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LICKEY AND BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Summary Receipts and Payments Account 2015/16
2014/2015
£

FINANCE

FOREWORD

Nick Forknell, chair

Peter Harvey, lead

Is it that time of year already! It only seems five minutes
since I was writing the 2016 Annual Report.

The summary of receipts and payments shown here is
for the year ended 31 March 2016.

Bromsgrove District Council’s Development Plan to
2030 has been approved and has yet to identify sites for
2,300 homes. It is expected that these will be in what
are defined as the six large settlements, one being Barnt
Green (including Lickey). In addition, Bromsgrove
DC may have to accept homes for Birmingham City
Council, which has a shortfall of land, and there is
an imminent review of the Green Belt. Some of these
homes may well be accommodated by Lickey and
Blackwell or adjoining parishes.
We live in an area that is very high on the list of
places where people would want to live. The access to
motorways and nearby facilities combined with the
semi-rural nature of the surroundings makes the parish

These fully audited accounts show what appears to
be a large increase in precept receipts, when in fact
the precept was unchanged at £43,156. The difference
shown is due to half the precept for 2014/2015 having
been received early and reported in the previous year.

Neigbourhood Plan Members at the October 2016 consultations

highly desirable. There is a growing momentum to
build more houses and we need to make sure that this is
done in a controlled and environmentally friendly way.
We need to preserve the factors that make Lickey and
Blackwell those nice places to live.
You will be given an opportunity soon to comment on
our Draft Neighbourhood Plan which will address these
issues amongst other factors. Please make sure you have
your say.

Nick

diary dates

So much has happened in the last 12 months in the
world and in our country that I feel a tendency to forget
that things have occurred closer to home. In this edition
of the Parish Newsletter you will find reports of exactly
how much we’ve achieved in our neighbourhood. In
particular we’ve made great strides forward in preparing
our Neighbourhood Plan and consulting you about the
policies you want to see included. There will be more
to present, in the shape of a Draft Policy, at our Annual
Assembly on the evening of Monday 3 April. If you
have an interest in ensuring development within our
community is controlled, then I hope you will be able to
join us that evening.

[

3 Apr – Parish Assembly, Trinity Centre, Lickey 7.30pm
8 May – PC Annual Meeting, The Wheel, Blackwell 7.30pm
11 Jun – Lickey Festival ‘The Farmyard’ – see page 10
17 Jun – Blackwell Festival ‘Pirates’ – see page 10
1 Jul – Best Front Garden Competition judging begins
16 Jul – Bilberry Wake Picnic, Lickey Hills Country Park

Comparison of the income and expenditure for the
two years illustrate that the ongoing programme of
maintenance and activities within the Parish had not
materially changed.
The only significant changes are the increase in
expenditure for community events, being the purchase
and installation of new Christmas lights in Blackwell,
and the cost reductions in Highways/litter picking and
Health and wellbeing. The former being the purchase
of vehicle speed indicating equipment and Blackwell
footway improvements in 2014/15 not being repeated
in 2015/16, and the second being the purchase of
defibrillators in 2014/15.
We have continued all normal activities in the current
year, including grass mowing, maintenance and safety
inspections of the Blackwell Play area, maintenance of
Greenfield Bank and the cemetery extension, production
and delivery of newsletters, maintenance of our website,
litter picking, hosting resident’s meetings, replanting
colourful parish planters, administering the lengthsman
scheme and all other administrative duties as required.

(1945-2017)

Many readers will be saddened to learn of the recent death of Michael Andrews.
He served on the Parish Council as Councillor for many years and attained the
position as Chairman.
Educated at Bromsgrove School, he was the youngest ever Secretary to the old
East Worcestershire Water Company. Since retiring, he became a director of The
Marlowe Society involved in the area of culture, arts, heritage and science.
As a staunch Quaker since 1972, Michael regularly attended the Friends’ Meeting
House in Barnt Green and as a ‘weighty friend’ – one who offers good advice. A
fellow quaker fondly remembers him as “…a well loved, gentle and kind man”.
He will be sadly missed for his integrity and unbiased approach to all aspects of his
life. Michael leaves a brother living in Bromsgrove. 				

		
											 —Judith Casey
										
former Parish Clerk

28,647
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£

Precept
Cemetery,	
  recreation	
  grounds	
  &	
  litter	
  picking

Interest	
  received
VAT	
  Refunds
Lengthsman
Other	
  income

43,156
175
60
2,624
2,516
1,154
49,685

TOTAL
PAYMENTS

5,895
10,959
10,816
1,178
750
12,267
3,101
2,742
4,876
4,005
56,589

-‐£27,942

General	
  administration
Salaries	
  &	
  staﬀ	
  expenses
Play	
  areas	
  and	
  open	
  spaces
Community	
  events
Donations	
  and	
  grants
Highways/litter	
  picking
Health	
  and	
  Wellbeing
Cemetery	
  maintenance
Newsletter
VAT	
  paid

7,123
11,034
9,504
3,701
1,232
6,243
814
2,225
4,868
2,806
49,550

TOTAL

£135

Surplus/(Deﬁcit)

The	
  above	
  statements	
  represent	
  fairly	
  the	
  ﬁnancial	
  position	
  of	
  the	
  Council
for	
  the	
  year	
  ended	
  31	
  March	
  2016

Additionally, new Christmas lights have been bought
for Lickey, a first festival was held in Lickey, and we
have contributed to the preservation of the Blackwell
Ape at Blackwell First School. We have for the first time
in many years increased the precept by just under 2%
to £44,000 to cover various rises in costs. These will be
shown in the 2016/17 Annual Report when the year is
completed and the accounts audited.
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In Memory \

Michael John Andrews

21,578
0
67
4,514
2,488

RECEIPTS

planning

Stephen Nock, lead
The Planning Committee have reviewed 49 planning
applications this year. As always, the majority relate
to extensions on homes to which we do not generally
object. However, we have also seen an application for
the replacement of a 9.7m telegraph pole with an 9.7m
phase 4 monopole and an additional equipment cabinet
to which we did object, given the proximity of both to a
day nursery and a primary school. This was nevertheless
permitted. We have also seen applications relating to
both Lickey Hills Primary School and Blackwell First
School which we were pleased to support. Again we
have seen a handful of garden grabbing developments to
which we have objected, with various degrees of success.

