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FOREWORD
Nic� For�nell, chair
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

There are 9,000 parish and town councils in England. 
Over 16 million people live in communities served 
by these local councils, which is around 25% of the 
population, and about 80,000 councillors serve on these 
councils. It is calculated £1 billion is invested in these 
communities every year.

They are the first tier of governance and are the 
first point of contact for anyone concerned with a 
community issue. They are democratically elected local 
authorities and exist in England, Wales and Scotland.

Whilst we don’t have any legal responsibility for certain 
aspects of community life we often act as a ‘conduit’ to 
channel comments and information between residents 
and the appropriate department of the local second and 
third tier government.

You will read in this Annual Report about our 
involvement in: Local Planning and Highways issues;  
Environmental issues; Social aspects of parish life 
(particularly amongst the elderly) and ongoing concerns 
to do with crime prevention.

The adoption of our Neighbourhood Development 
Plan following the successful referendum in December 
2019 was gratifying for the Councillors and residents 
who had worked so hard on this project over the 
past five years. Our Planning Committee now have a 
clear, precise measure to assist them in considering 
future developments, ensuring our locality retains the 
character on which we all place so much value.

We are here to help you as residents especially in this 
difficult time.  We are helping to coordinate a group of 
volunteers should you require any support in this crisis, 
(find out more on page 7). Please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with us if you have anything to offer or wish to 
know more about our work on your behalf.

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled to be held on Monday 
18 May and is open to all residents – we will publish the 
agenda online with a Zoom meeting ID which will allow 
residents and Councillors to attend the meeting online 
according to Government guidelines. There is plenty of 
information on our website or use our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages.

Keep safe.

cover picture: Community Support volunteers Anne O’Loughlin and Gillian Cloke delivering leafl ets – March 2020 
unless otherwise stated all photographs by Keith and Simon Woolford 

Nick and the newly installed Litter-pick Station at Blackwell Stores
l-r: Cllr. Bakul Kumar, resident Malcolm Chambers, Cllrs. Janet King and Nick
                                                                                – March 2020

Nick

New Parish Council 
Line Up
We have a new line up of 
Councillors – there was no 
election in May 2019 as the 
wards were uncontested.

Yet we had two councillors 
resign in the previous year, 
Sara Woodhouse and Jo 
Eales, but we gained Bakul 
Kumar and Aled Luckman 
by co-option in the summer.                                                                                                                           
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       [ In Memory \
      JOHN QUINE                                                 

We were saddened to hear of the death in March of former Lickey and 
Blackwell Parish Councillor John Quine aged 96 years and send condolences 
to his son Peter, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
John was born in Wales but brought up in Bromsgrove where he attended the 
County High School until he was 16 when he joined the RAF in 1939, fl ying 
22 missions as a pilot.
John was married for more than 60 years to Barbara and they lived in Barnt 
Green and Inkberrow before settling in Lickey. He played for Barnt Green 
Cricket Club and became a much respected Parish Councillor, a position he 
held until 2007.  
John was responsible for planning matters and his level-headed common 
sense, extensive knowledge of the planning system and willingness to give 
time to answering residents’ questions earned him a reputation as a valuable 

councillor. He often visited application sites before sending his comments to BDC Planning Department but 
accepted both success and defeat with equanimity.
We were delighted to see him quite recently when he came to the launch of the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan video at The Wheel, the oldest resident to attend any of our consultation meetings. We shall look back 
on John’s work for our Parish Council and the community with grateful admiration and pride.
                                                        
                                            —Cllr. Janet King

FINANCE
Peter Harvey, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The audited summary of receipts and payments for the 
year ended 31 March 2019 is shown here.
There were few significant changes to the pattern 
of Parish Council expenditure in the year ended 
March 2019 from the previous year, but expenditure 
was generally lower. Those worth noting were; lower 
administration costs; the decision not to replace the 
High House Wood notice boards until its future 
ownership and usage are determined; and works 
on improvements to the cemetery extension being 
delayed.
Otherwise, all the regular ongoing programme of 
maintenance and activities continued including, grass 
mowing, maintenance and safety inspections of the 
Blackwell Play area, maintenance of Greenfield Bank 
and the cemetery extension, production and delivery of 
newsletters, maintenance of our website, litter picking, 
hosting residents’ meetings, replanting the colourful 
parish planters, administering the lengthsman scheme 
and other administrative duties as required. 
The Council precept for 2020/21 will increase by 3.6% 
to £49,000, an increase of 80 pence for the year for a 
band D property. Part of the increase will be to provide 
Smartwater.

