
Residents and press are invited to attend our PC Meetings 
usually the first Monday of the month at 7.30pm with allotted public question time 

Forthcoming dates:  3 October, Lickey  |  7 November, Blackwell  |  5 December, Lickey
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FOREWORD
Nick Forknell, chair
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

As I write this I hope that most of you are enjoying the 
relaxation of the holiday period whether at home or 
further afield.

Looking ahead, we are actively progressing the 
Neighbourhood Plan so please see below for your 
chance to have a say and find out more about the 
proposals we’re making on your behalf.

We are delighted that the reduced speed limit of 30mph 
is now in force, with new signage in place near Hunters 
Hill Technology College. As we start a new school year 
may I remind you to be considerate to other residents 
and road users when dropping and picking up children. 

We still have two vacancies for Parish Councillors; 
there is a maximum of ten full council meetings per 
year making this rewarding opportunity to serve your 
local community easy to fit in to the normal work 
life balance. Interested volunteers should contact the 
Executive Officer, Helen Doherty.

I look forward to meeting many of you at our 
Neighbourhood Plan Consultation meetings.

NEighbOuRhOOD PlaN
Nick Forknell
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

I hope you are aware that Lickey and Blackwell 
PC, along with our neighbours at Cofton Hackett 
PC are working together on the development of a 
Neighbourhood Plan – and your input is KEY.

‘A Neighbourhood Plan (as defined by Locality) is 
a community-led framework for guiding the future 
development and growth of an area. It may contain 
a vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for 
improving the area or providing new facilities, or 
allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development. 
Neighbourhood plans relate to the use and 
development of land and associated social, economic 
and environmental issues. It may deal with a wide 

range of issues (like housing, employment, heritage 
and transport) or it may focus on one or two issues 
that are of particular importance in a local area.’

From initial informal consultations, we have pulled 
together an Issues and Options document, which 
contain the issues which you have told us are important. 
The document will soon be published on our website 
under Neighbourhood Plan and I would encourage 
you to have a read and then come along to one of the 
following consultations where you will be able to ask 
any questions and share your thoughts. 

The Issues and Options document has been prepared 
to draw out the main planning policy related issues 
from the following themes and possible planning policy 
options for addressing them.

	 •	Appreciation	for	the	green	and	leafy	environment		
 and rural/semi-rural character

	 •	Concerns	about	the	impact	and	design	of	new		 	
 development and need to use the Village Design   
 Statement for Lickey & Blackwell

	 •	The	need	to	protect	and	improve	local	community		
 facilities 

	 •	Concerns	about	traffic	volume	and	speed,	parking,		
 bus services and the need for improved broadband  
 and mobile phone signals in parts of the Parish.
 
Consultations will be held at the following times and 
venues:

 Saturday 1 October 
  10am to midday  – The Trinity Centre, Lickey 
  1pm to 3pm – Cofton Hackett Village Hall 
  4pm to 6pm – The Wheel, Blackwell

 Wednesday 5th October 
  6pm to 8pm – The Wheel, Blackwell
Do take the opportunity to attend these consultation 
meetings – to make that difference.

cover picture: The SongStars Show Choir performing at the Lickey Festival, 2016, 
unless otherwise stated all photographs by Keith and Simon Woolford

Ward Cllr. Janet King and Cllr. Nick Forknell reflect on the Parish 
Council’s successfull bid to reduce the speed limit near hunters hill

                                                                                                                                                    

1 & 5 Oct – Neighbourhood Plan Consultation meetings
2 Dec – Christmas Tree Lighting Event, Blackwell 5.45pm
2 Dec – Christmas Fayre, Blackwell First School 6.30pm
3 Dec – Christmas Fayre, Lickey Hills Primary School 2pm
4 Dec – Christmas Tree Lighting Event, Lickey 4pm
4 Apr – Annual Assembly, Lickey 7.30pm
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Large Gardens
1st  Geoff & Jenny Grimshaw ‘Brookfield’, 9 Lower Shepley Lane 

