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How to Comment on this Document 

 

Have your say on your emerging Neighbourhood Plan. 

There are several ways to view this document and let us know your thoughts. 

 

Websites 

This Issues and Options document can be downloaded from the websites of 

Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council http://www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org/ 

and Cofton Hackett Parish Council http://coftonhackettpc.org/parish-

council/ along with a Questionnaire for completion. 

 

Consultation Events 

Please come along to one of our consultation events to find out more:  

Saturday 1st October 

10am-12 noon The Trinity Centre, Lickey 

1-3pm  Cofton Hackett Village Hall, Barnt Green Road 

4-6pm  The Wheel, Blackwell  

 

Wednesday 5th October 

6-8pm  The Wheel, Blackwell  

 

Hard copies 

Hard copies are available from the Clerk to Lickey and Blackwell Parish 

Council by email to eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Or can be collected from Parish Office. 

 

This consultation will run up until 14th November 2016. 

http://www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org/
http://coftonhackettpc.org/parish-council/
http://coftonhackettpc.org/parish-council/
mailto:eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org
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1.0 Introduction and Background 

1.1 The two Parishes of Lickey & Blackwell, and Cofton Hackett are located south of the City of 

Birmingham, and within Bromsgrove, close to the M42 and M5 motorways.  The area is 

largely protected by Green Belt, with the small residential settlements of Blackwell, Lickey 

Hills and Cofton Hackett inset within the Green Belt.  Barnt Green is regarded as the large 

settlement and it is the commercial and medical hub with a rail station, but actually it has a 

smaller population than Lickey & Blackwell.  The Lickey Hills Country Park runs 

approximately north / south through the area, and part of the Longbridge redevelopment 

site lies within the boundary to the north. 

1.2 Lickey & Blackwell Parish had a population of 4,058 in 2011 and Cofton Hackett had a 

population of 1,893(before the new development), giving a total of 5,951 for the area 

(Neighbourhood Statistics, 2011).  The two Parishes extend over 1290 ha. 

1.3 In December 2013 the two Parish Councils decided to work jointly to prepare a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) to guide new development in the area.  NDPs are a 

new type of planning policy document, introduced in the Localism Act 2011, and are 

prepared by Parish Councils and some other relevant bodies, in close consultation with local 

residents and stakeholders.  NDPs have to be in general conformity with the local strategic 

planning framework (in this area provided by Bromsgrove District Council) and take account 

of national planning policies provided in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and 

they have to promote sustainable development.  They sit alongside the national and local 

authority policy documents and provide part of the local planning policy framework to guide 

decisions about development.  They can include both planning policies and site allocations. 

1.4 The process for preparing a NDP is complex and lengthy, and there are a number of key 

steps.  These are set out in Figure 1 below: 

 

1.5 Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett Parish Councils applied for designation as a 

neighbourhood area on 1st July 2014 and the designated neighbourhood area was approved 
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by Bromsgrove District Council on 13th October 2014.  The designated neighbourhood area is 

shown on Map 1. 

Map 1 Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett Designated Neighbourhood Area 

Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council (Licensee) License No. 0100054572 
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1.6 Since the area was designated, a steering group of parish councillors and interested local 

residents from both Parishes has met regularly to oversee the preparation of the NDP.  From 

the beginning of the plan preparation process there has been a strong intention to engage 

and consult with as many local people and stakeholders as possible.  So far, several informal 

consultation events have taken place.  These include: 

 Informal public consultation including July 2014 and 2015 Blackwell Festivals.  

Mainly asking the question “What do you like and dislike about your neighbourhood?”; 

 Residents’ meetings in October 2014 and 2015 with a simple questionnaire; 

 A questionnaire to Lickey & Blackwell Residents in April 2014; 

 Same questionnaire to Cofton Hackett residents in summer 2014. 

1.7 A number of key themes have emerged from this consultation process: 

 Appreciation for the green and leafy environment and rural/semi-rural character; 

 Concerns about the impact and design of new development and need to use the Village 

Design Statement for Lickey & Blackwell; 

 The need to protect and improve local community facilities; 

 Concerns about traffic volume and speed, parking, bus services and the need for 

improved broadband and mobile phone signals in parts of the Parish. 

1.8 This Issues and Options document has been prepared to draw out the main planning policy 

related issues from the above themes and to suggest possible planning policy options for 

addressing them. 

1.9 The document is published for informal public consultation until 14th November 2016. 
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2.0 A Portrait of Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett 

Lickey & Blackwell - Parish Description 

2.1 The Lickey Hills run from Rubery down to Barnt Green and are the last line of hills stretching 

along the western side of the Midlands Plateau. Evidence of a Roman road and subsequent 

Norman dwellings exist together with a number of Nailers’ cottages dating from the 

Industrial Revolution. Several houses have Mediaeval foundations eg Twatling Farm, and are 

still lived in. What is now known as Blackwell was noted in the Domesday Book as Lindearde, 

which later became Linthurst. 

2.2 The construction of the Birmingham to Gloucester Railway had a profound effect on the area 

in the 19th century making it popular for the homes of prominent Birmingham industrialists 

including the Cadburys (chocolate), Oslers (glass), Mitchells (pens) and Brookes (saddles), as 

well as a multitude of professionals. 