RECEIPTS

44,000 Precept 45,000
o Grants o
31 Interest	received 152

2,821 VAT	Refunds 3,175
1,833 Lengthsman 3,144
2,176 Other	income 448

50,861 TOTAL 51,919

PAYMENTS

8,313 General	administration 7,623
14,900 Salaries	&	staff	expenses 12,438
11,296 Play	areas	and	open	spaces 9,086
4,522 Community	events 3,814
950 Donations	and	grants 450

6,386 Highways/litter	picking 5,590
2,281 Cemetery	maintenance 1,925
4,876 Newsletter 4,126
1,395 Health	&	wellbeing 279
2,961 VAT	paid 1,907

57,880 TOTAL 47,238

-£7,019 Surplus/(Deficit) £4,682

The	above	statements	represent	fairly	the	financial	position	of	the	Council	for	the
year	ended	31st	March	2019

£
2018/2019

LICKEY	AND	BLACKWELL	PARISH	COUNCIL

Summary	Receipts	and	Payments	Account	2018/19

						£	
2017/2018
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COMMUNICATIONS
Jill Harvey, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
We are looking at ways to improve our communications 
with our residents. So, in addition to our three 
noticeboards, newsletters, updates in ‘The Village’ 
magazine and our Facebook page, we now have Twitter 
and Instagram accounts. These will be very useful for fast 
communication of concerns such as current health issues, 
flooding and road closures. Here’s a reminder of the links:
  website: www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org
  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/  
  lickeyandblackwellcouncil/
  Instagram: https://instagram.com/lickeyblackwell
  Twitter: https://twitter.com/LickeyBlackPC

The notice boards are on the junction of Greenhill and 
Station Road in Blackwell, at the gate of the churchyard 
extension, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey and outside 
Tescos, Old Birmingham Road, Marlbrook.

For the second year, the Parish Council helped organise 
two litter picks at Blackwell and Lickey as part of Keep 
Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean unfortunately 
they had to be cancelled due to the C19 emergency.

Our programme of residents’ meetings continued to be well 
attended and appreciated.

RESIDENTS’ MEETINGS

BEST FRoNT GaRDEN CoMpETITIoN –July ‘19 
The prize-giving was again 
at the Holy Trinity Church, 
Lickey. The shields, garden 
vouchers and certificates – 
which this year replaced medals 
by popular request – were 
awarded. Afterwards Pam 
Weaver and Keith Woolford 
spoke about their recent 
awards from Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust for their work 
to encourage wildlife. Many 
thanks to judges for their work and great photos.

ChRISTMaS TREE LIGhTING & CoMpETITIoN –Dec ‘19 
The theme for the children’s Christmas competition was ‘I’m 
Dreaming of a Green Christmas’ with entries made from 
something that would otherwise be thrown away, or stories and 
poems on the topic. Our judges were impressed by the variety 
and inventiveness of the entries, four of 
which featured on the Parish Council 
Christmas card.
The Lickey prize-giving was at Holy 
Trinity Church where Lickey Hills 
Primary School’s singing group and 
Blackwell Concert Band entertained, and 
refreshments were served. The Blackwell 
Prize giving took place at The Wheel 
before the school Christmas Fair. Santa 
gave out the prizes at both events and led 
the switching on of the Christmas lights.

SENIoRS’ MEETING 
–Feb ‘20 
This was held at 
Barnt Green Cricket 
Club with a theme 
of  ‘Wellbeing’. Over 
50 residents enjoyed 
presentations from Allan 
Craddock on the fitness 
group for over 60s; 
Hayley Gwilliam from 
BDC on fitness programs 
(including leading some 
simple exercises) and Jane 
Taylor from Worcestershire 
carers. Then Cats Chorus 
led us in a sing-song. 
As always, the teas were 
delicious.
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FOOTPATH WARDEN 
Allan Postgate
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

In midsummer last year, after a day of training 
at Worcester Woods Country Park, I took on the 
voluntary task of Parish Paths Warden (PPW). It was a 
bit of a baptism of fire as all the vegetation growth was 
in full spate so most of my early visits to the Lickey 
Parish paths involved hacking back nettles, brambles 
and holly, or where the task was too overwhelming 
for me alone, reporting the problem to our Executive 
Officer, Lisa Winterbourn, who has a budget for 
employing contractors to undertake the work.

Improvements made during the year include the 
installation of a new kissing gate on Lower Shepley 
Lane, clearance of overgrowth around several 
gates, signs and stiles, erection of fallen signs and 
improvement  of signage in several locations. A broken 
stile was replaced on Molefield Way off Greenhill, 
Blackwell. The Greenfield Triangle was improved in 
terms of signage and vegetation overgrowth; this work 
is ongoing, specifically on the bridleway parallel to 
Old Birmingham Road. Fallen trees at the north end 
of Old Orchard Walk have been removed. Probably the 
most dramatic improvement has been to the path down 
from the kissing gate between St Catherine’s Road and 
Dale Hill, Blackwell. The treacherously slippery muddy 
slope has been made safe by the installation of steps 
and at the bottom of that path the severe flooding has 
been solved by a substantial boardwalk. If you were 
avoiding it in the past, please give it a try now.