2nd  Geoff Mourton, ‘Upwood’ 8 Shepley Road, Shepley 
3rd  Peter & Valerie Norton, 32 Lickey Square, Lickey

Medium Gardens
1st  Andrew & Hilary Cunnell, 8 The Avenue, Blackwell 
2nd  Mr & Mrs Peter Richards, 1, Malvern Road, Lickey   

3rd=  Victor & Mary Buzderewicz, 347 Old B’ham Road. Lickey 
3rd=  Roy & Sue Hughes, 2 Middle House Drive, Lickey

Small Gardens
1st  Mr & Mrs Brian Nind, 29 Greenfield Avenue, Blackwell 

2nd  Alison Shingles, 38 Wentworth Drive, Blackwell 

3rd=  Ian & Nora Beattie, 6 Edgewood Drive, Lickey 
3rd=  John & June Hickman, 20 Greenfield Avenue, Blackwell

Eco-Friendly Gardens 
1st  The residents, Shepley Grange, 6 Shepley Road, Blackwell   

2nd  Ghislaine Parks & Bryan Revill, 277 Old B’ham Road, Lickey 
3rd  David & Viviana Jones, 45 Ashgrove Close, Marlbrook

Public and Commercial Gardens 
1st  High House Wood management team 

2nd  Wendy House Nursery/Paul Palmer, Old B’ham Road, Lickey 
3rd=  Greenfield Bank/Andrew Douglas, Greenfield Ave, Lickey 
3rd=  Burcot Grange Residential Home/Barry Pritchard, Blackwell

ENviRONmENt
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Parish Worth 
We are in the process of purchasing plaques to be placed 
on items and areas that are maintained by the PC. This 
will remind you of the work that we do and how we 
spend the precept on your behalf.

a residents Plea 
We have received a request from a disgruntled resident, 
which we are pleased to repeat here:
“You’ve a big house in a select village … to all resident’s 
along Twatling Rd, please cut hedges, cut back trees, mow 
any verges and yes, make the effort!”

Best Front Garden ComPetition 2016 
These are the worthy winners of this year’s competition. The presentation of the awards took place Sunday afternoon 10 July at the 
Holy Trinity Church, Lickey. There was an informatively entertaining talk by Rachel Banner on the recent successful Barnt Green 
Flower Festival and on High House Wood by Keith Woolford who also showed a film on the Lickey Hills Country Park tree planting.
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BlaCkWell Festival
Circus, June 2016 
                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                               

liCkey Festival 
A Right Royal Birthday, June 2016 
                                                                                                                                               

The BlACkwell FesTivAl – sATuRdAy 18 June

The circus came to town with many dressing for the occasion. Centre stage were the acts – jugglers (with and without fire), 
stilt walkers, conjuring clowns, and a punch & judy man. Everyone was encouraged to partake (excepting the fire bit).

There were the traditional cake competition, races, particularly a special mime race which took forever, much tug o’warring 
and all to the music of Blackwell Concert Band. And, with not a drop of rain in sight!

Pete Hobbs and team were ably supported once again by Blackwell & Burcot WI in the tea and cake tent.

facebook.com/BlackweilFestival 
films of previous events: keith woolford/youTube

The liCkey FesTivAl – sundAy 12 June 
The first Lickey Festival was held in honour of Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday, and we were delighted that she was able to join 
us for some fun at the Trinity Centre! The event was very much about celebrating all that goes on in Lickey, and we were 
entertained by local dancers and choirs, as well as a taekwondo display on the stage.

In the hall, local groups displayed details of their activities, from the Rotary Club to Tots Play, Lickey Community Group to 
the Geo-Champions and more. Although one of the Parish defibrillators was available for demonstration thankfully, despite 
all the excitement, it was not actually needed! The Fancy dress and cake baking competitions were of a great standard but 
more entries will be needed next time. 