The Marlbrook Tip Working Group has not met since
April 2016, because Bromsgrove District Council has
reported that there has been no significant changes
since then. The latest feedback from the Council on
the recent clearly visible work on the site is that: ‘The
works are in association with the safety measures that
are required by the panel engineer. They are progressing
well with the recommendations and are keen to get the
site safe as soon as possible. They are working with the
panel engineer and AECOM. We are keeping a close eye
on the site and visiting regularly’.
Planning Committee meetings are open to residents.
Planning Committee meetings
Tuesdays 9.30am Parish Office, Trinity Centre, Lickey

cover picture: Georgia, Bella & Freya with Hugh the Bear, Lickey (page 10) – March 2017
unless otherwise stated all photographs by Keith and Simon Woolford
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COMMUNICATIONS

Janet King, lead

Reaching our Residents
The pleasant task of this group, which comprises
councillors Jill Harvey and Janet King with executive
officer Helen Doherty, is to inform all local residents
of the parish council’s work and to encourage your
participation whether it be by posting on facebook,
contacting a councillor or attending our regular parish
council and other residents’ meetings.
Information about our work may be found on the website
which has a contacts page for your comments and
questions. You can read archived copies of our quarterly
newsletter, which is delivered to every household, as well
as news items, agendas and minutes of parish council
Ni ck Fo rkn ell
monthly meetings and governance documents.
Our facebook page in February this year proved its
worth when we reached 343 readers for a post by Energy
Network giving information about using the 105 phone
number for guidance in the case of a power cut. Thank
you to everyone, who comments and shares news on the
page. A resident set up a dedicated page during the year
to exchange information, which enabled us to secure a
permanent TPO on land in Linthurst Newtown after over
60 responses to the consultation were sent to Bromsgrove
District Council. This prompt action has saved a
woodland and an old orchard from possible development
and illustrates the power of social media even at very
local level. Just like the page to send your news and
comments.

PC Newsletter delivery volunteers

Our quarterly parish newsletter offers the opportunity
to keep everyone in touch with the parish council’s work
and to share information about local events. We are
very grateful to our team of volunteer deliverers and are
pleased to report that 1235 copies are hand-delivered
rather than posted saving a substantial amount of the
precept, which can then be used to meet other needs. To
thank all our volunteers and workers a supper is held at
Barnt Green Cricket Club each January. The ward where
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all newsletters are still posted is Shepley and in particular
Mearse Lane, Twatling Road and Plymouth Road area.
If any residents living nearby could offer to deliver
newsletters every three months to their neighbours – the
executive officer would be very pleased to hear from you.
During the year four residents’ meetings were organised
to bring various groups together:
Best Front Garden Competition –July ‘16
Last summer our annual BFG
Competition prize giving, held at
Holy Trinity Church, Lickey, saw
a gathering of the green fingered
whose gardens had been judged
winners by our panel of councillors
and professional gardeners, who
looked at every front garden in the
parish. Once again the standard
was high and the selection of
winners proved difficult. The 2017
competition will be judged between 1-15 July and the prize
giving will be held on 10 September.
Neighbourhood Development Plan –Oct ‘16
During the year four residents’
consultation meetings were held,
in conjunction with Cofton
Hackett PC, to discover residents’
views on the Issues and Options
document for our Neighbourhood
Development Plan.
It was very gratifying to have had a
good response.
Christmas Tree Lighting & Competition –Dec ‘16
There were 246 entries for our children’s Christmas
Competition and we wish to thank the staff of both local
schools for the largest number of entries ever. The 17
winners received their prizes at the
two Christmas Tree Lighting events
organised by our group.
Blackwell First School prize giving
took place Friday 2 December in
The Wheel where Father Christmas
presented the prizes. The children
then helped him switch on the
parish Christmas Tree lights before
leading everyone up to the school’s
PTFA Christmas Fair. Lickey
Hills Primary School concert and
prize giving was held at a very full
Holy Trinity Church on Sunday
4 December. There was a concert
by Blackwell Concert Band and
Lickey School Singers – it was
voted a great success. James Smith,
our poet-in-residence read a new
Christmas poem based on the
beautiful Lickey Hills.

lickey & blackwell parish council newsletter | Number 67 | March 2017

Residents’ Over 60 s Tea & Talk –Feb ‘17
In February the 60+yrs enjoyed their annual tea party
meeting at Barnt Green Cricket Club. This year we heard
about the work of The Lickey Hills Society, including a new
project to record the part which the Lickey Hills played in
WWI with Heritage Lottery funding and the publication
‘Exploring the Lickeys’, a new walks book. Blackwell
resident Trudy Pavitt spoke about the many services
offered by Age UK, the charity formed by the merger of
Age Concern and Help the Aged,
which range from advice to practical
help and the very useful tradesmen’s
list. The afternoon ended with
a Q&A session which included
updates on the Neighbourhood
Development Plan, the newly
published Bromsgrove Development
Plan and consultations on the
Worcs. Acute Health Trust and the
Local Transport Plan 4.