I operate in partnership with Worcestershire County 
Council, from where my manager, Patrick White, 
supervises me, with the Parish Lengthsman, Simon 
Skeys, our Executive Officer, Lisa Winterbourn and 
our Parish Councillor, Janet King. Should you find 
issues which need dealing with on the public footpaths 
and bridleways, please forward your concerns to Lisa 
and she will liaise with me regarding them and we will 
decide if it is something I can tackle or if contractors 
need to be involved.

 contact: lisa Winterbourn, executive

ChaIRMaN’S MEaL –Jan ‘20
And finally, the Chairman’s meal for our ‘Helpers’, held 
at the Old Rose and Crown, was a great opportunity 
for Councillors to meet with and show appreciation of 
our volunteers and contractors. This year it was also a 
celebration of the successful referendum approving our 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
With that in mind we wish to thank everyone who has 
contributed their time and skills during the past year.
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The Chairman’s Meal, held at The Old Rose and Crown
                                                                                – January 2020



ENVIROMENT
Janet King, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Neighbourhood Development plan and 
Environment policy
The most important event of the year for the 
environment group was the adoption in January 2020 of 
our Neighbourhood Development Plan. Section 6 deals 
with the Natural Environment and at 6.3 local residents’ 
comments include ‘the protection of woodland seems 
especially important’ and ‘retain open landscape for 
recreation, exercise and for local wildlife’. The parish 
council endorses these views.
Policy NE1 is concerned with the effects of any future 
development and stipulates the retention of important 
viewpoints and pastureland, a buffer zone around 
the Lickey Hills Country Park, the conservation of 
hedgerows and the protection of mature trees. Areas of 
ancient woodland and traditional orchards are protected 
and planting of new woodlands is encouraged.
Policy NE2 protects and enhances biodiversity and 
supports wildlife. Existing ponds should be retained and 
new ponds incorporated into any new developments for 
drainage. Wildlife enhancement schemes should link 
into existing sites of wildlife importance.
Policy NE3 concerns Green Infrastructure, which 
performs ‘a range of functions including flood risk 
management, the provision of accessible green space, 
climate change adaptation and supporting biodiversity’ 
(NDP6.36).
The NDP is already being used in comments on planning 
applications and we trust will have a beneficial effect on 
the future of our area.
A Parish Council Environment Policy and Action Plan 
based on the NDP and other environmental legislation 
is currently being written and will be published later this 
year.

Bulb and Tree planting
At the present difficult time it has been a joy to have 
time to look at the results of our parish bulb planting 
programme. The snowdrops on Twatling Road by 
the churchyard extension and the wild daffodils by 
the playing field on St Catherines Road have been 
particularly striking. This Spring we have been 
planting wild snowdrops in the green on the Pocket 
Park and Linthurst Road so look out for them next year. 
The Parish Council Environment Group is looking for 
sites which would be enhanced by planting a single or 
a group of trees next November to mark National Tree 
Day. Some trees could be planted on verges with the 
permission of the county council but as a relatively new 
parish council, which owns no land, we should 

welcome residents’ help in suggesting possible sites. We 
support the retention of trees whether TPO’d or not 
and trust that developers will respect this. The number 
of hedgerows continues to decrease nationally and 
locally. We are seeing garden hedges being replaced by 
fencing, which cannot offer the wildlife habitats and 
food supply needed.
The PC works with our team of contractors to keep 
the area well maintained. We should like to thank 
parish lengthsman Simon Skeys, Neil Plevey and 
the 4 Seasons team, who maintain Greenfield Bank, 
footpaths and the Pocket Park and Ron Smith, who 
produces year after year our colourful planters and 
borders – pictured above.

a new planting scheme for the 
churchyard extension
Local professional landscape gardener Jane Banner is 
working with the Parish Council on a new planting 
scheme for the Lickey Churchyard extension, which will 
continue to be planted for wildlife diversity but managed 
differently to make the area more attractive and less 
unkempt in appearance. Work started in late November 
with weed clearance and planting of foxgloves and 
other species of wildflowers. Some of the grassy areas 
will be retained as they too offer a habitat for wildlife.

Restoration of Trinity Garden  
Trinity Garden, the quiet garden at the Twatling Road 
corner of the churchyard, which dates from 1912 and 
was redesigned by Jane several years ago, has been 
rather neglected recently but is being restored and 
maintained under her supervision. This may not be the 
best time to ask for volunteers but when the present 
crisis is over if you love gardening and have a little 
time to give to this small garden, please contact me.
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One of the many colourful PC planters by Ron Smith
– Summer 2029
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Best Front Garden Competition
These photographs of some of the 2019 competition 
winners and gardens judged are a reminder of the 
our very attractive parish council area. The 2020 
competition was due to be judged at the beginning 
of April but has been postponed until autumn.