Outside, the weather stayed mostly kind, Zak the Animal man was a great hit with adults and children alike. A hog roast and 
Tardebigge Cider kept hunger and thirst at bay – a welcome sight to those returning from the parish walk. Inside, the Lickey 
WI did a sterling job providing tea and a wonderful selection of homemade cakes.

We would be keen to hold this event each year, perhaps with a different venue with more volunteers to help run the event. An 
initial meeting is planned for 7.30pm Tuesday 13 September at the Old Rose and Crown Hotel, Rose Hill. All are welcome.

helen doherty, executive officer o
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lickey and Blackwell Parish Council

Mr Nick Forknell, chair 
lickey monument Ward  (h/lead)

40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE 0121 439 9324 nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Jill Harvey, vice Chair 
lickey Ward  (C + P)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR 0121 453 5838 jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

mrs anna boehm 
linthurst Ward  (F)

48 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS 0121 445 6659 ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

ms Jo Eales 
Shepley Ward  (e/lead + P)

Pinfield House, Cherry Hill Road, Barnt Green B45 8LL 0121 445 5754 je@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

mr Peter harvey 
lickey grange Ward  (F/lead)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR 0121 453 5838 ph@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

mrs Janet King 
linthurst Ward  (C/lead + P)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS 0121 445 2802 jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

mr Stephen Nock 
Shepley Ward  (P/lead)

Tavistock House, Mearse Lane  B45 8HL 0121 445 3213 sn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

linthurst ward – vacant
for details – refer Executive Officer

lickey Grange ward – vacant

mrs helen Doherty 
Executive Officer

27 Blackwell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 8BT
0121 445 1849 eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.orgParish Office: Trinity Centre, Old B’ham Road, Lickey B45 8ES 

tues 9.30am-2.30pm & Wed 10.30am-3.30pm

PC Groups:  environment  |  Finance  |  highways  |  Planning  |  Communications  |  Editorial –  Executive Officer

aROuND thE PaRiSh
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

the BilBerry Wake 
The first revival of the Bilberry Wake was held in the 
Lickey Hills Country Park on a beautiful sunny day in 
July. Entrants were invited to make their horses from 
socks stuffed with hay. Rosettes were awarded for the 
best decorated hobby horses, hobby horse races and for 
the best picnic display. It was so successful that we are 
recommending it as an Olympic event in 2020! 

hiGh house wood 
A group of local residents helped out on the care of this 
eight acre conservation site which included seed sowing, 
bench refurbishment and a litterpick.

Unfortunately, 
nothing of worth was 
discovered just the 
usual crisp wrappers, 
drink cans, builders’ 
rubbish, household 
and garden waste. 
Alas, parents 
delivering their 
offspring to school 
and local residents 
are the principal 
culprits. Unless it 
started life in HHW, 
it really doesn’t 
belong there.

One of the youngest of the volunteers, Max Idczak, 
instrumental in collecting so much litter was amazed at 
the discourteous attitude of the visitors to the woods, “It’s 
wrong and harmful to the environment. People shouldn’t 
dump their waste, it could be dangerous to animals and 
people tripping over metal and cans”. 

thinkinG ABouT volunTeeRinG 
– ‘JusT do iT!’ 
Worcestershire based charity ‘Onside’, 
established in 1993, stemmed from a belief 
that everyone has the right to be a valued 
human being and to be treated in a just 
and fair manner. They improve the lives 
of over 3000 vulnerable adults each year by providing 
free services to support those disadvantaged through 
mental and physical ill health, learning disabilities and 
old age. Employing over 50 people, they have 150 active 
volunteers to mentor and support those who struggle to 
cope. More volunteers are needed in our area to support 
local people who may be socially isolated. This could 
involve visiting the person or encouraging them to access 
activities in the community.

Onside’s Volunteer Manager, Claire Watkins, said “Our 
volunteers give their time, their passion and enthusiasm, 
we need continued help from willing volunteers who would  
enjoy supporting people in their local community.” 

