for the longest village Conga as we dance our way
into the Blackwell Book of Records. There may even be the
return of the best dressed picnic table! If you have ideas
or can contribute time on the day to make this event
another huge success, see: www.blackwellvillage.org.uk,
or Pete Hobbs and his team at: pete@hobbsnet.co.uk
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Our nursery provides early years education and out of school
care for children aged 2-12 years. We are registered with
Ofsted and the Montessori Schools Association. Montessori
education has a long history in Blackwell, over 25 years; and
is valued for being child friendly, promoting independence
and life skills. We want children to find learning enjoyable
and we recognise that children have a variety of talents
and enjoy working on different tasks at different speeds.
We are currently the only Montessori nursery in North
Worcestershire.
Give us a call on 07732 498 980 and come to look around to
see what makes us different.

High House Wood Management Team
Muddy paths aside, the HHW suffers little from the adverse
weather we now accept as our lot.
Now almost 10 years since the grant and formal set-up,
and although the future of these eight acres had been a
little uncertain, all now seems settled and the excellent
relationship we have with the owners allows the continued
maintenance programme.
Work on good access is achieved by keeping the rides/
paths open during the growing season and the sympathetic
cutting back and thinning of scrubs and trees.
The half a dozen or so mixed apple trees in the field do
not consistently bear fruit and we’ve taken samples to try to
identify the species.
Two of three information posts were vandalised but have
now been reinstated to benefit our visitors.
High House Wood won the Parish Councils ‘Most EcoFriendly Garden’ award for 2013 and along with the trophy
came a garden voucher from Fresh at Burcot. This has been
used to increase the number of installed bird and bat boxes.

HHWMT receiving the BFG 'most eco-friendly' 2013 Trophy

Other ‘houses’ have also been utilised to encourage four
legged wildlife. We are pleased with the progress in the wood
and are indebted to the support by our PC for this designated
‘Landscape Protection Area’, ‘Area of Great Landscape Value’
and ‘Green Belt’ status by Worcestershire County Council.

The Wassail 2014, Lickey Hills Country Park

Hillfield Animal Sanctuary

Lickey Hills Country Park

I have run the Animal Sanctuary on Greenhill for 34 years
and care for over 300 animals – mainly rescued from cruelty
or neglect. Due to the terrible weather, costs have soared
and I’m asking the community to make a donation to help
replace sheds damaged in the recent storms.
Do please consider making a donation, however
small by visiting: www.hillfields-animal-sanctuary.com
Lyn Tudor

Lickey Hills Country Park Rangers (or to give us our proper
title Northfield Hub Ranger Service) is part of Birmingham
City Council. We are part of a team that looks after and cares
for 54 parks across Northfield Constituency in addition to
the Lickey Hills (which is in Worcestershire). The country
park has well in excess of 500,000 visitors a year (we are the
busiest Countryside site in Worcestershire).
2013 has been a busy year and has seen much of our time
dominated by dealing with the twin issues of weather and
the outbreak of Phytophthora ramorum (a pathogen that
affects Larch, Bilberry and Rhododendron). Large areas of
these species have been cleared in an attempt to control
the spread.
Last year’s snows, heavy
rain, and high winds resulted
in a huge number of tree
failures which required a great deal of time to clear up and
make safe. On a positive note the Lickey Hills benefitted
from major improvement projects to the pools behind the
Rose and Crown Hotel and to the Visitor Centre car park.
In addition:
• we delivered 25 events attracting 1976 participants.
• worked with over 900 different volunteers from 22
volunteer groups
• hosted 37 different schools
We look forward to the challenges and opportunities that
2014 has in store.