Cllr. Janet King judging BFG 2019
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Finally, a polite request to all car drivers: 
Please take care of our verges – they are 
neither car parks nor litter bins! Thank you.
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HIGHWAYS
Nic� For�nell, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

There have been a number of issues raised during 
2019/20, many of which are longstanding concerns, 
and which seemingly have limited opportunity for 
improvement. Speeding always raises concerns with 
residents, particularly when we have straight, open 
roads with 30 mph limits, or narrow bendy lanes with 
no speed limit! Both these situations seem to encourage 
a certain element of the population to act unreasonably. 
For example, in 2019 we asked for an extension of the 
30mph limit down Dale Hill to protect the residents 
there, who were themselves very active in seeking a 
change. To date there has been some improvement to the 
signage leading to the houses there but no movement on 
changing the speed limit.
Inconsiderate parking has been another perennial 
complaint, particularly near busy junctions. This aspect 
caused major debate in the autumn due to a proposal 
from Birmingham City Council (BCC) to consider 
charging for the use of their car parking in the Country 
Park. The perceived thinking was that visitors not 
wishing to pay would use the surrounding roads for 
parking, causing more obstructions than normal and 
potential risk of incidents. As I report, we are waiting 
for BCC to complete consultation on the matter, 
especially concerning Worcestershire County Council’s 
(WCC) role in policing parking on the adjacent roads.
The bad weather at the beginning of 2020 caused some 
flooding due to the excessive rainfall, the worst being on 
Alvechurch Highway, which had to be closed for a couple 
of weeks. The f lood had apparently been caused by a 
blocked culvert at the outlet from the ‘Reservoir’! This 
closure was one of a number that took place throughout 
the year, Severn Trent and gas companies being active 
more than usual on digging up Greenhill in Blackwell.  
The Parish Council do get regular reports from WCC 
Highways Department about impending closures but 
the timing can be quite random, both from the point of 
when they inform us and when the disruption actually 
takes place (reports often have a ‘window’ of 2 or 3 weeks 
during which there might be a closure of, say, 3 days). We 
always post any information on our website and repeat 
the notifications on our Facebook page.
During 2019, WCC conducted a consultation on 
Passenger Transport Strategy. We participated in the 
consultation and also encouraged residents to do so. The 
Strategy has now been published and can be viewed on 
the WCC’s website. The strategy is long reaching, up 
to 2030, and may well require alteration in the light of 
developing government environmental policy.
Footpaths form part of the ‘highways’ and we were 
pleased to welcome a new footpath warden in July 2019. 
Allan Postgate completed his training and has been 

active in reviewing out footpaths and recommending 
improvements. The proposed diversion footpath around 
the golf course in Blackwell has not yet been completed. 
Changes of personnel and reluctance by the golf course 
to engage in the process have meant that Network Rail 
have been unable to proceed with the necessary work. 
Let’s hope for a result in 2020!
Finally, some improvements in that longstanding 
problem of dog poo! New signs in Blackwell have 
hopefully resulted in less mess. Here’s hoping for more 
improvement for the future.

PLANNING
Stephen Noc�, lead
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Over the last 12 months the Parish Planning Committee 
have been scrutinizing the 76 planning applications 
made in our Parish. The team consists of myself, 
Cllrs. Jill Harvey, Janet King, Aled Luckman and local 
resident Sarah Woodhouse. We must have three people 
present to form a quorum (a valid meeting) and our 
comments are noted and conveyed to Bromsgrove 
District Council Planning by our Executive Officer Lisa 
Winterbourn.
We meet every two weeks in order to submit our 
comments, along with other interested parties in good 
time before Bromsgrove District Council (BDC), has 
to make a decision. On occasion applications are called 
in for closer scrutiny by the BDC Planning Committee 
and voted on by Bromsgrove’s elected councillors at the 
council chambers: and their decision is usually final. 
Interested parties do have the right to speak for three 
minutes each (monitored) before the vote, in a bid to 
sway the voting one way or another.
I’m pleased to say that the vast majority of applications 
are successful.
In February of this year Ruth Bamford, Head of Planning 
at Bromsgrove and Redditch attended one of our 
meetings to discuss the impact on our Parish of the 2,570 
homes to be built at Foxlydiate. We were advised these 
homes would not be built for a while as a spine road 
needed to be constructed first. Whether these houses will 
go on Bromsgrove or Redditch new build target will be 
decided in due course by the Planning Inspectorate.
Finally, it was welcoming to hear West Midlands 
Mayor, Andy Street’s recent comment that he wanted 
to see more brown field development to avoid using 
surrounding green belt to meet housing targets.
Current events have not prevented the Planning 
Committee from meeting, we continue to meet every 
fortnight online. 

 planning committee meetings fortnighly
        plans can be viewed at: https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Take care of yourself and stay healthy

Call, chat, check

Be Kind. Think of others

Get online to stay in touch

Share accurate advice and information

COVID-19: Five steps to look 
after yourself and others

Get all the latest updates at: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/here2help

One of the best 

ways to protect 

others is to  

protect yourself.