Volunteers are ordinary people of all ages and 
backgrounds, who have some time to give. This can be 
very flexible to fit with your life.

Contact:  claire.watkins@onside-advocacy.org.uk 
or 01905 27525 | www.onside-advocacy.org.uk

105 is heRe! 
On 6 September a new 105 national phone number was 
launched by electricity network operators for customers 
to report damage or get information about a power cut 
in their area. The number is free and puts customers 
through to their local electricity network operator – 
the company that manages the cables, power lines and 
substations that deliver electricity into our homes and 
businesses – no matter who the supplier is.
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above: Prize winners galore at the bilberry Wake 2016

above: max idczak litterpicking

below: Volunteers clearing and planting wildflower seed mats

BlACkwell FiRsT sChool summeR FAiR 
The school’s new playgrounds were packed with 
admiring parents and guests at this year’s July fair. The 
assembled schoolchildren sang from the canopy-covered 
tiered arced steps as the busy stalls raised money towards 
the new build. And, a good time was had by all!

COmmuNiCatiONS
Janet King, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Christmas ComPetition 2016
`What I like about where I live’ – this year’s theme, 
which is organised by the Parish Council through our 
First Schools. We are looking forward to receiving 
entries in a variety of media eg. paintings, photographs, 
drawings, mixed media collages and models as well as 
stories and poems, which should be handed in at school 
or our Parish Office, Trinity Centre (Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays) by Friday 18 November.

There are two categories: under 7 yrs and 7-11 yrs. Prizes 
will be awarded for 1st, 2nd & 3rd plus all entrants will 
receive a small gift at the prize giving events.

Entries should be no larger than A4 size and must 
include your name, age, school and class, home address 
and telephone number or email. Prize winners will be 
notified by 25 November with the prize giving taking 
place during December’s Christmas Tree Lighting events 
at the Wheel before the Blackwell First School Christmas 
Fair and at the Holy Trinity Church, Lickey. Invitations 
will be sent via the schools.
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Blackwell Baby and Toddler Group 
Wednesdays 10-11.30am blackwell methodist hall 
Baby, toddlers and mothers group - all welcome 
– Carrie 07985 539 983 

Blackwell and Burcot wi 
meet second Wednesdays 2pm burcot village hall 
Interesting programme of talks, visits, craft, fund 
raising and sports events 
sept 14  Cotswolds Country tales by Chloe lees  
oct 12  87th Birthday Party with singer Nigel Strong 
nov 9  Fashion Show +  sales table: Christmas items
dec 14  Christmas lunch (members only)
– Rae Fowler, President 01527 874 412

Blackwell Club 
linthurst Newtown 
This popular venue is available for hire for parties, 
meetings and other events 
– 445 2134  |  www.facebook.com/blackwell-club 

Blackwell Concert Band 
available for events 
– Vicky Stock 244 1662  |  blackwellconcertband.co.uk 

Blackwell Craft Fair 
Blackwell Methodist Hall, Greenhill 
nov 6  Christmas Craft Fair 50p entrance inc 
refreshments, children free 10am-4pm
potter needed please contact Janet!
– Janet King, janeteking110@gmail.com 

Blackwell Festival 
St Catherine’s Road Field
– www.blackwellvillage.org.uk 

Blackwell First school 
St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell B60 1BN
sept 21  New Build Open Evening 6-8pm
dec 2  Christmas Fayre 6.30pm - after tree lighting
– 445 1622  |  www.blackwellfirstschool.com

Blackwell scout Group (1st 
Bromsgrove) 
1st blackwell Scout group and the lickey groups 
meet at the Hut, St Catherine’s Rd, Blackwell. 
Open to boys and girls of all interests & abilities.
  • Beaver Scout Colony 6-8 years Thurs 6-7pm.
  • Cub Scouts Pack 8-10½ years Weds 6.45-8.15pm
  • Scouts Troop 10½-14 years Thurs 7.15-9pm
  • 1st Lickey Scout Group runs three sections on 
     tuesdays details: info@1stlickey.org.uk
  • Explorer Scouts & 1st Blackwell Scouts feed into 
     bonington Explorer unit based at Sanders Park