As a forward thinking PC, we aim to offer opportunities
for all residents to become involved in their community.
To this end, we have provided financial support for
three community events – the Lickey Festival, the
Blackwell Festival and the Blackwell Music Festival – see
Community Group Reports.

ENVIRONMENT

Jo Eales, lead

As a Council we are committed to maintaining and
improving the environment. We mow various patches
of grass around the Parish, maintain footpaths and
are responsible for the Pocket Park and Playground in
Blackwell, and Greenfield Bank.
We also opt to help the Church with maintenance of the
Cemetery Extension.
Every year we fill and maintain the planters with,
grateful thanks to Ron Smith, which always look
splendid. Our snowdrop/daffodil planting scheme
continues with the help of Jane Banner. This year over
1,500 snowdrops have been planted in three drifts – two
in the Cemetery Extension and another in Warren Lane.
Recognition also must go to the Blackwell resident’s who
planted native daffodils opposite Blackwell First School
during 2016. Beautiful as these planting schemes are
they are also vital in supporting insect pollinators. In
2015 Worcestershire County Council passed a Pollinator
Friendly Motion and we are committed to support this
initiative wherever possible – every little helps.
We have been cleaning this year – all road name signs
should now be looking a little brighter!
Thanks goes to all our staff & volunteers for all their
hard work and support.

Highways

Nick Forknall, lead
Our big success in 2016 was the extension to the 30 mph
limit on Spirehouse Lane in order to reduce the speed of
traffic past the entrance to Hunter’s Hill School and the
entrance to St. Catherine’s Road. I think this has had a
positive effect and we are looking to site a new flashing
warning sign on the approach to the junction to further
remind drivers of the speed limit.
Continued consolidation of the ‘Green Pathway’ from
Blackwell to Barnt Green took place during the year.
It was extended into the wooded area just before
the motorway where the verge was cutback. We will
continue to maintain this path and although we can’t
make it suitable for all, we have done our best to enable
walkers to get off the road.
We are running low on wheelie bin stickers which
remind drivers of their speed on bin day! We would be
delighted to see more of them adorning your bins and
would be happy to purchase more if we run out. Please
contact the Executive Officer if you would like them.
Discussions have been taking place recently with other
concerned bodies about inappropriate parking outside
Lickey Hills Primary School. These are ongoing and we
hope for some ideas to help reduce the frustration and
safety issues that we get regularly during term times.
We listened to
comments about
occasional parking
outside the Trinity
Centre which was
reducing the view
of traffic leaving
Monument Lane. We
are currently looking
at a proposal for
restricted parking
at the junction
of Rose Hill/
Monument Lane/
Old Birmingham Road and we would like to see this
extended outside Holy Trinity Church on Twatling Road
which has proved to be a bit of a bottleneck at times,
particularly as the road closure in Barnt Green have sent
increased traffic along Twatling Road in recent weeks.
We have all been frustrated by this closure and the
diversions whilst works are undertaken to make
highways changes in line with the planning conditions
for the Foxhills development. Whilst frustrating for
residents, it has been catastrophic for the village traders
as Barnt Green has suffered a prolonged period of being
extremely quiet. So please, support the traders – even
if getting to them has been a little harder – the cliché is
true – USE THEM, OR LOSE THEM.
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As an afternoon group, our WI appeals to retired
women and to those who have been or who are carers at
home.

Bl ackwell & Burcot WI

In 2016 our varied programme of talks ranged from an
afternoon with the local Withybed Poets to a swishing
event from ‘Country Tales
from the Cotswolds’ by
storyteller Chloe Lees to a
soup lunch. Also, we have
many activities to inspire
members, including visits
to the theatre, a lunch
club, Christmas shopping
and our popular ACWW
(Associated Women of the
World) sponsored walk in
the Country Park. Our craft
group enjoys making and
entering their work in the
County Craft Competition
winning third prize as well as making a tidy profit at the
November craft fair. We run the tea tent and best cake
competition at Blackwell Festival and every month we
visit Burcot Grange Care Home and enjoy chatting to
friends there over a cuppa. Do come to a meeting to see
how our institute can inspire you!
Contact: Rae Fowler 01527 874 412

Blackwell Festival
In 2016, the Blackwell Festival Charity Volunteers
organised the ‘Circus Party in the Park’ at the start of
the summer and the very first Blackwell Music Festival
at the end of the summer.
Both of these events were
a great success and the
committee would like to
thank the Parish Council
for supporting both.