Wash your hands regularly  

and thoroughly with soap  

and water for 20 seconds  

and dry thoroughly.

Isolate yourself from others as much 

as possible. Stay away from places 

where people gather, like bars, clubs 

and cinemas.

Swap phone 

numbers with 

your immediate 

neighbours.

Check on your 

neighbours and loved 

ones, particularly if they 

are elderly or vulnerable.

Help to provide 

them with food 

and other essential 

supplies if you can.

Please shop considerately. 

Don’t bulk-buy essential 

items like toilet paper, long-

life foods or baby supplies.

Use local community 

social media groups 

to share information 

and advice.

If you have surplus 

supplies of essential 

items, consider offering 

them to people in need.

Being in self-isolation 

doesn’t mean cutting 

yourself off from 

others.

Consider using methods like 

video calling on your phone 

or computer to speak to 

friends and loved ones.

We live in a world of rumour 

and misinformation – make sure 

you’re accessing and sharing 

accurate news.

Use reputable and verified news 

sources – if you hear something 

that doesn’t sound right, do some 

research on websites you trust.

Our website is being 

updated regularly with all 

the latest news about the 

ongoing situation.

Alert relevant 

organisations if you are 

concerned about the 

wellbeing of others.

Avoid wasting food – 

you could even sow 

fast growing seeds 

like cress or lettuce.

For those who are not 

online, a telephone 

call is the ideal way to 

stay connected.
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COMMUNITY GROUP 
REPORTS – 2019/20
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

BlacKWell & Burcot Wi

We have had a most enjoyable year with interesting 
speakers, social gatherings and outings.
The diversity of subjects from our speakers included 
musical entertainment, the Amish people, Birmingham’s 
back-to-back houses, the suffragettes’ fight for women’s 
right to vote and a talk from a store detective.
We are proud of our member Lorraine Woodhead who 
completed the 106-mile Cotswold Way in aid of Prostate 
Cancer and raised over £500.
We had a very pleasant trip to Wightwick Manor & 
Gardens in July, the former home of the Manders paint 
family, but a canal cruise from Droitwich in August 
had to be cancelled due to the flooding which caused 
problems on the canal.
Our social calendar continued at a pace with a garden 
party at Rae Fowler’s in July which was a great success, 
particularly as we had the added advantage of a gorgeous 
marquee in her garden which was still in situ following 
the celebration of her 90th birthday! It was just as well 
because the weather was not all that garden-party-ish.
In February, we had our ‘Soup Lunch’ to which we invited 
members of other WIs and we managed to squeeze in 
around 80 into Burcot Village Hall. Together with a 
singing duo a great time was had by all. As usual we 
invited other WIs to our 89th Birthday Party in October 
and are now looking forward to celebrating our 90th this 
year.
The monthly Lunch Club continues to thrive, as does 
the Craft Group and we have continued to visit Burcot 
Grange once a month for coffee with the residents.
However, at the time of writing this in March 2020, 
everything is on hold now for the foreseeable future. Our 
monthly meetings have been cancelled and most of us 
are self-isolating but keeping in touch with our friends 
by phone. We wish everyone a safe journey through these 
worrying times.

 contact:  elsa slim, elsa21@hotmail.co.uk

BlacKWell festiVal

Films of previous events can be found at: Youtube/Keith 
Woolford

 facebook.com/blackwellfestival

BlacKWell first scHool

Every year in school speeds by and whether the children 
are learning about the ‘Ancient Greeks’ or multiplication, 
they are busy learning new things each day and 

developing into the people with skills and values that are 
so important for our community. 
During the year, there have been memorable community 
experiences, such as the Summer and Christmas Fairs, 
a Memory Café with Burcot Grange, remembering life 
in Blackwell during World War Two: and the arrival 
of Hetty, our school dog. Recently, the School Council 
organised a ‘Storyswap’ across the school with wonderful 
visitors, including our friends from ‘Open the Book’ at St 
Catherine’s Church. Setting up both our ‘School Room’ 
community room, available for hire, a ‘Forest Friends’ 
group for 0-3 year olds and a ‘Baby Yoga’ group have 
been exciting new ventures and we welcome enquiries.

Looking ahead, we have recently planted a new Forest 
School site on the school field and although it will 
be a long time before it is used as a Forest School, we 
encourage everyone to take care of the young trees and 
hedging so that it is a resource for the future children of 
the community. Happy 2020 everyone! 