2.3 The Parish is effectively split into two parts: firstly, a ribbon development roughly following 

the line of the Rednal to Bromsgrove road (Lickey) and, secondly a village to the south of the 

Parish (Blackwell). Between these two are mainly straight residential roads with large houses 

built at low density. The Parish contains a total of about 1,650 homes, three schools (one 

residential for Birmingham City Council) and two churches (one for each area). There is some 

commercial activity including one shop, one garage, a petrol station, a smallholding with 

farm shop, a conference centre, two hotels and three residential homes for the elderly. A 

small number of commercial businesses are home-based and an increasing number of 

residents conduct businesses from home.  

Cofton Hackett – Parish Description 

2.4 Cofton Hackett is a small and hilly parish, covering an area of 1,299 acres.  Bilberry Hill (800 

ft) and Cofton Hill (800 ft), both part of the Lickey Hills, bound Cofton Hackett to the west.  

The village is situated about 9 miles south-west of the centre of Birmingham on the eastern 

slopes of the Lickey Hills.  The village is small and scattered and comprises some 700 

dwellings with an electorate of 2,100 persons. 

2.5 A settlement was evident here from about 300 years before the Domesday Book and the 

area still contains a number of sites and buildings of historical interest.   

2.6 Although there is no obvious village centre, there are two distinct areas of shops including a 
post office, public house and restaurant, fast food outlets, other services and a large car 
showroom. 

 
2.7 There is a church and a manor house (Cofton Hall) down a long cul-de-sac. Although the area 

contains a number of pre-Georgian houses, the majority of dwellings are almost entirely 
private houses built since the First World War.  

 
2.8 Some commercial development has occurred in recent years and areas associated with the 

development of the ex-Austin/Rover site of Longbridge has brought a number of new houses 

into the Parish, such that the population is set to double within the next 5 years. 

Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett Neighbourhood Plan Area 

2.9 Both Cofton Hackett and Lickey & Blackwell share a boundary with the local commercial 

centre of Barnt Green.  The wooded area known as Lickey Hills Country Park is shared by 
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both Parishes, even though it is under the control of Birmingham City Council, having been 

bequeathed to the city for recreational purposes.  Thus both Parishes contain a large 

percentage of woodland, are surrounded by Green Belt, have easy access to the motorway 

network and provide a pleasant semi-rural home environment for many commuters and 

retired people.  The commonality of the Country Park, as well as the similarities of the 

housing, together with adjacent geographical location, make the case for a united approach 

to the preparation of a Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

                Rose Hill Quarry 
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3.0 Draft Vision and Objectives 

Draft Vision 

Our Vision for the Parishes for the next 15-20 years is to maintain and enhance the quality 
of life for all sections of the community, ensuring that the Parishes retain their rural 
character. 

To achieve this Vision, the NDP has the following Objectives: 

 

1. We will protect the built, historical and natural environment ensuring that our green spaces 

and the Green Belt are protected.  

2. We will not allow any coalescence of individual settlements eg building on land between 

Barnt Green and Cofton Hackett or Shepley and Lickey Grange wards. 

3. We will promote nature conservation and protect areas of special environmental value. 

4. We will allow sustainable economic and social growth and development and will seek to 

enhance facilities for all local people in order that the community can take further 

advantage of a full social and active life style. 

5. We will oppose large, major unsustainable housing developments within the Parishes that 

are out of scale and character to the area. 

6. We will support developments of modest size that maintain and enhance our built 

environment and meet the aims of our vision for future generations. 

7. To ensure that our Parishes develop over the coming years we will support the local 

economy to expand by encouraging suitable small business and employment opportunities 

for people of all ages. 

8. We will constantly monitor transport, safety, service and infrastructure issues to ensure that 

our Parishes are a safe place to live. 

9. We will take forward the spirit of the Localism Bill in producing our Neighbourhood Plan 

embracing the concept of local distinctiveness that contributes to a sense of place and well-

being for the community and future generations. 
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4.0 Key Planning Issues and Policy Options 

4.1 Natural Environment 

 

View from Lickey Hills 

4.1.1 Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett are largely protected by the area’s location within the 

Green Belt and only very limited development is permitted.  The attractive countryside is 

highly valued by local residents and has a distinctive character, with rolling hills, pastures, 

woodlands and an extensive country park with a lake.  In the public consultations carried out 

in 2013 and 2014, comments included: “Keep Blackwell a village, leave green fields alone” 

and “Enjoy living in such a green and leafy area”.  The most “liked” aspects of living in the 

area included “green fields, rural aspect, Lickey Hills, woodland, open spaces and 

countryside”.  