Bl ackwell Festival

The good news is that they
will be running again this
year with ‘Pirate Party
in the Park’, in June and
the Music Festival in
September (see page 10).
For more details please see
our facebook and Website.
facebook.com/blackwellfestival
website: blackwellvillage.org.uk
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L-R: Debbie Wilson, Chair of Governors, Anna Moss,
Headteacher, Hugh Evans, Governor, Natalie Thorman,
Architect and Tony Miller, W’shire County Councillor

Blackwell First School
Twenty-sixteen was a busy year for the school. Not only
were there the usual activities such as trips far and wide,
music and sporting events and the in-school festivals
and productions but also the completion of the long
awaited new school building. This excellent facility,
funded by Worcestershire County Council, has enabled
the school to take five classes all under one roof for the
first time in its history. The school now has a large three
class extension plus offices and medical room, a rear
playground, including covered canopy and a playground
trim trail. Thanks to the generosity of families and
neighbours, a large outdoor learning area for Reception
children including sand pit, a stream and a vegetable
garden have been added to the outdoor learning facilities.
So, it is full steam ahead for all of the little learners at
Blackwell First School and the future of the school.
School office: 445 1622
office@blackwell.worcs.sch.uk

High House Wood Management Team
Another years growth and sympathetic management
for this eight-acre-ish parcel of conservation land. The
team consists of the Parish Council, a local residents
association and the owners who meet twice a year to
consider and implement a programme of maintenance.
Principal funding is
via the precept with
the amenity open for
all to enjoy and we
were delighted to have
been awarded the Best
Commercial Garden
for 2016 by the PC.

Simon Woolford

Blackwell & Burcot WI

Alas, we still have people who disregard their community
and treat lightly the lovely area in which we live –
including certain dog walkers. Tut, tut.

Bl ackwell First School

Community Group
reports

High House Wood now
features in the new
walks book entitled
HHW team members with BFG Award 2016
‘Exploring the Lickeys’
launched this month, as a section of one of the 13 detailed
walks – available from the Country Park Visitor Centre.
A recent innovation is the research and practicalities of
introducing native wildflowers and we have planted two
seed mats beside the main field path. This was part of
the clear-up day by volunteers who also treated the glade
bench and removed illegally dumped household waste.
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We are pleased to keep the paths open to allow a walk
through for parents and children heading to the school
to alleviate the chaos on OBR. But, will you young ones
educate the absentminded adults not to discard litter!
HHW remains a small haven for wildlife snugly nestling
next to the Lickey Hills Country Park and with a lovely
habitat for a diverse range of plant species.
Contact: Keith Woolford 445 4619

Lickey Community Group
No news of substance to report on the Marlbrook Tip
other than we are informed some of the Panel Engineers
actions have been completed. Which/what we have no idea.
With misplaced optimism, WCC cannot supply planters
to stop inconsiderate parking at the water trough. This
with the Parish Council disappointingly not sharing our
views on potential
safety issues, we
must rely on the
proposed double
yellow lines being
installed outside the
Trinity Centre and,
curiously, opposite
the church by the
Rose Hill Wildflower
Keith and Mike at the Lickey Festival
Verge.
Talking of the P-word, Old Birmingham Road remains
a concern at school time. During May 2016, the police
hosted an excellent meeting to tackle erratic parking.
This produced a special ‘partners’ letter, plus another
from the school, being sent to all concerned. Illogically,
firm promises of further action were not followed
through. Another meeting was due this month but was
cancelled.
Our AGM allows members, and those considering joining
the group, to be brought up to date of local happenings.
We had six invited guests speaking for just 90 seconds on
a subject with the timed winner receiving an exclusive
limited edition bottle of ‘Tip Reservoir’. This was Steve
Hinton, Head Ranger at the Country Park.
We are pleased to engage with the local councillors,
attend every PC meeting, and are also represented on the
Lickey Hills Country Park Consultative Committee.
It’s worth joining LCG for our members only Trades
People Directory, let alone the stupendous LCG newsletter
(the Christmas Day edition included a crossword, no
less!) apart from the usual serious issues we tackle.
Further details – see back page or our website.
Contact: Keith Woolford 445 4619

The SongStars Show Choir, Lickey Festival

Website: www.lickeycommunitygr houp.btck.co.uk

Lickey Festival
This was a ‘Right Royal Birthday Party’ in honour of
Her Majesty’s 90th birthday. And, to help us celebrate
the occasion – she made a surprise visit to our very first
Lickey Festival!
We celebrated all that goes on in Lickey with local
organisations’ stalls, entertainment from local dancers
and choirs. Zak the animal man was a great attraction.
There were fancy dress and cake making competitions.
Refreshments included a hog roast and Tardebigge Cider
and Lickey WI provided tea and cakes fit for a Queen!
This year’s event will be The Farmyard and is on Sunday
11 June at Lickey Hills Primary School – see page 10.
Contact: Helen Doherty, Executive Office

Lickey Hills Country Park
It has been another busy year for the park. In the last 12
months the total of trees planted to replace those lost as a
consequence of the Phytophthora ramorum outbreak has
exceeded the 6,500 mark.
The tree planting
has been supported
by Birmingham
Trees for Life and
Deutsche Bank
– we owe both of
them a big thank
you. The outbreak
is set to dominate
the management of
Felled Cofton Hill trees awaiting removal
the park for years
to come as it’s now been found infecting Sweet Chestnut
as well as Larch, Rhododendron and Bilberry. Our
Heathland Management programme has picked up pace
in an attempt to stave off the worst ravages of the disease
which will see big changes to the hills visually.
A lot of the work we have carried out wouldn’t be possible
without our army of dedicated volunteers to whom
I would like to say thank you. Our events are doing
fantastically with another great Wassail and we are now
looking forward to our second resurrected Bilberry Wake
in July.
Visitor Centre: 445 6036
more
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We had six practical sessions clearing litter and
vegetation at important geological features at Rose
Hill, Barnt Green Road, Warren Lane and Kendal End
Quarries and at Rubery Cutting. This work could not
happen without the continued support of the Lickey
Rangers, and we are grateful to them.
As part of Earth Sciences Week we had two activities.
There was a Kendal End Quarry clearance event where
the public visiting the Country Park could see how we
work. We also had our third ‘Lickey Rocks! Activity Day’.
We are currently working with the Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust to have an
information board on Bilberry Hill.