 Anna Moss, Headteacher. School offi  ce: 445 1622
offi  ce@blackwell.worcs.sch.uk

BF: The ‘Flower Power’ themed children!
– June 2019

BFS: Summer Fair with Anna Moss and Governor Hugh Evans
                                                                                               – July 2019
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HigH House Wood ManageMent teaM

Usually, this report waxes lyrical about the birds, the 
four-legged animals, the plants and wildflowers, and, of 
course, the trees.
Regardless of the weather: very wet, and the vandalism: 
stencilled words and uprooted/snapped fruit tree, all 
remains relatively rosy in the garden.
Apart from the wood going up for sale July 2019, which, 
came as a surprise to the management team. The two 
original owners, partners in Mackee and Rodway 
Estate Agents, purchased the land in 1946 with an eye 
to develop. Ownership has been passed down to their 
offspring’ who had, by and large, agreed to continue its 
conservation status.
Following the successful ‘Open Spaces’ grant application 
some 15 years ago, the funds were used to benefit 
both HHW and its visitors. Canopies were trimmed 
to allow light to the f loor thus encouraging dormant 
wildflowers. Trees were thinned to allow proper growth. 
Paths were opened allowing walkers full access. Bird, 
owl and bat boxes were installed. We even attempted to 
encourage hedgehogs with a small detached dwelling 
hidden in the undergrowth.
Should the sale goes through, the Parish Council is 
willing to continue to fund maintenance of HHW, 
providing the new owner continues to manage it for 
wildlife, and public access is allowed on the same basis as 
now.

Our three attempts of establishing a wildflower patch 
were distinctly optimistic. But, we were pleased when 
pupils from Lickey Hills Primary School helped us plant 
a second fruit tree in April 2019. They were delighted to 
use alpaca poo as a fertiliser!
The poor weather during early 2020 allowing canoeing 
down the main path and suggestions of planting rice 
aren’t exaggerated!
I was invited by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust 
to partake in the Bromsgrove/Redditch Advertiser’s 
Tristan Harris podcast about HHW last month (March 
‘20).

 Contact: Keith Woolford 445 4619

lICKEY & BLACKWELL C19 SUPPORT  GROUP

This Parish Council initiative was heartily embraced by local residents.
Since conception, time was of the essence and a core group of key people was established. Leaflets were printed 
with volunteers readily helping distribute the word that assistance was available within the parish to all our 
residents. While every household received the leaflet, we were especially targeting those who were self-isolating and 
the vulnerable.
Four ‘Wards’ cover the parish – Blackwell, Shepley, Lickey Main (top of the hill) and Lickey Grange (lower down). 
Each has a co-ordinator maintaining contact with the people kindly offering help. The Admins and the Co-
ordinators hold virtual meetings via the Zoom app – pictured above.
So far, it’s been prescription runs, a few deliveries of food and a friendly voice on the telephone.
As this uncertain period deepens, more residents may find themselves in need of a hand. We are confident that 
everyone will have the support they deserve.

 Contact: Lisa Winterbourn,  lickeyandblackwellc19@gmail.com  (without internet access: 07930 837 770)

top: Emma, Keith and Lisa
below: Bakul, Bob, Christine and Steve

HHW: Fruit tree planting with Lickey Hills Primary School
– April 2019
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tHe licKeY coMMunitY group

Always open with a crowd-pleaser – the Marlbrook Tip!
Real excitement, with the appointment of a new Panel 
Engineer as we finally learn that, optimistically, he 
agreed that delivery of remedial soil wasn’t necessary. 
Apart, that is, from the slopes around the ‘reservoir’.
And, joy of joy, another redacted report. Unlike last 
time, we were unsuccessful in un-redacting it. Probably 
invested in a thicker marker pen.
Several requests were made to have another meeting but 
understandably the Environment Agency was distracted 
in saving swaths of the country from being submerged.
We are still concerned about the potential issues to our 
Lickey roads if or when the looming charges maybe 
introduced in the Country Park car parks.
A more mature Christmas tree outside the Trinity 
Centre was on the cards following professional advice. 
This should negate the predicted great increase in 
2020 of the cost of a felled tree erected each year and 
something our group have been hoping for.
Our 2019 AGM had invited guests talking on ‘Country 
Park Update’ by Steve Hinton, ‘Lickey Then and Now’ 
with Carole Burden, Jill Harvey and Len Cottan on 
different aspects and Janet King on why we should vote 
at the coming Neighbourhood Plan Referendum.
More victims volunteers for the mandatory post-agenda  
‘90-Second Challenge’, spoke on ‘When I Grow Up...’, 
which was won by Cllr. Janet King once again!
Our group attends every PC monthly meeting, continue 
to engage with councillors of the parish, district and 
county, and are also represented on the Lickey Hills 
Country Park Consultative Committee.
The website Trades People Directory remains very 
popular as a good source with members – just one of the 
benefits of joining (still only £3 per household)..

