
Character Appraisal Lickey 

Just south of the Lickey Hills and running between Twatling Road and Old 

Birmingham Road is Lickey Square (formerly just The Square) which forms the south 

side of a triangle ( not a square!) with the north ends of Twatling Road and Old 

Birmingham Road. In recent years this triangle of land has seen a very large increase 

in back garden housing development. Virtually every spare piece of land has been 

built on with the exception of the churchyard extension and along with the Fairways 

estate and The Glen in Blackwell, Greenfield Avenue in Lickey Grange ward and 

Cofton Fields estate in Cofton the Lickey Square triangle has the highest density 

housing in our NDP area.     

Around and between the settlements are many hectares of meadow and pasture 

land. Some is being put to good use as pasture for dairy herds eg Yew Tree Farm on 

Brookhouse Road between Mearse Lane and Littleheath Lane where the former 

farmstead buildings have been converted to provide five homes whilst the land is 

used by a tenant dairy farmer. This is land which has great amenity value as green 

space between our increasingly high-density villages. 

 

Tenanted farmland at Yew Tree Farm, Brookhouse Road. 

 



ROSE HILL 

As you climb up Rose Hill from Cofton Hackett you enter the Parish of Lickey and the 

first building on the right is The Old Rose and Crown Hotel which was a former 

Coaching Inn at the foot of the Lickey hills Country Park. The Parish of Lickey is in the 

District of Bromsgrove in the county of Worcestershire. 

 

 

Entering the Country Park there are gardens,  old stables, a tea room and the path 

leads onto a duck pond, Tennis Courts and a Crown Bowling Green. 

 

                              

 



Above the duck pond there are a series of pools feeding the Pond which is the source 

of the river Arrow. 

                

 

There is also a well known and popular 18 hole Golf Course at the foot of the Lickey 

hills. The Country Park was given by the Cadbury Family and some areas purchased 

for the people of Birmingham for relaxation and pleasure in the 1920’s and is 

managed by the City Council Parks Department. 

                      

The value of the Lickey Hills Country Park cannot be emphasised enough. It really is 

the `green lungs’ of Birmingham and receives thousands of visitors every year, who 

come to walk, play, take part in the many organised activities, volunteer for 

conservation work or simply to sit and enjoy the beautiful trees, bluebells, heathland 

and wildlife. 

On the other side of Rose Hill from The Old Rose and Crown two interesting thatched 

roofed homes built by Lord Austin for his senior staff can be seen.  Further up the hill 



the houses on the east side are older and carefully designed to reflect the character 

of the area with external timber details.  

 

     

 

Towards the top of the hill the road is tree lined and the houses become larger and 

are built further back from the road down drives into the woodland. 

 

   

 



On the Country Park side, higher up the hill there is one large House built in 1897 

with a gate house. This building is now a conference centre and weddings venue 

owned by the NASUWT. 

 

        

 

OLD BIRMINGHAM ROAD 

As you reach the top of Rose Hill the name changes to the Old Birmingham Road and 

you arrive at Lickey Village with Holy Trinity Church which was built in 1856 and 

Lickey Elementary School building which was completed in 1855. The School Building  

was used as a place of worship until the church was finished and after the school it 

was a Scout Hut and now it is used as offices. 

     

The  Old Birmingham Road has been a route since Roman times from Bromsgrove 

and Droitwich to Birmingham, the name Lickey dates back to 1225. 



 Opposite the Old School Building there is a War Monument and a Horse trough 

which was provided to water horses who pulled carts up the steep hill. Adjacent to 

the Horse trough and Memorial is the Trinity Centre which is the Church Hall. 

 

   

 

The original Shops in Lickey are now a row of terraced houses with what was the Post 

Office built in 1924 on the end. It is now a Gift Shop next to the Church Yard 

Entrance. The only other building of note on the Hill Top is the filling Station with a 

Nursery to the side and rear. 

 

      

 

 



Proceeding down the hill towards Marlbrook there is a private drive High House Drive 

on the right at the end there is an old farmhouse building with a view over the fields. 