Blackwell Table Tennis Club 
thursdays 7.30pm at blackwell methodist hall 
tables & all equipment supplied 
Adults £2 / child £1 – just turn-up!
(urgent 3rd Div team player wanted - Jim 447 8405)
– Janet King, janeteking110@gmail.com

Burcot Gardening Club 
First Wednesday 7.30pm at burcot village hall 
Speakers and visits. 
– Brian & Jenny Adams 01527 522 109

Friday Bridge Club 
Every Friday 7pm at burcot village hall 
Friendly competition, everyone welcome.
– Gill Croft 01527 401 019

keep Fit (50+yrs) 
Mondays 8pm Blackwell Methodist Hall, Greenhill 
just turn-up!
– Ann Gwynne 445 4043

library services 
mobile service cancelled 2015 
the library Service at home may be available to 
house-bound via Rubery library 
Rubery library open mon/tues/Fri 9-5.30pm; 
thurs 9-7pm; Sat 9-4pm
– 01905 822 722  | worcestershire.gov.uk

lickey and Blackwell Churches 
 • Holy Trinity Church, Old B’ham Road, Lickey 
www.lickeychurch.com 
 • St Catherine’s Church, Blackwell last Friday of 
month for coffee, cake and chat in The Wheel
oct 30  Saint & Sausages, for families with under 11 
yr olds 3.30-5.30pm
– Alison Rushton 445 6170 | alisonjr59@hotmail.com 

lickey and Blackwell Parish Council 
Parish Office, Trinity Centre, Lickey 
tues 9.30-2.30 & Weds 10.30-3.30 
monthly meetings open to residents inc 
consultation beforehand and public question time 
at the beginning of meeting – time/dates see cover
oct 1 & 5  Neighbourhood Plan Consultation see P2
dec 2  Blackwell Tree Lighting, The Wheel 6pm
dec 4  lickey tree lighting trinty Centre/church 4pm
– Helen Doherty 445 1849

lickey Church wednesday Fellowship 
1st & 3rd Weds 2.15-3.45pm Trinity Centre, Lickey 
Speakers, craft activities, quizzes & charity events
– Sandra Smith 445 1425

lickey Community Group 
local residents improving lickey & marlbrook and 
community. Responsible in stopping marlbrook 
tip illegal tipping. Speeding & parking issues - we 
welcome your support & comments
– Keith Woolford: keith@arch-media.co.uk 
www.lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

lickey Festival 
Trinity Centre, Old Birmingham Road 
sept 13  Open meeting to discuss 2017 event & 
offers of help, Old Rose & Crown 7.30pm
–  eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

lickey hills Art society 
1st Sat each month 7.30pm longbridge methodist 
Hall, Bristol Rd, Rednal. Visitors welcome
oct 1  Exhibition
nov 5  Watercolour landscapes - Christopher hughes
dec 3  agm
– Graham Wilson 463 7097 
enquiries@lickeyhillsartsociety.co.uk

lickey hills Community Theatre 
The Trinity Centre, Lickey 
Next performances march & may 2017 
– rogerwestbury3@btinternet.com

lickey hills Country Park 
Visitor Centre, Warren Lane, Lickey B45 8ER 
445 6036  www.birmingham.gov.uk/lickeyhills 
Unless otherwise stated, activities start from VC 
and always be suitably attired 
• Park events 
Some events need booking* & may be chargeable 
oct 14  Skywatch, powerful telescopes, star dome 
meet astrologists - limited tickets at event only 7pm
oct 26 & 28  Kids half-term activities - go wild 
family event 11am-1pm*
dec 3  National Tree Dressing Day, decorate trees 
by the green man sculpture 11am
dec 18  Search for Santa, follow the trail to his 
lickey grotto & presents! 11am-1pm*
• habitat heros 
Every tuesday 10am-2pm. Join our conservation 
volunteer team, learn new skills. Tools & training 
provided – 445 6036
• keeping Fit for Free 
Tai Chi – Sun 10-11am Monument Lane, Beacon Hill 
and tues 10.30-11.30am Cofton Park
Nordic Walking – Tues 10.30am instruction & poles 
provided. booking essential 
– Hayley 01527 881 404  |  Hayley.gwilliam 
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
• lickey hills Geo-Champions 
local geology
oct 8  Clearance Day at Kendal End Quarry - from 
Visitor Centre, Warren Lane 10.30am-2pm