Lickey Community Group
Originally formed fourteen years ago, LCG keep a weather
eye on local issues relating to improving and enhancing the
area on behalf of local residents in Lickey and Marlbrook.
Recent and on-going campaigns
include, flooding, parking, local
bus services and traffic. Probably
top of our list is the Marlbrook
Tip issue and the controversy
surrounding the apparent ability
to disregard planning consent.
And, the inability to monitor the
four times over-tipping – some
one million cubic meters.
Whilst instrumental in finally alerting Bromsgrove District
Council to the obvious shortcomings by the tip owner, we
remain active but frustrated.
Although flooding has occurred locally, this appears to be
not as bad as 12 months ago.
Our interests extend to having a representative on the
Lickey Hills Country Park Joint Consultative Committee.
Regular information is sent to members with news of local
interest and we are always looking for new members. We
hold our AGM in April which gives everyone a great chance
to meet their neighbours.
Details of membership and an application form can be found
on our website: www.lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions
This has been a busy year for us. We had
two guided walks, including one on Easter
Sunday which was well attended despite
the snow! We held three guided visits for
other geology societies and organised a Field
Research Day. We held a Discovery Day
jointly with the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and other
local societies in a marquee by the Visitor Centre.
☞
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We have had four practical sessions clearing litter and
vegetation to reveal important geological features at
Rubery cutting (pictured on cover), and at Rose Hill and
Barnt Green Road Quarries. This latter session revealed a
puzzling anomaly which has provoked much debate. We
have recently started work on a new site on Cofton Hill.
Our special thanks go to the Lickey Rangers, especially
Steve Hinton, whose help and enthusiasm make this work
possible.
The Geo-Champions aim to involve the local community
in the understanding and conservation of the key geological
sites on the Lickey Hills. We provide talks for groups and
schools covering the formation of the rocks and the history
of the quarries, as well as our work.
Details from lickeychampions@gmail.com

Lickey Hills Local History Society
Our monthly evening lecture season runs from
September to April. This season included talks on the
Nailer’s Cottage from Lickey End, Bromsgrove, River,
Canal and Flood in Kings Norton, Worcestershire
Railways, recent discoveries in Birmingham’s
archaeology and a special visit from Brother William, a
900 year old monk – looking very well for his age! The
Christmas meeting featured short talks by members
on their own research.
Last summer we visited the newly opened Hive in
Worcester. This year we plan to visit Hagley Hall following
this April’s talk on the Hall’s Gardens and Landscape. We are
also planning a special visit to the Old Rose and Crown to
look at the cellars.
In August we joined other local societies for a Discovery
Day with displays and guided walks.
Members are researching various topics, but this year we
are concentrating on The Great War of 1914-18 and how it
affected our local area. We are having a special exhibition on
the theme on the weekend of 13th -14th September at the
School Room, Warren Lane. If you think you can contribute,
please contact us at: info@lhlhs.org.uk, or 0121 453 4838

Lickey Hills Society
Another busy year for the Society. Meetings included:
‘Bromsgrove, the Lickey Incline and the Lickey Hills’ by
Edwin Gumbley; Mary Worsfold, BDC Conservation Officer,
spoke on ‘Protecting the Heritage – the
various heritage designations’; Rosemary
The
Lickey
Hills
Society
Winnall described ‘Life in the Wild Wood
www.lhs.org.uk Reg.Charity No.1000852
– the special wildlife in the Wyre Forest’;
Paul Wilkinson gave a talk on Wildlife in Canals; and at our
AGM Steve Hinton reported on ‘That was the year that was’
on the Country Park. In June Brian Draper led a coach trip
around the Middle Reaches of the river Severn.
Our practical sessions in the Country Park have included
heathland clearance, litter-picks, Himalayan Balsam
clearance, and tree planting.

10
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We have funded and built (with help from the Rangers)
three floating duck houses (picture on cover) and repairs to
the boathouse roof. A floating platform will soon be added.
We have equipped the Rangers with new bat detectors to
replace the ageing ones we had previously funded, along with
software to download the findings to their computers. We
have bought ten new information boards, funded by the late
Mr John Murdock legacy left to the Society. They will shortly
be erected at the main entrances to the Country Park.
More information from our website: www.lhs.org.uk