 Geology of the Lickey Hills 

4.1.2 The most obvious landscape feature of our area is the Lickey Hills. The highest point is on 

Beacon Hill which is composed of Clent Breccia from the Permian period, 299 million years 

ago.  However, the most interesting area geologically is the north-south oriented ridge of 

older hills of Cambrian Lickey Quartzite – Cofton Hill, Bilberry Hill and Rednal Hill – which 

were laid down around 488 million years ago. There are two faults on both sides of these 

hills which have created the steep slopes on the east and west of the range. The original 

horizontal bed of Quartzite was pushed upward and folded into an anticline, an arched 

shaped fold. The Quartzite has been quarried for road stone for at least two centuries. The 

quarries in the area contain evidence of the tumultuous geological history of the Hills. Barnt 

Green Road Quarry in the Country Park has examples of faulting and rock folding including 

an impressive overfold. At the south end of the range there is a small outcrop of Pre-

Cambrian rock on private land. At the end of the Ice Age, 150,000 years ago, a melting glacial 

lake exploited a weakness in the Quartzite, creating the gorge between Rednal and Bilberry 

Hills. 
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Landscape Character 

4.1.3 The landscape character of the rural area is described in terms of landscape types in the 

Worcestershire Landscape Character Assessment Supplementary Guidance 20121 and 

includes: 

 Enclosed Commons 

Lickey & Blackwell is dominated by regular planned enclosure, which is particularly 

evident in the northern area west of Lickey Warren. Here the grid pattern of fields 

and relatively straight lanes suggest this was an area of once open grazed common 

which was enclosed during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  

 

The southern part of the Parish around Blackwell has a more irregular field pattern 

created over generations probably dating back to mediaeval land divisions. (from 

Lickey & Blackwell Historic Landscape outline statement by Adam Mindykowski, 

WCC Historic Environment team). 

 

 Principal Timbered Farmlands 

Rolling lowland landscapes with occasional steep sided hills and low escarpments. 

They have a small scale, wooded, agricultural appearance characterised by filtered 

views through densely scattered hedgerow trees. These are complex, in places 

intimate, landscapes of irregularly shaped woodlands, winding lanes and frequent 

wayside dwellings and farmsteads. Greenhill was predominately farmland as house 

names suggest eg New House Farm.  All are now residential dwellings rather than 

farm houses.  

 

 Principal Wooded Hills 

Upstanding, wooded landscapes with a sloping, in places steeply undulating 

topography, often on the edge of higher ground. These are landscapes of large, 

irregularly shaped ancient woodlands and wooded streamlines, typically forming an 

interlocking pattern with surrounding hedged fields. The flowing woodland cover is a 

key visual element within the landscape, resulting in a strong sense of unity and 

visual integration. 

 

The outstanding examples of this landscape type in our NDP area are the important   

Lickey Hills and the ancient woodland within it.  Owned and maintained by 

Birmingham City Council, the Lickey Hills County Park straddles the Parish Council 

areas of Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett. Its summit near Monument Lane is 

the highest point until the Ural Mountains to the east.  

 

A fine example of ancient woodland in Lickey is Pinfield Wood in the Lickey Hills 

Country Park (which itself has been designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value) 

where bluebells bring visitors from a wide area. The Lickey Hills is an important 

                                                           
1 Worcestershire County Council 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/file/4788/landscape_character_assessment_supplementary_guidan

ce 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/file/4788/landscape_character_assessment_supplementary_guidance
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/file/4788/landscape_character_assessment_supplementary_guidance
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watershed with the Arrow flowing southward into the rivers Avon and Severn and 

streams flowing into the Rea on their way to the Trent and the North Sea. 

 

 Settled Farmlands with Pastoral Land Use 

These are small-scale rolling lowland, settled agricultural landscapes with a 

dominant pastoral land use, defined by their hedged fields. Hedgerow and 

streamside trees, together with those associated with settlement provide tree cover 

in a landscape with a notable network of winding lanes, scattered farms and clusters 

of wayside settlements. An example of this characteristic is Yew Tree Farm, 

Brookhouse Road near Mearse Lane, Lickey where dairy farming is still pursued 

although the thriving watercress industry ended many years ago.  

 

 Wooded Hills and Farmlands  

These are medium to large scale upstanding, wooded landscapes with a sloping 

topography and well defined character. The woods tend to occur as discrete blocks 

framing larger areas of enclosed fields. This characteristic can be seen at Linehouse 

Lane, Lickey Grange ward of Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council.  It is fair to say that 

each discrete settlement within the NP area is currently protected by farmland or 

former farmland, which is not built on and provides a buffer to coalescence of each 

residential area, a very necessary `green lungs’, providing a green vista at the 

entrance to villages and giving a rural feel to the area, which is so much valued by 

local residents (as described above).    

 

4.1.4 The north and south of Lickey & Blackwell Parish could not be more different in terms of 

landscape character and road infrastructure.  Lickey is served by the fairly wide straight Old 

Birmingham Road and Rose Hill linking Birmingham and Bromsgrove and following in parts 

the Roman road from Droitwich to Metchley.  Ribbon housing development along the road 

has led to a suburban character. Blackwell’s roads are much narrower and winding denoting 

their Mediaeval origins. Here the roads are mainly tree-lined and often without footways 

and some are quite difficult to navigate eg Greenhill which is a bus route where everyone 

stops for the 145 bus!  Access to Blackwell village is restricted by the narrow width of the 

entrance roads with a narrow rail bridge in the north (Linthurst Newtown) and the narrow, 

winding and quite steep Greenhill in the south.    