Contact: info@lhlhs.org
Website: www.lhlhs.org.uk

LICKEY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL & Nursery
Everyone here has continued to immerse themselves
in our ‘dream, believe, achieve’ ethos. Consistently
good key stage two SATs results in English and Maths
demonstrates commitment to providing strong basic
skills alongside memorable learning experiences.
We’re delighted to have achieved our national Silver
Primary Science Quality Mark award for strong science
leadership and developing a successful curriculum. We
were also recognised by the British Council by achieving
the International School Award with praise for our
high-profile language teaching and the value placed
on pupils’ cultural appreciation and understanding.
We also appeared in the Midlands edition of the
Parliamentary Review paper.

Lickey Hills Local History Society
Our Open Weekend in September highlighted the WWI
Project, the Battle of the Somme, and some fascinating
local people. This year the Worcestershire WWI Bell Tent
and re-enactors were munitions workers. They are very
knowledgeable on the topic and had examples which they
demonstrated – no explosions reported!

Whilst proud of our academic achievements, we also
strive to develop our pupils as resilient, independent
learners equipping them for the rapidly changing world.
Earlier this year we were fortunate to receive a financial
contribution from nearby developers to improve our
school building. We have increased learning space for
our nursery and reception, small group pods and are
re-developing an exciting
new area for music. On
completion of the work the
old mobile classrooms will
be removed leaving us with a
wonderful outdoor space.

We had talks on the WWI Project, The Longbridge
Tunnels (jointly with TLHS), the Bromsgrove
Workhouse, Pat Collins – King of Showmen, The
Birmingham Quaker Trail, and Selly Manor. The
Christmas social looked at scenes that no longer exist in
‘The Black Country - Ooh! I remember that…’. Our April
meeting will be on ‘The No.11 Outer Circle Bus’, to be
followed by a special trip on the bus in May.

Currently we are fundraising
via Tesco Bags for School
to improve drainage on the
school field and hope to
Santas Grotto, Christmas Fair
secure a grant enabling us
and community to use the
field all year round. We look forward welcoming the
community as Lickey Festival hosts in June this year.

We had stalls at Lickey Festival in July, the Pensioners
Fair and Lickey Christmas Fair in December.

We have recently recruited two new parent governors
but we are always looking to bring in different skills and
experiences especially from members of the community
– please consider becoming a non-parent governor

The group aims to raise awareness of the geology of the
Lickey Hills, and provides talks for groups and schools.
Contact: lickeychampions@gmail.com
Website: www.ehtchampions.org.uk/ch/?page_id=76

Our summer outing was to the Newman Brothers Coffin
Fittings Works, where we had a go at operating the
presses. A visit to the Museum is well worthwhile.
Our research group is still working on the men on our
war memorials. We are currently researching local
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people of interest – this year we are specialising in
baddies for our Open Days in September. Our main work
is on the World War I Project.

Thank you for the support and encouragement you give
our children and families, it is appreciated.
School office: 445 1992 | lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk
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TLHS

Carole and Pete repairing the boathouse

Lickey WI, Lickey Festival 2016

Lickey WI

The Lickey Hills Society
The Society has had a busy year. At our AGM Senior
Ranger Steve Hinton talked about the WWI Project.
We had meetings on ‘A Slow Walk Round Barnt Green
Village in 100 Postcards’ by Edwin Gumbley, and ‘The
Longbridge Tunnels’, jointly with the History Society.
Julie Schroder, A Geo-Champion led a guided geology
‘walk and supper’ for us.

Lickey WI is a very friendly group, meeting at 7.30pm on
the first Tuesday of every month at the Trinity Centre.
There are exceptions such as our lunch time meal at
Barnt Green Cricket Club in January and our evening out
in August when we visited Marlbrook Gardens as part of
the Open Gardens Scheme.
We had a Christmas Craft evening and a number of
varying informative talks on the Lickey Hills and Israel.
We rocked along to Nick Jones at our Christmas Party.

Our practical work included litter-picks, Himalayan
Balsam clearance, re-anchoring the duck houses and
repairs to the boat house at the Old Rose and Crown
pools. We lead the free weekly guided walks, open to all,
under the Active Parks scheme, meeting at 10.30am every
Thursday at the Visitor Centre – just turn up!

We have a book club and a dining club where we are
visiting local restaurants such as the Royal Oak at
Catshill. There is a district WI walking club that a
number of members belong to. We have outings e.g. to
the Lavender Fields and we have taken part in local events
such as providing refreshments at the Lickey Festival.

We assisted the Rangers with the popular January
Wassail, and the first revived Bilberry Wake in July –
with hobby horse racing and a best picnic competition.

New members would be made very welcome.

Three projects have taken up most of our energy. We
have campaigned to help protect the Country Park, and
other Birmingham Parks, from the proposed stringent
budget cuts. The cuts are now less severe but will have an
impact. We are launching our new enlarged walks book
‘Exploring the Lickeys’, to replace our previous out-of
-print edition. We are also WWI Project Team Partner.
Finally, we are pleased to say we have new our website!

Contact: Janet Ratcliff, president 445 0163

St Catherine’s WI
Our WI is a friendly group of ladies who meet on the
third Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the Wheel,
St Catherines Church, Blackwell.
Speakers are welcomed most months and during the
last 12 months have included Davis Bartley the Black
Country comedian, Roz Freeman on Christmas Floral
Creations and our own Sue Barratt on ‘My CBE’.