Lickey WI
We meet at 7.30pm the first Tuesday evening of each month
at the Trinity Centre. The only exception is in January when
we go for lunch at the Barnt Green Cricket Club. Last year
we enjoyed talks on the Housman Society, tales of local
hauntings, craft evenings, a silent auction and a talk from one
of our members on her world trip. One highlight was the
visit of a local skiffle group, who had us singing and dancing!
In August we had a lovely evening visit to a garden in
Weatheroak, who opened as part of the National Garden
Scheme. We enjoy trips out like to Boundary Mills and our
sister WI in Littleworth. After a book club talk by local
author Annie Murray we are reading The Women of Lilac
Street. A warm welcome awaits new members.
Contact President Mavis Drew 0121 445 5807
or www.lickeywi.moonfruit.com

Local Scouts
Within Lickey and Blackwell Parish we
have two active Scout Groups both
of which meet at the Scout hut on St
Catherine’s Road, (picture on cover),
Both run Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. Scouting is open to
all: boys and girls, young people and adults. It is a growing
movement which means that we can offer adults many
opportunities to get involved, even if you only have one
hour a month to spare.
Talk to us! www.1stblackwell.org.uk

St Catherine’s Blackwell WI
We are a friendly, informal group of ladies who meet on
third Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in The Wheel,
Blackwell. Speakers are welcomed to entertain us on a great
variety of interesting topics. Coming up soon are talks on
‘The Convenience of Travel’, ‘Medieval Gardens’ and ‘Tales
of a Zimbabwean Grandma’. In addition to our thriving craft
club we also have a culture club, a walking/lunch group, a
skittles team and a newly formed book club. Various trips
are organised throughout the year – locally as part of culture
club and also further afield. We are looking forward to a visit
to Hampton Court Castle, Herefordshire in the summer.
Visitors and new members are always welcome. Further
information please contact Jules Evans on 01527 576 251 or
email: stcatherineswi@aol.co.uk

Lickey and Blackwell Parish Councillors
Mrs Jill Harvey, chair
Lickey Monument Ward (p+c)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Kathryn Crockett, vice chair
Lickey Grange Ward (f)

344 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES

0121 445 5965

kc@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Ms Jo Eales
Linthurst Ward (e+h+p)

Pinfield House, Cherry Hill Road, Barnt Green B45 8LL

0121 445 5754

je@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Nick Forknell
Lickey Monument Ward (h+e)

40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE

0121 439 9324

nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Peter Harvey
Lickey Grange Ward (f)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

ph@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Janet King
Linthurst Ward (c+p)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 2802

jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

0121 445 1849

eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Vacant ~ Linthurst Ward
Vacant ~ Shepley Ward (1)

details from EO, below

Vacant ~ Shepley Ward (2)

Mrs Helen Doherty
Executive Officer
PC Groups:

environment

27 Blackwell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 8BT
•

finance

•

highways

•

planning

•

communications/social services

(group lead underlined)

for parish editorial matters contact the Executive Officer, above

B romsgrove Distric t Counc il
Council House, Burcot Lane, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AA

01527 873 232

www.bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk

Cllr. Dr. Brian Cooper, 6 Lord Austin Drive, Marlbrook, Bromsgrove B60 1RB – Marlbrook Ward

07711 014 820

Cllr. Mr Richard Deeming, 502 Groveley Lane, Cofton Hackett, B'ham B45 8UB – Hillside Ward

0121 445 3114

Cllr. Mr Stuart Dudley, Old Wharf Cottage, Brockhill Lane, Tardebigge, B'grove B60 1SL – Hillside Ward

01527 867 860

Cllr. Mr John Ruck, The Cottage, Top Road, Wildmoor, Bromsgrove B61 0RB – Marlbrook Ward

0121 457 8026

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, 22 Brickhouse Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4LX – Linthurst Ward

01527 879 339

b.cooper@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
r.deeming@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
s.dudley@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
j.ruck @
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
k.taylor@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk

01905 763 763

www.worcestershire.whub.org.uk

Worc estershire County Counc il
County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP

Cllr. Mrs Sheila Blagg, Nailers Cottage, 29 Whetty Lane, Rubery, B'ham B45 9DL – Woodvale Division 0121 460 1766

sblagg@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Peter McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, B'ham B45 9TP – Beacon Division

0121 453 9267

pmcdonald2@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, 22 Brickhouse Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4LX – Bromsgrove East Div.