 Contact: Keith Woolford 445 4619
Website: www.lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

LICKEY GEO-CHAMPIONS

The Geo-Champions were formed in 2011 and, with 
the support of the Ranger team, work to maintain and 
promote the geological sites in the Country Park. 

During the last 12 months, we have led several groups 
on guided walks and two free public walks for the James 
Watt bicentenary: ‘The Geology of the Lickey Hills’ and 
‘Walking in the shadow of James Watt and Sons’. We 
have hosted a Champions Day for similar groups and a 
Field Studies Day.
During the year, we had clearance sessions at Barnt 
Green Road, Kendal End, Eachway Lane, Rose Hill and 
Warren Lane quarries and Rubery Cutting. This work 
has led to several exciting discoveries, including the first 
trace fossils known on site, further faulting and a better 
understanding of the ‘boulders’ (rock outcrops).
In September, member Alan Richardson published a 
much needed update booklet, ‘The Lower Palaeozoic of 
the Lickey Hills’ which is available free from the website 
(see below). With the latest geological discoveries, the 
group is looking for greater local or national recognition. 
We have also published a free leaflet about the group with 
contact details available online or as a paper copy from 
the Lickey Hills Visitor Centre, Warren Lane B45 8ER.

 contact: lickeychampions@gmail.com
Website: www.ehtchampions.org.uk/ch/?page_id=76

licKeY Hills countrY parK

Last year was as busy as usual. Among the events held: 
in park:
Bilberry Wake – 59 people (24 children, 35 adults)
Search for Santa – 1196 people (299 children, 897 adults
Wassail – 147 people (47 children, 100 adults)

We are fortunate to have a loyal number of volunteers 
helping in maintenance and projects throughout the 
park. From the 14 regular volunteers, they gave 336 days 
of voluntary work as part of the Active Parks programme.
A further 369 volunteers gave almost 120 days of 
voluntary work (this includes irregular volunteer groups 
including the Geo-champions) and corporate volunteers 
e.g. Deutsche Bank at the recent Birmingham Trees For 
Life planting.
Thirty-eight schools visited the site – 10 of these were 
Ranger-led sessions for 418 pupils.

Geo-Champions: At the 480 million-year-old Lickey Boulders
– May 2018

LCG: l-r: Peter Deeley, Ann Doyle, Janet King & Keith at AGM
– May 2019
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There has been some tree felling over the winter 
months, which has been hampered by the exceptional 
wet weather. Some of the felling is part of the ongoing 
heathland clearance work on Cofton Hill, and the rest 
is part of the government required response to the 
Phytophthora ramorum virus.
Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Lickey Hills 
Visitor Centre, café and facilities closed on Friday 20th 
March until further notice. All Active Parks and Ranger 
supported activities have been also cancelled e.g. Tai Chi, 
Lickey Explorers, Teeny Explorers and Easter activities 
for kids. However, there is still access to our amazing 
green spaces to take the air and help with your physical 
and mental well-being. Don’t forget to practise physical 
distancing though, we have plenty of space for you to use.

 Holly egleton, ranger
Visitor Centre: 445 6036

licKeY Hills local HistorY societY

Our Open Weekend in September highlighted the 
WWI Project; Peace Day 1919; the men on our local 
war memorials; lost local churches; Trams and Teas; 
Frankley before New Frankley; Big Bertha’s centenary; 
the Old Rose and Crown and the Turnpike, and our 
collection of local maps.
Our programme included talks on St John’s Church, 
Bromsgrove in the 18th and 19th centuries, Lord 
Austin, Eliza Tinsley –Black Country Nail-mistress, 
eight Worcester Women transported to Australia, the 
Lightwoods in Smethwick, Prince Rupert –Charles I’s 
Pirate Prince and How Radar Came to Malvern. 
The Christmas social looked at scenes that no longer 
exist in ‘Redditch in Pictures - Ooh! I remember that…’.
We led our second Rubery History Walk (part of the 
Bromsgrove Festival, and Enjoy Rubery Weekend) 
from The Plough at the western end of New Road to the 
Rubery Hill Asylum at the east, and ending at St Chad’s 
Church for a guided tour and a cup of tea. Our summer 
visit was to St John’s Church including a tour of the 
steeple, thanks to Simon Henderson.

Our research group is currently researching WWII in 
the area, local churches, the men on our war memorials, 
the Civil War locally, and local sports for our Open 
Days on 19 and 20 September at the Visitor Centre, 
Warren Lane. Free and open to everyone.

 contact: info@lhlhs.org
Website: www.lhlhs.org.uk

tHe licKeY Hills societY

We have received three grants this year. Jacks 
supermarket in Rubery gave us £250 for environmental 
work. The Midland Adult School Union donated 
£15,300 for a screen and projector, eight information 
boards and a beacon. Eversheds Solicitors gave £500 to 
fund tree-poppers for use in heathland clearance. We 
are grateful for this support.