Website: www.lhs.org.uk

Lickey PHAB club
The Lickey Phab Club is a social group for people with
and without disabilities, providing an opportunity for
people to come together each week, to have fun and try
new activities.
We meet at the Trinity
Centre on Monday
nights and members can
join from 14 years old
and we have no upper
age limit! Since opening
in June 2014 we have
seen our membership
reach 63 and we are
continuing to grow!
Pancake Party 2016
We engage in a range of activities to appeal to all –
some of our favourites include cooking, sports nights,
craft, quiz night, bingo and visits from local speakers.
We particularly enjoy discos and trips out to Hollywood
Bowl.
Contact: Louise Edgell, 07814 122 990

St C atherines WI

In July we had a stall and display at the Lickey Festival.
Our member, Bryan Maybee gave two evening talks on
our work.

Pensioners Fair with Sajid Javid MP

Lickey PHAB Club

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions
We had two public guided walks and two walks for
interested groups. We explored the geological origin of
the hills including Warren Lane and Barnt Green Road
Quarries and the Champions Trail along Bilberry Hill.

LHLHS

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions

Kendal End Quarry clearance

Trip to Stratford-on-Avon

We also have a book club, skittles team and a culture
club which involves local visits, walks and meals out,
and new members are always very welcome.
Contact: Sue Barratt 01527 596 092

more
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Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council
The project is a Partnership, led by the Lickey Hills
Local History Society with The Lickey Hills Society and
the Birmingham Parks Ranger Service. The Project has
just been awarded £10,000 Heritage Lottery Funding
through its First World War: then and now programme.

W WI Projec t

WWI Project

The Project aims to record and research WWI
structures in the Lickey Hills Country Park, and is
supported by the Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology
Service. This unusual, possibly unique, collection
consists of two gun butts, a partially demolished
munitions store, two Army mess rooms and a toilet block.
A key aim is that the work be carried out by volunteers,
with training offered in the research and recording tasks
to be done. Archive collections will be searched on the
work undertaken here and the military units involved.

Clearance work by volunteers

The Projects end will be marked with public events.
Information will be shared on leaflets, interpretation
boards, and a teachers’ pack for school visits. It will
also be available on the Country Park website and with
relevant Museum and Archive collections.
Anyone wishing to be involved, join a training
workshop, or has any photographs or information
relating to the site, please contact the society.
Contact: info@lhlhs.org.uk

Mr Nick Forknell, chair
40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE
Lickey Monument Ward (H/lead)

0121 439 9324

nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Jill Harvey, vice Chair
Lickey Ward (C + P)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Anna Boehm
Linthurst Ward (F)

48 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 6659

ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Ms Jo Eales
Shepley Ward (E/lead + P)

Pinfield House, Cherry Hill Road, Barnt Green B45 8LL

0121 445 5754

je@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Peter Harvey
Lickey Grange Ward (F/lead)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Janet King
Linthurst Ward (C/lead + P)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 2802

jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Stephen Nock
Shepley Ward (P/lead)

Tavistock House, Mearse Lane B45 8HL

0121 445 3213

sn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Parish Office: Trinity Centre, Old B’ham Road, Lickey B45 8ES 0121 445 1849
Tues 9.30am-2.30pm & Wed 10.30am-3.30pm

eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Linthurst Ward – vacant
Lickey Grange Ward – vacant
Mrs Helen Doherty
Executive Officer

for details – refer Executive Officer
27 Blackwell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 8BT

PC Groups: Environment | Finance | Highways | Planning | Communications | Editorial – Executive Officer

AROUND THE PARISH
Hugh the bear
A new Lickey sculpture has just been completed and is enthralling
children and parents alike on their way to school – “Good, really good”
and “A picture of art”, say the schoolchildren on this issues cover.
Commissioned by a local resident and sculptured over a mere four
Saturdays by Robot (yes, that’s correct) Cossey, it stands at eight feet tall.
A new shop for Lickey
It is exciting to see a new business opening in the parish and we wish
‘Chi Chi’ well (full report next issue). We have been asked if we can
give details of businesses on our website. Therefore, if we have enough
interest, we will create a Local Directory of those within the parish. So,
if you are working from home please send your contact details to the
Executive Officer – see opposite.
safety bollards
Neighbours to Lickey Hills
Primary School were surprised to
see a smartly dressed child-shaped
bollard appear by the entrance.
These are a Worcester County
Council initiative to curb speed
and encourage safer parking
around schools.
Parish Community
Events
Snapping at the heels of the ever
successful Blackwell Festival is
Lickey’s own version. With a new
venue for the Lickey Festival, and
new themes for both, the final
stages of planning are taking
shape – more in our next Newsletter.
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Bromsgrove District Council
Council House, Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 881 288

bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Dr. Brian Cooper, 6 Lord Austin Drive, Marlbrook, Bromsgrove B60 1RB – Marlbrook Ward

07711 014 820

Cllr. Mr Richard Deeming, 502 Groveley Lane, Cofton Hackett, B'ham B45 8UB – Cofton Ward

0121 445 3114

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, 22 Brickhouse Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4LX – Lickey Hills Ward

01527 879 339

b.cooper@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
r.deeming@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
k.taylor@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk

01905 763 763

worcestershire.whub.org.uk

Worcestershire County Council
County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP

Cllr. Mrs Sheila Blagg, Nailers Cottage, 29 Whetty Lane, Rubery, B'ham B45 9DL – Woodvale Division 0121 460 1766

sblagg@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Peter McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9TP – Beacon Division

0121 453 9267

pmcdonald2@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, 22 Brickhouse Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4LX – Bromsgrove East Div.