01527 879 339

ktaylor3@worcestershire.gov.uk

01527 872 135

sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk

Age UK, 51 Windsor Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 2BJ

01527 570 490

www.ageuk.org.uk

Artrix Arts Centre, School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AX

01527 577 330

www.artrix.co.uk

Blackwell First School, St. Catherines Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1BN

0121 445 1622

www.blackwellfirstschool.com

Bromsgrove Library, Stratford Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AP

01527 575 855

www.acbromsgrove.org.uk

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 50 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0DD

01527 831 480

www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Lickey Hills Primary School, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8EU

0121 445 1992

www.lickeyhillsprimary.ik.gov

Neighbourhood Watch – Adrian Symonds, Community Volunteers Co-ordinator

01905 331 046

www.westmercia.police.uk

Parish Footpaths Warden – David Crockett

public footpath issues – contact Executive Officer

Parish Tree Warden – Mrs Topsy Hughes

0121 445 4944

Member of Parliament
Mr Sajid Javid MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Community Contac ts

Police, Blackwell – Bromsgrove Police Station, 17 The Crescent B60 2DF
Police, Lickey – Rubery Police Station, 164 New Road B45 9JA

101

topsyanna@live.co.uk
www.westmercia.police.uk

Rural Rides, 9 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7JJ

01527 879 290

www.wrvs.org.uk

Trinity Centre, 411 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES

0121 445 1425

www.lickeychurch.com

Worcestershire County Council Highways Dept – reporting potholes etc.

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/resident-home.aspx
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Mobile Library 2014

BLACKWELL AND BURCOT WI
We meet at 2pm on the second Wednesday at Burcot
Village Hall with an interesting programme of talks,
visits, crafts and sports
Apr 9 Policing Worcestershire by Supt. Kevin Purcell
Apr 28 Sponsored walk for ACWW. Meet 11am at
Lickey Hills Country Park Visitors Centre, Warren Ln
May 14 AGM and Resolutions meeting
Jun 11 Playing with CBSO by Karen O’Connor, oboist
Details: Vanessa Jackson, president 447 9888.
BLACKWELL CONCERT BAND
Check out the band’s full concert schedule on their
facebook page.
To book the band contact Vicky Stock on 244 1662 or
e: stock.vicky@yahoo.co.uk
BLACKWELL FESTIVAL
Jun 28 (provisional) Party in the Park. Including: It’s
a Knockout and Blackwell’s Got Talent competitions,
refreshment stalls and, of course, a picnic. The playing
field, St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell
Details from Pete Hobbs, e: pete@hobbsnet.co.uk
www.blackwellvillage.org.uk,
BLACKWELL FIRST SCHOOL
St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell B60 1BN
Apr 9 Easter Celebration in school - families welcome
Apr 14 - 28 Easter Holiday
May 26 - Jun 1 May Half Term Holiday
Details: 445 1622 www.blackwellfirstschool.com
BLACKWELL MONTESSORI NURSERY
Blackwell Methodist Hall, Greenhill 8am-6pm
provides early years education and out of school care
for children aged 2-12 years.
Mar 31 Open Day 9:30-11:30am, all potential
parents/carers are welcome to attend.
Apr 14 - 17 Easter Holiday Club for all children in the
community over 2 years old.
Info e: blackwellnursery@hotmail.co.uk 07732 498 980
www.blackwellmontessorinursery.co.uk
BLACKWELL SCOUT GROUP (1ST BROMSGROVE)
Both Blackwell and Lickey groups meet at the Hut, St
Catherine’s Rd., Blackwell. Open to boys and girls of
all interests and abilities.
• Beaver Scout Colony 6 – 8 years Thurs 6-7pm.
• Cub Scouts Pack 8 – 10½ years Weds 6:45-8:15pm
• Scouts Troop 10½ – 14 years Thurs 7:15-9pm
details: www.1stbromsgrove.org.uk/
• 1st Lickey Scout Group runs three sections on Tues.
details e: info@1stLickey.org.uk
• Explorer Scouts is organised at the District level and
1st Blackwell Scouts feed into the Shackleton Unit
based at Blackwell Court.
BLACKWELL CLUB
Linthurst Newtown
CAMRA Club of the Year 2013! This popular venue
available for hire, details and events: 445 2134
BLACKWELL TABLE TENNIS CLUB
Blackwell Methodist Hall, Thursday evening 7:30pm.
Three Tables & all equipment supplied – just turn up.
£1 (50p under 18 yrs) all ages & abilities are welcome.
Janet King, e: janet@kingfamily.mail1.co.uk
BROMSGROVE AND DISTRICT TWINNING
ASSOCIATION
Mar 28 Inter-town Quiz, The Rouslers Bar, Victoria
Ground, Bromsgrove Rd B61 0DR
Info/bookings: Roger Westbury, 447 7455
www.bromstwin.gov.uk