HIGH HOUSE DRIVE 

     

Other houses in the drive vary in age from mid 1930’s to more modern ones on the 

opposite side built around the late 1990’s. 

       

 

Carrying on down The Old Birmingham road The houses are a mix of new and older 

ones with the older houses being large and also a few bungalows with some of the 

older houses having been modernised. There are a few driveways with houses off 

and also a large prominent house probably built in the late 18th century which is now 

a clinic. 

  

 



.       

       

As you continue down the hill there is a road to the right named Alverchurch 

Highway  from here there are fields both sides of the Old Birmingham Road and this 

Green Belt gives an important separation between the Village of Lickey and 

Marlbrook which is the next settlement. Farming is still an important Industry in 

Lickey Parish. 

     



The view to the North is across fields onto the Marlbrook Tip which has been a blot 

on the landscape for many years and efforts to stabilise it and cap it over have been 

going on for years. 

                    

As you approach Marlbrook, Lord Austins House is to the left which has been 

converted into apartments. There is also a Petrol Station which is now only a car 

repair garage and second hand car sales. 

    

As you enter Marlbrook the houses to the right are Bunglows and there is an old 

house on the corner of Lickey Rock. 

                   



LICKEY ROCK 

Lickey Rock is a steep narrow road with houses of various dates on either side many 

have been enlarged and modernised.  Many of the older houses are built close to the 

road with very small front gardens. 

                   

 

         



 

 

GREENFIELD AVENUE 

 Towards the bottom of Lickey Rock a new cul-de-sac has been built called Greenfield 

Avenue these are newer 1990’s houses.

 



Further down The Old Birmingham Road the houses are typical 1930’s construction 

and there is a right turn into Marlbrook Lane where the houses are of a similar age. 

                             

MARLBROOK LANE          with Ashgrove  Close a 1960’s development to the east. 

    
Towards the end of the houses in Marlbrook Lane you come to open fields and reach 

the junction of Alvechurch Highway which leads back to The Old Birmingham Road. 

ALVECHURCH HIGHWAY 

                   



As you turn into Alvechurch Highway over a small bridge there is a drainage pond 

classified as a reservior which is directly below the Marlbrook Tip. 

The Entrance to the Tip is degrading to the area with a yard and caravans which 

appear to be occupied. 

 

Further down the road there is a well restored 1900 house and a reservoir and 

pumping station for Severn Trent Water. 

         



A view over the open fields from Alvechurch Highway 

 

From the Junction of Alvechurch Highway and Marlbrook Lane to the North the road 

changes to Beacon Lane which with Marlbrook Lane form the boundary of the Lickey 

Parish. The fields on both sides of the road are farming and agricultural. 

BEACON LANE 

             

  

From Beacon Lane the Houses are visible over the fields in Monument Lane. 



MONUMENT LANE AND BEACON HILL  

Beacon hill is in the Lickey Hills Country Park and is so called as it was one of the 

many beacons which were to be lit when the Spanish Armada Landed. The second 

picture is a view from Beacon Hill towards the Malvern Hills over open countryside.  

   

There are a number of late 18th century houses in Monument Lane as well as large 

detached newer early 1930 houses on generous plots. It is notable regarding the 

large number of Coniferous Trees in the area which were also planted on the Lickey 

Hills. 

              

                 



Monument Lane was named after the obelisk monument that was erected in 1834 By 

the Royal Regiment of Yeomanry Cavalry in Memory of Other Archer 6th Earl of 

Plymouth. It is made from Limestone from Anglesey and was designed by John 

Hanson and built by John Welch 

 

          



TWATLING ROAD 

From the top of Rose Hill opposite Beacon Lane, Twatling Road runs in a Southerly 

direction past the Church entrance with the Lickey Hills to the left and houses of 

various ages and types on the right. The Lyche gate to the bottom of the cemetary is 

also off Twatling Road. 

 

     

 

Most houses are in large plots but in one instance four detached house have been 

built onto a plot which was for one house which is changing the character of the 

area. There are also a number of bungalows which like most of the houses date back 

to the 1930’s. 

 

   

 



Further down there is a triangular junction of Twatling road, Mearse Lane and Lickey 

Square with an entrance into the Lickey Hills.  