4.1.5 There is concern that the Parishes’ remaining green land, some still farmed but owned by 

developers, might disappear to bricks and mortar in the next 30 years if it cannot be 

protected. Our semi-rural parishes would become increasingly suburban. There are 

particular concerns about farmland at Yew Tree Farm and the quarry on Brookhouse Road 

and land on Linehouse Lane, which act as a buffer between Blackwell/Barnt Green and 

Lickey Grange/ Marlbrook.   Land on Old Birmingham Road, Lickey acts as a buffer between 

Lickey Hills and Lickey Grange/Marlbrook. On one side of the road this is the former 

Marlbrook Tip and on the other a smallholding, which could be at risk of development if not 

protected.  If housing were allowed along the smallholding site an important green gap 

along Old Birmingham Road would have been lost.   

4.1.6  It is important to note that the NDP cannot designate land as a `buffer’ of importance 

between different residential areas within the NDP area, as this is a function of the Green 

Belt which is a strategic matter in planning policy terms, and is the responsibility of 
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Bromsgrove District Council.  Green Belt is one of the strongest forms of protection against 

development in UK planning. 

4.1.7 However, the NDP can include planning policies to help protect the special landscape 

character of the area.  For example, planning policies can require development to protect 

and enhance areas of woodland, to include schemes using native species in hedgerows as 

boundary treatments and conserve and enhance tree cover along water courses.  Planning 

policies can also identify special views and areas where the landscape value is of particular 

significance due to its historic context, or in terms of the natural and built heritage assets, 

and encourage the area’s protection and enhancement. 

 

Bluebells in the Country Park 

Policy Option 1 
 
Should the NDP include a planning policy to protect and enhance local landscape 
character in Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett? 
 
This could include a requirement for development to include landscaping schemes 
which appropriate to the local landscape character type and for development to be 
sited and designed to enhance the distinctive characteristics of the local area. 
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Wildlife and Biodiversity 

 

Cofton Lake 

4.1.8 The Bromsgrove Green Infrastructure Baseline Report 20132 identifies a number of natural 

environment assets (in addition to landscape character as above) in the neighbourhood 

area.  These include: 

 Local Geological Sites at Kendal End Farm (inland outcrops) and Lickey Hill Quarry 

(quarry, disused) 

 Numerous Sites of Geological Interest in Lickey Hills Country Park 

 A Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Bittell Reservoirs (partly within the 

neighbourhood area) 

 Six Local Wildlife Sites at Spinneyfields off Monument Lane, Lickey; Green Hill off 

Spirehouse Lane, Blackwell; The Quarry, Brookhouse Road; Linthurst Road and two 

sites in the Lickey Hills Country Park. 

 

Lickey Hills Country Park contains important heathland presently being restored.  

Over 380 species of flowering plants, 350 species of fungi and 17 species of fern 

have been found at Lickey Hills so far.   

 

The tops of Bilberry, Cofton and Rednal Hills boast fine expanses of rare heathland, 

which is one of six Special Wildlife Sites within our NDP area. Unusually this is 

dominated by bilberry, a plant more typical of true upland areas. The woodlands 

here were planted less than 150 years ago.  

 

Pinfield Wood however is at least 400 years old and beech, oak, hazel, rowan and 

birch are common here. In the spring the whole area around the wood is covered by 

bluebells. Adding to the array of colour are white flowered wood sorrel, wood 

anemone, foxgloves, speedwells, stitchworts and buttercups. 

                                                           
2 http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/751926/GI-Baseline-Report-2013.pdf 
 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/751926/GI-Baseline-Report-2013.pdf
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Nearer to the Visitor Centre, over 70 species of tree are found in the arboretum 

including exotic pines, spruces, cypresses, redwoods, maples and birches along with 

beeches and oaks. 

 An area of Ancient Woodland at Pinfield Wood, part of the Lickey Hills Country Park, 

Cherry Hill Road within Lickey & Blackwell Parish area and near Barnt Green. Pinfield 

Wood provides a habitat for bluebells and bog-loving plants including nine very rare 

species and has been designated an Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland indicating that 

woodland has been present on this site for at least 400 years.  

  

Trees and Hedges 

4.1.9 Trees are an extremely important feature of much of the area and are described in both 

section 10.0 of the Village Design Statement and in a series of tree walks leaflets published 

and printed by Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council. In parts of the Parish the old pattern of ash 

next to oak along field boundaries can still be found and they are the basis of the natural 

landscape in the Parish (Village Design Statement). The Parish contains numerous trees 

which are protected by Tree Preservation Orders although some have been lost to 

development and all trees in Barnt Green Conservation Area are protected. Hedges are 

particularly at risk from development and their important function of maintaining the semi-

rural character of the Parish, which is becoming more suburbanised, cannot be overstated. 

Trees and hedges give attractive village entrances and provide protection from the M42 as 

well as providing habitats to a variety of wildlife. Much of the local hedging is of native 

species with hawthorn being particularly prevalent. Although this paragraph refers 

specifically to Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council’s Village Design Statement, the aim would be 

to give Cofton Hackett’s trees and hedges the same protection. 

4.1.10 Important local species and habitats identified in the Bromsgrove Biodiversity Action Plan3 

(BAP) include: Bats, Hay meadows, Acid grassland, Veteran Trees, Canals, Urban. Badgers 

are to be found at several sites throughout the NDP area.  