01527 879 339

ktaylor3@worcestershire.gov.uk

01527 872 135

sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk

Age UK, 51 Windsor Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 2BJ

01527 570 490

ageuk.org.uk

Artrix Arts Centre, School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AX

01527 577 330

artrix.co.uk

Blackwell First School, St. Catherines Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1BN

0121 445 1622

blackwellfirstschool.com

Member of Parliament
Mr Sajid Javid MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Community Contacts

Bromsgrove Library, Parkside,Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 575 855

acbromsgrove.org.uk

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 50 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0DD

01527 831 480

citizensadvice.org.uk

Lickey Community Group, 30 High House Drive, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8ET

0121 445 4619

lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

Lickey Hills Primary School, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8EU

0121 445 1992

lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

Neighbourhood Watch – Adrian Symonds, Community Volunteers Co-ordinator

01905 331 046

westmercia.police.uk

Parish Footpaths Warden – David Crockett

public footpath issues – contact Executive Officer

Parish Tree Warden – vacant

details – refer Exceutive Officer

Police, Blackwell

101

westmercia.police.uk

Rural Rides, 9 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7JJ

01527 879 290

wrvs.org.uk

Trinity Centre, 411 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES

0121 445 1425

lickeychurch.com

Worcestershire County Council Highways Dept – reporting potholes etc.

worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/resident-home.aspx

Police, Lickey – Rubery Police Station, 164 New Road B45 9JA (no counter service)
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NOTICEBOARD
Wednesdays 10-11.30am Blackwell Methodist Hall
Baby, toddlers and mothers group – all welcome
– Carrie 07985 539 983

Blackwell and Burcot WI

Meet second Wednesdays 2pm Burcot Village
Hall Interesting programme of talks, visits, craft,
national campaigns and sports events.
Apr 12 The Funny Side of Life by Rae Fowler
Apr 29 Sponsored Walk for ACWW 11am Lickey
Hills Country Park Visitor Centre
May 10 AGM plus A Policeman’s Lot by Alan Rogers
– Rae Fowler, President 01527 874 412

Blackwell Club

Linthurst Newtown
This popular venue is available for hire for parties,
meetings and other events
– 445 2134 | www.facebook.com/blackwell-club

Blackwell Concert Band

Available to play at various formal & informal
occasions
– blackwellconcertband.co.uk

Blackwell Craft Fair

Blackwell Methodist Hall, Greenhill
Jun 4 Craft Fair - stalls, Fairtrade and more
50p entrance inc refreshments 10am-4pm
– Janet King, janeteking110@gmail.com

Blackwell Festival

St Catherine’s Road Field
Jun 17 ‘Pirates in the Park’ noon-5pm – see p.10
Sept 2 Music Festival - Hunters Hill School
– www.blackwellvillage.org.uk

Blackwell First School

St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell B60 1BN
Apr 7 Easter coffee morning families welcome +
end of term
– 445 1622 | www.blackwellfirstschool.com

Blackwell Scout Group (1st
Bromsgrove)

1st Blackwell Scout group and the Lickey groups
meet at the Hut, St Catherine’s Rd, Blackwell.
Open to boys and girls of all interests & abilities.
• Beaver Scout Colony 6-8 years Thurs 6-7pm.
• Cub Scouts Pack 8-10½ years Weds 6:45-8:15pm
• Scouts Troop 10½-14 years Thurs 7:15-9pm
• 1st Lickey Scout Group runs three sections on
Tuesdays details: info@1stLickey.org.uk
• Explorer Scouts & 1st Blackwell Scouts feed into
Bonington Explorer Unit based at Sanders Park

Blackwell Table Tennis Club

Thursday 7.30pm at Blackwell Methodist Hall
Tables & all equipment supplied
Adults £2 / child £1 – just turn-up!
– Janet King, janeteking110@gmail.com

Burcot Gardening Club

First Wednesday 7.30pm at Burcot Village Hall
Speakers and visits
– Brian & Jenny Adams 01527 522 109

Keep Fit (50+yrs)

Mondays 8pm Blackwell Methodist Hall, Greenhill
just turn-up!
– Ann Gwynne 445 4043

Library Services

The Library Service At Home may be available to
the house-bound via Rubery Library.
Rubery Library open Mon/Tues/Fri 9-5.30pm;
Thurs 9-7pm; Sat 9-4pm
(Alvechurch also has a library)
– 01905 822 722 | worcestershire.gov.uk

Lickey and Blackwell Churches

• Holy Trinity Church, Old B’ham Road, Lickey.
• St Catherine’s Church, Blackwell after school
coffee and last Friday of month for coffee, cake and
chat in The Wheel
– Alison Rushton 445 6170 | alisonjr59@hotmail.com

Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council

Parish Office, Trinity Centre, Lickey
Tues 9.30-2.30 & Weds 10.30-3.30
Monthly meetings open to residents inc
consultation beforehand and public question time
at the beginning of meeting – time/dates see cover.
– Helen Doherty 445 1849

Lickey Church Wednesday Fellowship
1st & 3rd Weds 2.15-3.45pm Trinity Centre, Lickey
Speakers, craft activities, quizzes & charity events
– Sandra Smith 445 1425

Lickey Community Group

Local residents improving Lickey & Marlbrook and
community. Responsible in stopping Marlbrook Tip
illegal tipping. Speeding & parking issues.
Apr 26 AGM, Trinity Centre 7.30pm
– Keith Woolford: keith@arch-media.co.uk
www.lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