BURCOT GARDENING CLUB
7.30pm first Wednesday at Burcot Village Hall.
Apr 2 Friends & Foes in the Garden with Roger
Umpleby
May 7 Hanging Baskets and containers with Nikki
Gow of FRESH Garden Centre
Jun 4 Garden visit – tba.
FAIRTRADE BROMSGROVE
Apr 5 10-12:30 Fairtrade Fair and Eggstravaganza,
Bromsgrove Methodist Centre, 19 Stratford Rd, Town
Centre. Ride a bike to make your own smoothie, buy
fairtrade Easter eggs and gifts and see the winning
entries in the schools’ poster competition. Free entry.
FRIDAY BRIDGE CLUB
7pm each Friday at Burcot Village Hall.
Friendly competition, beginners and visitors welcome.
Gill Croft, 01527 401 019
KEEP FIT (50+YRS)
Monday evenings at Methodist Church Hall, Greenhill.
Details: Ann Gwynne.
LIBRARY SERVICE
• The ‘delivered to your door’ service operates in
our area. If you cannot visit a local library, contact
01905 822 722 to join or www.worcestershire.gov.uk
• Local Mobile Library Van – see above panel
• Rubery Library open Mon, Tues, Thurs and
Friday, various times. Reading club, e: ruberylib@
worcestershire.gov.uk 01905 822 722
LICKEY & BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Monthly meetings, are open to all residents with a
consultation period beforehand and an opportunity to
speak during the meeting.
Apr 7 8pm Parish Assembly, The Wheel, Blackwell
with cheese and wine
Helen Doherty, 445 1849
LICKEY AND BLACKWELL CHURCHES
• Common Thread Workshops
The Wheel, Blackwell, 2-4pm on first Sat except Aug.
Free demos and workshops in sewing,crochet and
knitting. Learn and socialise at the same time.
Contact Maggie Forknell 0121 439 9324
• Lickey Church Wednesday Fellowship
Trinity Centre, Lickey 1st and 3rd Wed 2:15-3:45pm.
Speakers, craft activities, quizzes, charity events for
Missions to Seafarers.
Contact Sandra Smith 445 1425
More info on church events contact Alison Rushton
0121 4456170, e: alisonjr59@hotmail.com
LICKEY COMMUNITY GROUP
Formed in 2000 by local residents keen to improve
the local area and community in Lickey & Marlbrook
The future of Marlbrook Tip and bus services are of
particular concern at present. Contact Mike Adams
e: mwadams@pipex.com
www.lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk
LICKEY HILLS ART SOCIETY
Longbridge Methodist Hall, Bristol Rd, Rednal, B45 9TY
(nr. Kidderminster Carpets). First Saturday each
month at 7.30pm. Visitors welcome.
Graham Wilson, 463 7097
e: enquiries@lickeyhillsartsociety.co.uk
LICKEY HILLS COUNTRY PARK
Visitor Centre, Warren Lane, Lickey B45 8ER 445 6036
• Park Events
Apr 15 Let’s Go Fly a Kite 11-1pm Make your own
kite & fly it – guaranteed! Small charge for materials.
Apr 17 Mini Beast Safari 11-1pm Build a bug house
to take home.