4.1.11 Development proposals in Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett may present opportunities 

to incorporate features such as roosting opportunities for bats, the installation of bird nest 

boxes or the use of native species in the landscape planting to support and enhance local 

biodiversity, encouraging green roofs and using sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). Care 

will always need to be taken by planning officers/members to ensure that badger setts are 

not disturbed.  

             Green Infrastructure 

4.1.12 Green infrastructure (GI) is the planned and managed network of green spaces and natural 

elements that intersperse and connect our cities, towns and villages. GI comprises many 

different elements including biodiversity, the landscape, the historic environment, the water 

                                                           
3 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental_policy/1155/biodiversity_action_pla
n 

 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental_policy/1155/biodiversity_action_plan
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental_policy/1155/biodiversity_action_plan
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environment (also known as blue infrastructure) and publicly accessible green spaces and 

informal recreation sites.  

4.1.13 Multi-functional green infrastructure is important to underpin the overall sustainability of a 

development by performing a range of functions including flood risk management, the 

provision of accessible green space, climate change adaptation and supporting biodiversity.   

  

Policy Option 2 
 
Should the NDP include a planning policy to promote a green infrastructure (GI) 
approach to new development in Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett? 
 
This could include identification of natural environmental assets such as Lickey Hills and 
a policy to protect and enhance these, through for instance, encouraging new 
development to include measures to protect and enhance local wildlife and habitats, 
provide recreational opportunities and incorporate measures to reduce any impacts on 
climate change. 
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4.2 Built Heritage and Design 

 

The newly extended Blackwell First School 

4.2.1 The neighbourhood area has a number of built heritage assets and a high quality residential 

environment.   Heritage assets include Lickey obelisk on Monument Lane, a restored 

Victorian/Edwardian horse trough, and our two churches (Holy Trinity, Lickey with good 

Victorian stained glass and memorials to famous former residents eg Lord Austin, Cadbury 

family and St. Catherine’s, Blackwell built in 1939, which is the last remaining church 

designed by architect Henry North, in Norwegian style). Throughout the area can be found 

listed buildings and examples of good Georgian and Victorian domestic architecture and 

farmsteads. The local materials were sandstone, wood and brick and there was for many 

years a brick works in Blackwell (Linthurst Newtown). An example of a Blackwell brick can be 

viewed at Avoncroft Buildings Museum, Bromsgrove.  

4.2.2 There are 6 listed buildings and scheduled monuments in Lickey & Blackwell Parish including 

Lickey obelisk, Twatling Farm, 19 Twatling Road, Briarwood, 17 Twatling Road, Holy Trinity 

church and St Catherine’s Church and 5 listed buildings and scheduled monuments in Cofton 

Hackett Parish ie Church of St Michael, (Grade II*) plus Churchyard Cross (Grade II) and 

Green family Chest Tomb (Grade II) in the churchyard. Also in Cofton Church Lane is Cofton 

Hall, (Grade II*) plus associated Barn, stables and cowhouse (Grade II). 

4.2.3 The public consultations in 2013 and 2014 included comments suggesting “restrictions on 

inappropriate development”, concerns about “back garden development” and the “need for 

continued use of the Lickey & Blackwell Village Design Statement”. The area includes part of 

the Barnt Green Conservation Area, which was designated by Bromsgrove District Council in 

December 2000.   
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The Clock House, formerly Twatling Farm 

Cofton Hackett 

 

Cofton Hackett from Lickey Hills 

4.2.4 Before the First World War the predominant housing consisted of Cofton Hall, cottages 

along Lickey Road and around where Rednal Island is now, some farms, Ten Ashes Farm, 

Parsonage Farm and Cofton Richards Farm and later some ribbon development along Barnt 

Green Road. 

4.2.5 The next major development was around 1936/7 when the Shadow factory was built on 

what was to become the Austin Motor Company East works site. This also required change 

to Groveley Lane and the building of the island at the junctions with Barnt Green Road, Rose 

Hill and Lickey Road. At the same time an estate of houses was built by Harrison Porritt by 

Cofton Park to accommodate workers at the ever expanding motor works and Cadburys. 

Housing density was low with large gardens and a good road system. A second development 
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was built on Reservoir Road and Cofton Lake Road with plans to build further towards 

Cofton Church Lane which was abandoned with the outbreak of the Second World War.   

4.2.6 With the demise of the motor works in 2005 the area of Longbridge East Works was 

designated for new housing, at a much higher density than the previous estates on small 

plots with small gardens. Approximately 750 houses are to be built on the site, including a 

high percentage of affordable housing and a new Village Hall. This will effectively double the 

number of dwellings in Cofton Hackett.   

 Barnt Green Conservation Area 

4.2.7 The Barnt Green Conservation Area was designated in September 2000 and is for the most 

part within Lickey & Blackwell Parish although a smaller part closer to Barnt Green rail 

station is in Barnt Green Parish and Neighbourhood Plan area.  

4.2.8 The Conservation Area is made up of three areas: Shepley; Fiery Hill; and Cherry Hill, of 

which the largest area is Shepley (comprising Pike Hill, Pumphouse Lane, Shepley Road, parts 

of Brookhouse Road and Mearse Lane) which lies within this NDP area.  It varies in character 

from the lower density more dispersed pattern of well-crafted three storey palatial dwellings 

on the west side, to the higher density, two storey, early 20th century more formal housing 

layout on the eastern flanks.  