           

The houses in Twatling Road towards Barnt Green vary in age from large mid 1850 

houses set in large plots to newer 1960 houses and in some caes where the older 

houses have been demolished large modern 21st centry houses have replaced them.  

To the East there are a number of gated communities and to the West there are 

numerouse small cu-de-sacs with new houses built in the late 20th century. 

       

The Larger older houses are often surround by coniferous trees.

       



Some of the houses around the Old Clock House as its known are of smaller design to 

blend into the character of the area. 

   

Next to the Clock house which was built in 1586 there is a wooden thatched barn 

which was built around the same time. Just past the last houses to the East there is 

still open farm land with Pinfields woods in the distance. 

      

Below is a new house which has replaced an older 1950’s house and at the end of 

Twatling road at the crossroads there is a grassed island area and a 1880’s house.  

               



PLYMOUTH ROAD named after the Earl of Plymouth, the road runs from Twatling 

road to Mearse lane and once again has a variety of types of houses of various ages 

mostly set in generous plots. 

      

There are also newer houses which hopfully will blend in better when trees have 

grown in the gardens. There are also large 1960’s Dormer Bungalows with large front 

gardens. 

            

Again there are numerous small roads and drives off Plymouth road with houses built 

in the 1960’s and 70’s. 

                 



One distintive house built in the 1930’s is an Art Deco house with a flat roof and is 

the only one of its type in the area. A little further down Plymouth road The Hollies is 

a typical Cul-de-sac off Plymouth Road. 

   

MEARSE LANE runs from Lickey Square to Brookhouse road The North end has a 

number of new small estates like Stretton Drive and The Badgers which is gated, 

most were built around 1990’s 

     

There are also some large modern houses and others dating from 1930’s.  

                         



Further down Mearse Lane there are houses set back from the road and long drives 

to other large Country  houses set in extensive gardens.. 

    

There are also open field areas to the East side and West Side of Mearse Lane which 

is tree lined with many large trees overhanging the road. 

   

Lickey Square runs between the Top of Mearse Lane to the Old Birmingham Road 

and once again it is characterised by many different styles and sizes of houses 

ranging from the late 1800’s to late 1900. 

.             



Most are on large plots with many rear gardens having large mature trees in them 

there are also some instances of development where houses have been built in front 

and rear gardens which changes the character and density of the area. 

   

There is one cu-de-sac Woodshill Avenue leading to  Pine Grove  with houses built in 

the late 1960’s running to the south from Lickey Square. 

        

There are also a row of 1930’s detached houses on the North side of the road and 

some older cottages on the other side towards the end of the road.  

                          



Lickey Grange Ward  

A triangle of quite high-density housing occupies two roads on the east of the NDP 

area ie Greenfield Avenue and, on the other side of Old Birmingham Rd., Ashgrove 

Avenue, Marlbrook. These roads contain mid-twentieth century medium and small 

size family homes within quiet cul de sacs.  

Lickey Rock to the north of Greenfield Avenue has a mix of modern and old houses 

including a former nailer’s cottage, which retains many of its original features. 

    

Nailer’s cottage, Lickey Rock.                            Interior showing original beams. 

Opposite the houses lies a valued piece of open meadow land and Gorse Hill, which is 

walked by local residents and is seen as some mitigation for the very busy Old 

Birmingham Road, a main road between Birmingham and Bromsgrove town, which 

runs behind Greenfield Avenue. The NDP appreciates the value of Gorse Hill and 

surrounding fields to local residents. 

The recently published landscape study of the Client and Lickey Hills commissioned 

by CPRE Worcestershire is a relevant additional protection for the land in the setting 

of the Lickey Hills.  

All of the documents concerning the above study are available using the link to a 

Dropbox folder at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cu97th78lzka8oy/AAB8UK4FAaeXU-Ttjpic0C7la?dl=0 

It will be noted that high resolution versions of the maps are available as separate 

files.  A low resolution (e-mail friendly) version can be downloaded from 

http://www.cpreworcestershire.org.uk/news/recent-news/item/2255-landscape-

value-study 