oct 16  lickey Rocks! family activities in connection 
with Earth Sciences Week 10.30am-3.30pm
– Details: Jill Harvey 453 5838

lickey hills local history society 
Third Tuesday at 7.30pm Trinity Centre, Lickey 
sept 17 & 18  Open Weekend - all welcome and free. 
Visitor Centre, Warren Lane from 11am-4pm
sept 20  Lickey Hills in the Great War – our new 
project researching our WWi sites
oct 18  the longbridge tunnels by Neil Wedgbury
nov 15  living the Poor life - in and out of the 
bromsgrove Workhouse by Sarah bradley
– George Gascoyne 453 6320  |  info@lhlhs.org.uk

lickey hills Primary school 
Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8EU 
oct 21  PTA Hallowe’en Disco 6-8pm 
dec 3  Christmas Fayre 2-4pm 
dec 4  Concert at the lickey tree lighting - see PC 
– 445 1992  |  www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

The lickey hills society 
Practical activities and talks 
nov 12  litterpick meet at visitors Centre 10am 
nov 29  AGM & book launch, Trinity Centre 7.30pm
– Baden Carlson e: info@lhs.org.ukk

lickey PhAB Club 
Every Monday 7.30-9.30pm Trinty Centre, Lickey 
To build confidence, socialise and have fun for the 
disabled and able-bodied alike
– Contact Louise Edgell 07814 122 990

lickey wi 
First Tuesday 7.30pm, Trinity Centre, Lickey 
Theatre/cinema visits, skittles/bowling matches 
oct 4  Running - Doug Richards 
Comp: sport memorabilia 
nov 1  Craft Evening by Sue Chatwin 
Comp: autumn leaf Picture 
dec 6  Christmas Meeting, entertainment by Nick 
Jones
– Janet Ratcliffe, President 445 0163  

lickey wine and social Circle 
Last Thursday in month 8pm Burcot Village Hall 
Talks, games, theme evenings + making wine!
– Sheila 445 5436

The midland sinfonia 
Programme of classical music (Reg.Charity) 
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 
oct 22  ‘A Warm Welcome’, Mozart - Quartet No.19 
Bridge - Londonderry Air & Dvořák - Quartet in E Flat 
first concert of the season & meet Nic Fallowfield
– Marian Barwell 447 7040  |  midlandsinfonia.co.uk

Rosehill Flower Arrangement soc. 
Second Monday 2pm Trinity Centre, Lickey 
Demonstrations/refreshments – visitors welcome.
– Belinda Winroope 447 7477

st Catherine’s Wi 
Third Thursday 7.30pm The Wheel, Blackwell 
Varied programme of talks, craft projects & visits 
sept 15  my CbE by Sue barratt. home produce 
stall. 
oct 20  12th birthday Party with David bartley black 
Country comedian 
nov 17  Christmas Floral Creations with Roz 
Freeman, craft table & raffle of Roz’s creations
– Sue Barratt 01527 596 092 
stcatherineswi@aol.co.uk

yoga and meditation Classes 
Mondays - Yoga 7pm & Meditation 8.30pm at 
blackwell First School 
Wednesdays - Yoga 12.45 & meditation 2.15pm & 
7pm, The Ark, Alvechurch 
Wednesday - Yoga 9.30am, Rowney Gn Village Hall
– Sally Wall 07903 663 085 | www.MyYogaMind.co.uk