4.2.9 In Shepley notable features are the individual three-storey architect designed houses dating 

from the 1890s to 1930s and their lodges, alongside earlier farm buildings and cottages. 

Typically, older buildings have large landscaped gardens with mature trees and hedges 

fronting tree-lined roads. The area has some modern in-fill but the backland areas of trees 

and small fields add to the character and setting. The Shepley part of the Conservation Area 

contains two listed dwellings; Twatling Farm (19 Twatling Road), with foundations dating 

from the Mediaeval period, and the present house from 1587; and Briarwood, a fine 

example of 19th century Arts and Crafts design, at 17 Twatling Road. 

 4.2.10 It is worth noting that fields between Shepley Road and Billy Lane, which are on a list of land 

with development potential complied recently by Bromsgrove District Council (not SHLAA) 

and sent to Barnt Green Parish Council, are within the Conservation Area in this NDP area. 

Policy Option 3 
 
Should the NDP include a planning policy which sets out design guidelines for 
sympathetic new development and alterations to buildings in the Barnt Green 
Conservation Area? 
 
This would include a character appraisal identifying the key characteristics of that part 
of the Conservation Area that lies within the neighbourhood area. 
 

 

Lickey & Blackwell Village Design Statement 

4.2.11 A village design statement (VDS) was prepared for Lickey & Blackwell in 2001.  The VDS was 

adopted by Bromsgrove District Council in 2001 as Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG), 

but there are opportunities for the NDP to bring the design principles forward into the NDP 

in order to give the guidelines greater weight in planning decisions.  This would also present 
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opportunities to review the guidelines and to extend them to apply to the wider 

neighbourhood area. 

4.2.12 The VDS includes Landscape Guidelines which could be used in a landscaping policy (See also 

Policy Option 1 above).  These include Country Park Guidelines for Lickey Hills Country Park, 

and the Guidelines also identify the need to protect open skylines, open fields and gaps, 

consider flooding and to protect wildlife.  There are also Guidelines to protect trees and 

hedges. 

4.2.13 Settlement Guidelines include the need to ensure that Lickey & Blackwell remain as separate 

villages, protected from urban sprawl and with the rural character enhanced.  Building 

guidelines promote the need to conserve Victorian and Edwardian properties and to ensure 

new development reflects existing character.  

4.2.14 Planning policy as a whole should promote sustainable development.  Policies in the NDP 

could encourage sustainable design and development which responds to the challenges of 

climate change 

 

Policy Option 4 
 
Should the NDP include a planning policy which sets out design guidelines for 
sympathetic new development and alterations to buildings across the NDP area that is 
not within the Conservation Area? 
 
This would include a character appraisal identifying the key characteristics of different 
character areas within the various settlements. 
 
Should the policy also promote sustainable design which responds to climate change 
policies? 
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4.3 Housing 

4.3.1 New housing development in the neighbourhood area is constrained by the protection 

afforded through the Green Belt.  In the emerging Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-304, Barnt 

Green (partially within the neighbourhood area) is identified as a large settlement, and 

Blackwell, Cofton Hackett and Burcot (also partially within the area) are small settlements.  

The results of the public consultations in 2013 and 2014 included concerns about “over-

building”, “green belt and inappropriate development” and were positive about “enjoyment 

of homes set in own grounds”. 

4.3.2 In small settlements suitable development is considered to be housing to meet local needs 

(through rural exception sites in appropriate circumstances). Where a proposed site is within 

the boundaries of a settlement, which is not in the Green Belt, a local need for housing 

would not need to be justified.   

4.3.5 Exceptionally, affordable housing will be allowed in or on the edge of settlements in the 

Green Belt where a proven local need has been established through a comprehensive and 

recent survey and where the choice of site meets relevant planning criteria. In 2010   Lickey 

& Blackwell Parish Council with the help of the then Rural Housing Officer and Bromsgrove 

District Council Housing Officer conducted a Local Housing Needs Survey in the whole Parish. 

The result showed that at that time it would be realistic to provide ten new affordable 

dwellings in Blackwell. These were never built due to affordable land not being available and 

a small number of local objections.  

4.3.6 It is proposed that prior to 2023 a full Green Belt Review will have been completed and 

further sites will have been allocated to contribute approximately 2,400 dwellings towards 

the 7,000 target.  SHLAA Green Belt Potential sites currently identified would provide a total 

of up to 249 dwellings in Linthurst and Shepley wards.   

 

 

Wadderton on Greenhill 

                                                           
4 http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/council/policy-and-strategy/planning-policies/local-development-plan/the-

emerging-bromsgrove-district-plan-2011-30.aspx 

 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/council/policy-and-strategy/planning-policies/local-development-plan/the-emerging-bromsgrove-district-plan-2011-30.aspx
http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/council/policy-and-strategy/planning-policies/local-development-plan/the-emerging-bromsgrove-district-plan-2011-30.aspx
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Policy Option 5 
 
Should the NDP include a planning policy to guide small scale new housing development 
ie infill within the existing settlements of Lickey and Blackwell and Cofton Hackett?   
 