Lickey Festival

Held at Lickey Hills Primary School
Jun 11 ‘The Farmyard’, fancy dress, animals,
community stands, WI tea & cakes. Offers of help &
info – see p.10
– eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Lickey Hills Art Society

1st Sat each month 7.30pm Longbridge Methodist
Hall, Bristol Rd Sth, Rednal. Visitors welcome.
– Graham Wilson 463 7097
enquiries@lickeyhillsartsociety.co.uk

Lickey Hills Community Theatre

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions

Local geology
Apr 17 Public guided geology walk 11am-12.30pm
from the Visitor Centre, Warren Lane
– Details: Jill Harvey 453 5838

Lickey Hills Local History Society

Third Tuesday at 7.30pm Trinity Centre, Lickey
Apr 25 ‘The No.11 Outer Circle Bus’
– George Gascoyne 453 6320 | info@lhlhs.org.uk

Lickey Hills Primary School

Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8EU
Tba Summer Fete
– 445 1992 | www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

The Lickey Hills Society

Practical Activities and talks
Jun 24 Himalayan Balsam Bash
Jul 15 Himalayan Balsam Bash - help clear from
Country Park from Visitor Centre at 10am
– Baden Carlson, info@lhs.org.uk | www.lhs.org.uk

Lickey PHAB Club

Every Monday 7.30-9.30pm Trinty Centre, Lickey
To build confidence, socialise and have fun for the
disabled and able-bodied alike
– Contact Louise Edgell 07814 122 990

Lickey WI

First Tuesday 7.30pm, Trinity Centre, Lickey
Theatre/cinema visits, skittles/bowling matches
Apr 4 ‘The Role of a Magistrate’ by Caroline Jephcott
+ comp: A legal document
May 2 AGM & Resolutions
Jun 6 ‘Health, Beauty and Wellness by Chris Jenkins
+ comp: A Beauty Item
– Janet Ratcliffe, President 445 0163

Lickey Wine and Social Circle

Last Thursday in month 8pm Burcot Village Hall
Talks, games, theme evenings + making wine!
– Sheila 445 5436

St Andrews Church Parish Centre - new venue
May 27 Martin Harley In Concert solo acoustic blues
singer-songwriter & slide guitar master. Tickets
The Midland Sinfonia
£10, £9 ( 60+yrs) and £8 (under 16yrs) from – roger
Programme of classical music (Reg.Charity)
westbury3@btinternet.com | 447 7455
St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 7.30pm (7pm bar)
Apr 1 From Boogie to Bach - Gershwin, Puccini,
Lickey Hills Country Park
Haydn, Michael Jackson and more!
Visitor Centre, Warren Lane, Lickey B45 8ER
May 6 Jazz & Fizz Jazz Quartet - Tea for Two, Tiger
445 6036 www.birmingham.gov.uk/lickeyhills
Rag, Honeysuckle Rose, Sweet Georgia Brown & more
Unless otherwise stated, activities start from VC
Jun 17 A Classical Summers’s Evening - Elgar, Arnold,
(BE = booking essential)
Mozart, Dvořák and Haydn
• Park Events
– Marian Barwell 447 7040 | midlandsinfonia.co.uk
Some events need booking & may be chargeable
May 7 Dawn Chorus - early morning walk to hear &
Rosehill Flower Arrangement Soc.
see 60+ species, binoculars useful. BE 4.30am
Second Monday 2pm Trinity Centre, Lickey
Jul 8 Bittell Reservoir Circular Walk 5 miles some
Demonstrations/refreshments – visitors welcome.
hilly & uneven terrain with steps 11am
– Belinda Winroope 447 7477
Jul 16 Bilberry Wake Picnic - family fun & prizes,
hobby horse racing, best dressed picnic 3-5.30pm
• Active Conservation Team (Habitat Heroes) St Catherine’s WI
Third Thursday 7.30pm The Wheel, Blackwell
Every Tuesday 10am-2pm. Join our conservation
Varied programme of talks, craft projects & visits.
volunteer team, learn new skills. Tools & training
– Sue Barratt 01527 596 092
provided – 445 6036
stcatherineswi@aol.co.uk
• Keeping Fit for Free
Tai Chi – Sun 10-11am Monument Lane, Beacon Hill
and Tues 10.30-11.30am Cofton Park
Yoga and Meditation Classes
Mondays - Yoga 7pm & Meditation 8.30pm at
Nordic Walking – Tues 10.30am instruction & poles
Blackwell First School
provided. Booking essential
Wednesdays - Yoga 12.45 & Meditation 2.15pm &
– Hayley 01527 881 404 | Hayley.gwilliam
7pm, The Ark, Alvechurch
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
Wednesday - Yoga 9.30am, Rowney Gn Village Hall
• Active Parks
Thursdays - free guided walks from VC 10.30 til noon – Sally Wall 07903 663 085 | www.MyYogaMind.co.uk

Have your parish community group and events publicised here
contact Helen Doherty, Executive Officer

Your PC newsletter contains material responsibly sourced from managed and sustainable commercial forests.
The paper used plus delivery to printer is ‘Carbon Neutral’ through the Woodland Carbon scheme.
‘FSC’ is made from totally recyclable, biodegradable
and
acid-freeparish
material
– please
recycle or pass
on. Number 58
lickey and
blackwell
council
december
2014
Every effort is made to ensure newsletter accuracy but disclaim any liability if incorrect – please check with the relevant group.
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Blackwell Baby & Toddler Group