Apr 22 Den Building 11-1pm
Apr 25 Easter Eggstravaganza 11-1pm Are you a
crackpot inventor? Build your own egg transportation
device & see how far you can fly it down the hill intact.
May 4 International Dawn Chorus Day 4am-7:30am
– booking is essential.
May 27 & 30 Kids Half-Term Activities 11-1pm
Go wild in the woods. Booking is essential suitable
outdoor clothing should be worn.
Jun 21 Summer Wander 10:30am 8 miles walk to
Woodgate Valley, off road/hilly/uneven terrain plus
stiles/steps. Take good footwear & water/packed
lunch. Transport provided back. Booking essential.
All meet at the Visitors Centre
• Habitat Heros
Every Tuesday 10-2pm. Join our conservation
volunteer team, learn new skills. Tools & training
provided – booking essential
• Lickey Hills Geo-Champions
details from centre
www.birmingham.gov.uk/lickeyhills
LICKEY HILLS LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Trinity Centre, Lickey each second Monday at 7.30pm
Mar 18 Railways of Worcestershire By John Boynton.
Apr 15 The Gardens & Landscape of Hagley Hall, by
Joe Hawkins, Head of Landscape. Followed by a visit
in the summer, dates tbc
Subs: £15pa, visitors: £3 per meeting.
George Gascoyne, 453 6320 www.lhlhs.org.uk
LICKEY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8EU
Mar 21 Sport Relief Day. Dress as your favourite
sports person!
Mar 27 Mother’s Day Tea & Cakes Social for all our
Mums and Grandmas. 3:20pm
Mar 28 Year 6 Democracy Day.
Term times & events:
445 1992 www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk
LICKEY HILLS SOCIETY
Meet Mondays 7.30pm at Trinity Centre, Lickey
practical work – visitors welcome.
Apr 26 Spring Litter Pick – 10am Visitor Centre.
Jun 7 Himalayan Balsam Bash – 10am Visitor Centre
2014 programme: Baden Carlson e: info@lhs.org.uk
LICKEY WI
Meet at Trinity Centre, Lickey at 7.30pm first Tuesday
Theatre/cinema visits, skittles and bowling matches.
2014 programme: www.lickeywi.moonfruit.com
LICKEY WINE AND SOCIAL CIRCLE
Burcot Village Hall 8pm last Thursday. Talks, quizzes,
games, themed evenings and making your own wine.
Sheila, 445 5436
MIXED AEROBICS AND FITNESS
Every Wednesday at 7pm at Blackwell Methodist Hall.
The fun way to keep fit £3.50pp.
Richard Daley, 07957 419 389
ROSEHILL FLOWER ARRANGEMENT SOCIETY
Trinity Centre, Lickey 2pm second Monday.
Demonstrations and refreshments – visitors welcome.
2014 programme: Belinda Winroope, 447 7477
ST CATHERINE’S, BLACKWELL WI
The Wheel, St Catherine’s at 7.30pm third Thursday.
Varied programme of talks, craft projects and visits.
2014 programme: Jules Evans 01527 576 261
YOGA AND MEDITATION CLASSES
Yoga: Mon & Wed 7pm; Learn to Meditate: Mon
8.30pm at Blackwell First School and Wed 12.45 at
Barnt Green Scout & Guide Centre.
Sally Wall, 07903 663 085

Further information on parish activities can be found on our website. Whilst every effort is made
to ensure accuracy, the PC and its councillors disclaim all liability for damages arising from
information supplied and recommend checking with the relevant group.
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Orchard Croft, Barnt Green
Tuesday 1.55 - 2.20pm
then Rednal Social Club, Cofton Hackett
2.30 - 3pm
1 & 22 Apr, 13 May, 3 & 24 Jun and 15 Jul
stops at