This could include for instance supporting the development of sites which have good 
access to local facilities, transport etc and which would not lead to unacceptable over 
development eg rear garden plots? 
 
Do you want to consider identifying any site allocations for small infill development? 
 

 

Policy Option 6 
 
Do you want to consider the need for encouraging a range of different types of housing 
eg more smaller, starter homes, affordable housing etc or homes for older people?   
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4.4 Commercial and Business Interests 

4.4.1 The neighbourhood has a number of commercial premises ranging from a small village shop 

in Blackwell to a large warehouse facility in Cofton Hackett.  In between these extremes you 

will find a number of shops and a pub in Cofton Hackett, two garages and a hotel in Lickey 

and at least three Residential Care Homes.  Besides these obvious business premises, many 

people run ‘home businesses’ and we believe that our neighbourhood should be a good 

place to do business. 

4.4.2 It has been suggested that small commercial units are a good ‘fit’ in our area and would 

encourage local employment and less need to travel long distances to work.  Whilst there 

are no sites currently earmarked for commercial or business use, it may be advantageous to 

the area to consider some. 

 

Policy Option 7  
 
The NDP could include provisions to enhance or increase the availability of land for 
specific commercial and business use. 
 
Do you want to include a policy / site allocation for commercial or business premises? 
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4.5 Community Facilities 

 

Cofton Hackett Village Hall 

4.5.1 The neighbourhood area has a number of community facilities which are highly valued by 

local residents.  The “sense of community, fetes, neighbours and the need for improved 

amenities” were all included in the comments.  Local facilities include: 

 Trinity Centre, Lickey – used regularly. Also location of Church Office and Lickey & 

Blackwell Parish Council office; 

 The Wheel, Blackwell – fairly well used by community groups eg Women’s Institute 

(WI), Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council regular coffee mornings;  

 Methodist Hall, Blackwell – regular weekly use by sport and recreational groups; 

 Village Hall, Cofton Hackett – some regular use every week; 

 NOTE: A new Village Hall is being planned for the new estate in Cofton Hackett 

provided by the developers together with an outside recreational area; 

 Lickey Hills Country Park offers recreational facilities; 

 St Catherine’s Road Playing Field with younger children’s play area and football area; 

 High House Wood – educational and recreational space. 

 

 

‘Tri- golf’ in the Country Park 
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4.5.2 Suggestions from local people included “the need for a new village hall and amenities in 

Blackwell and a library in Cofton”.  There is certainly a need for a sports hall/meeting place 

in Blackwell. Community use of the modern sports hall at Hunters Hill School is not 

permitted. 

Policy Option 8 
 
The NDP could include a policy which enhances local community facilities and supports 
investment in new facilities.  
 
Do you want to include a policy / site allocation for a new community hub type facility?  
 

 

 

Myhill Field 

Cofton Hackett Open Spaces 

4.5.3 Many years ago there was a market garden at the end of Chestnut Drive. In the early 1980s 

this land was donated to the Parish Council for the use of children of the Parish and creation 

of allotments for residents. The Parish Council financed this work generating a play area with 

some equipment for young children and approximately 12 allotments. Over the years the 

play equipment has been updated with grants from Bromsgrove District Council and the play 

area is due for another update in the near future. 

4.5.4 Another open space and play area has been created at the southern end of Cofton Fields. 

This is where the River Arrow has been opened up to flow through this area with some play 

equipment at its eastern end. 

Policy Option 9 
 
The NDP could include a policy which enhances local recreational and sports facilities 
and supports investment in new facilities. 
 
Should the NDP include this? 
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Local Green Spaces 

4.5.5 The NPPF includes new rights for local communities to identify, through their plans, Local 

Green Space of particular significance to them for special protection. This local significance 

could be because of the green area’s beauty, historic importance, recreational value, 

tranquillity or richness of its wildlife. Land designated as Local Green Space should be in 

reasonably close proximity to the community it serves, be local in character and not 

extensive. By designating land as Local Green Space, local communities will be able to rule 

out new development other than in very special circumstances: 

Para 76. Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify 

for special protection green areas of particular importance to them.  By designating land as 

Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in 

very special circumstances.  Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be 

consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in 

sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be 

designated when a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end 

of the plan period. 

Para 77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or 

open space. The designation should only be used: 

● where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

● where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 

local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value 

(including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and 

● where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

Para 78. Local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space should be 

consistent with policy for Green Belts. 

4.5.6 Potential candidates for Local Green Spaces in the neighbourhood area could include the 

following: 

 The School Playing Field, St. Catherine’s Road, Blackwell – Specifically provided for “the 

benefit of the children of Blackwell”. It is located within the community it serves and near to 

the school in Blackwell so is well used by pupils and residents. 

 

 Grounds of St Catherine’s church – recreational value for after school play 

 

 High House Wood between High House Drive and Old Birmingham Road, Lickey. This well-

managed wood is jointly managed by the community and the owners and maintained by 

Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council. It is used for recreation and has an educational function 

valued by Lickey Hills Primary School, which is adjacent. The area has recreational value, 

including walking to school, tranquillity and richness of wildlife - bats, deer etc.  The Primary 

School is an ECO school. 

 

 Land behind Blackwell Methodist Church Hall, Greenhill, Blackwell. This is a small L shaped 

area of grass, which is an important asset along with the adjacent hall (currently in the 
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process of becoming a registered community asset) as it provides a playing area for users of 

the hall predominantly the local Montessori school and mother and toddlers group. 

 

 Land alongside the public footpath to the right of Tanglewood Close, Blackwell, which is 

privately owned could be used by the community for recreation. A picnic table has been 

installed near the pool but it would need further development by the Parish Council and 

community if it were to provide this amenity.  

 

 New Community Area in the new estate in Cofton Hackett at Groveley Lane.   

 

Policy Option 10 
 
Should the NDP include a policy which identifies and protects local green spaces? 
 
Do you agree with the candidate list above?  Are there any other important local areas?  
If so, please tell us why they are important. 
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4.6 Infrastructure 

4.6.1 The responses from the informal consultation suggested that there was a need to improve 

traffic management in the neighbourhood area.   Many of the “Negative” aspects of living in 

the area were related to traffic issues and included, “speeding, need for a better bus service, 

need for traffic controls, a suggestion for a traffic free cycle route, slow signs and issues 

around cars parking on verges and pavements”. In particular there are problems with traffic 

travelling too fast. 

Parking and Transport  

4.6.2 Parking in the vicinity of the two schools is a problem at arrival and departure times – 

parking on pavements causes obstruction for pushchairs, parking across driveways or on 

double yellow lines etc.  This is not unique to our Parishes but a real nuisance. We would 

want to ensure that any future development takes account of the volume of traffic and its 

likely influence on the existing difficulties.   

4.6.3 Both Parishes contain important ‘feeder’ roads and carry a large volume of commuter traffic.  

The roads in Lickey are generally adequate for purpose but do seem to attract a degree of 

speeding which is particularly undesirable when the road has houses on both sides and 

contains a school (Old Birmingham Road, Lickey). The access and through roads at Blackwell 

are not adequate for the amount of traffic and the bus route at Greenhill causes real traffic 

problems requiring good manners and patience by drivers. Parents’ car parking at school 

drop off and pick up times at Blackwell First School, St Catherine's Road is troublesome to 

some residents. Alternative methods of travel to and from school would be worth exploring 

again at both school. 

4.6.4 Cycling is a popular pastime as well as being used by local workers to reach Barnt Green rail 

station. There are local cycling clubs, the Wheelers in Blackwell and Chain Gang in Barnt 

Green.  We need to look at ways to make cycling safer in the area. The same applies to horse 

riding. More could be done at County Council level to attract more people to bus travel eg 

integrated ticketing, timetables linking to rail times and better marketing of the advantages 

of public transport.  

4.6.5 With 18 miles of public footpaths in Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett Parishes, 

including part of the North Worcestershire Way, attractive scenery and a large number of 

dog owners in the area, it is not surprising that walking is popular. Even more local people 

would walk if all footpaths had kissing gates rather than stiles. Lickey & Blackwell Parish 

Council has produced a booklet of walks around the Parish as well as the map.  There are 

current issues over footpaths in Blackwell and Cofton Hackett, both of which cross the rail 

line.  The line will take more and faster trains after electrification, leading to further safety 

implications.  

4.6.6 NDPs have a limited role in terms of traffic and transport, but it is possible to identify areas 

where investment may be targeted to meet local transport needs eg developer 

contributions, community infrastructure levy (CIL) and other funding could be used to 

support traffic calming schemes, public transport and promoting walking and cycling eg 

through identifying “green routes”. 
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Policy Option 11 
 
Should the NDP include a policy which supports investment in local transport and traffic 
management measures? 
 
If so these need identifying and justifying. 
 
Should the Plan include an identified network of walking and cycling routes linking 
residential areas to local facilities and the open countryside and Lickey Hills Country 
Park, also to Longbridge hub 
 

 

Communications Technologies 

4.6.7 There was also mention of the need to improve local communication technologies and 

“faster broadband”. Residents in Blackwell find mobile phone signals not available in some 

locations in the village. 

Policy Option 12 
 
Should the NDP include a policy which supports investment carefully designed and sited 
communications technology? 
 
Faster fibre broadband connectivity could be required as part of new development. 
 

 

5.0 Next Steps 

5.1 This Issues and Options document provides a first step in setting out the possible content 

and scope for the NDP for Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett.  It is published for 

consultation until 14th November 2016. 

5.2 Following public consultation on the Issues and Options document, all responses will be 

carefully considered and used to inform the preparation of a draft NDP.  The Parish Councils 

will continue to consult local residents, businesses and other stakeholders informally as 

work progresses in the Draft NDP.   

5.3 Once finalised, the Draft NDP will be published for 6 weeks formal consultation, amended 

and submitted to Bromsgrove District Council.  Following a further 6 weeks consultation the 

Plan will be examined by an independent Examiner, who is likely to recommend further 

changes before the Plan is put forward to a local Referendum.  If there is a “yes” vote, the 

NDP will be made and used by Bromsgrove District Council to help determine planning 

applications. 
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Holy Trinity Church, Lickey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lickey & Blackwell and Cofton Hackett Parish Councils, September 2016 