We also bought bike stands for the Visitor Centre; two 
posthole diggers; and waymarkers for the orienteering 
course and a trail to the toposcope. We also have a new 
Poetry project.                                                                      
At our AGM, Geo-champion, Julie Schroder, gave a talk 
about the group and local geology, following a geology 
walk in the summer.                                                           � 

LHLHS: Open Weekend in the Lickey Hills Country Park 
– September 2019
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LHCP: Volunteers repairing park steps 
– Summer 2019

LHS: Mike Brooke (left) and tree-popper donated to LHCP
– February 2019
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Other talks were ‘A Walk in the Woods’ by David 
Gompertz, about his work as a warden of a Hertfordshire 
Wildlife Trust reserve, and ‘The Bournville Story’ by 
Edwin Gumbley. Father Francis led a guided tour around 
the Oratory in Edgbaston. The church is a hidden gem.
We helped the Rangers with the Bilberry Wake, when 
hobby horses were made and raced, and the Wassail 
with the now traditional  mummers’ play,  introducing a 
new character – Old ‘Oss.
Our practical work included two litter-picks, two 
Himalayan Balsam clearance sessions, and three stints 
with the Country Park volunteers working on the Old 
Rose and Crown gardens and benches. We also had four 
mornings clearing the old tram tracks in Rednal.
In June, we celebrated five years of our free weekly 
guided walks, open to all, under the Active Parks 
scheme, at 10.30am every Thursday at the Visitor Centre 
– just turn up!

 Website: www.lhs.org.uk

licKeY Wi

In 2019, we had informative talks on the role of the WI 
in WWII, the part of the Midlands in the Gunpowder 
Plot (to learn more we visited Coughton Court) and how 
to recognise scams and fraud.
We had a lunchtime meal out in January and an evening 
walk round local gardens with tea and cake in August. 
We rocked along to a musical duo, Cherrywood in July 
and local singer Alicia Benbow at Christmas. 
We go on group walks, have a book and luncheon club 
and a craft evening. Our group joined the community by 
providing cakes at the Lickey Festival and Church Fayre.

 contact: Jean Whitehead

WWi proJect

Although the Heritage Lottery Funded (HLF) project 
‘Hidden First World War Heritage of the Lickey Hills’ 
officially ended in December 2018, the Project Team are 
still together. We hope to get the site better protected 
with local or, even national, listing.

Local resident Chris Burwood offered to create, free of 
charge, a diorama of the Bilberry Hill Gun Proof Range 
as it might have been during the First World War. The 
1/72 scale model was constructed using information 
gathered by the HLF Project Team including a photo of 
the site taken in August 1918.
It is now on long-term loan to the Lickey Hills Rangers 
and is on display in the Lickey Hills Visitor Centre. It is 
a great asset, and we are very grateful to Chris.
To find out more about the site see

 contact: info@lhlhs.org.uk

WWI Project: Chris Burwood with his Bilberry Hill Range model 
– September 2019
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Lickey WI: Trip to National Trust Coughton Court, Alcester 
– October 2019

superfast speeds for tHe parisH
You will not have failed to notice the many 
OpenReach vans in the area, pre-lockdown. Once the 
replacement wiring is completed, we will be treated to 
broadband  speeds of around 100Mbps.
We are one of the first areas in the region to have this 
installed – the switch-on was due for later this year.

Karl Berrow, Adrian Stanley and Matt Jones
–March 2020
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details of local groups and organisations  – see our website

Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council

During the Covid-19 crisis, the Parish Council are coordinating the local Community Support Group. 
if you, a family member, a neighbour or a friend in the parish needs assistance 

– please contact the executive officer, Mrs lisa Winterbourn - details below 

Mr Nick Forknell, chair 
Lickey Monument Ward (H/lead)

40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE 0121 439 9324 nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Jill Harvey, vice chair 
Lickey Ward  (c/lead + p)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR 0121 453 5838 jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Anna Boehm 
Linthurst Ward  (f + c)

48 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS 0121 445 6659 ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Peter Harvey 
Lickey Grange Ward  (f/lead)

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR 0121 453 5838 jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Janet King 
Linthurst Ward  (e/lead + p)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS 0121 445 2802 jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Bakul Kumar 
Linthurst Ward  (c + e)

14 St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell B60 1BN 07768 991 454 bk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Aled Luckman 
Shepley Ward  (p)

40 Mearse Lane, Lickey B45 8HL 07580 796 388 al@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Stephen Nock 
Shepley Ward  (p/lead)

Tavistock House, Mearse Lane  B45 8HL 0121 445 3213 sn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

*** vacant *** 
Lickey Grange  Ward   

Please contact the Executive Officer

Mrs Lisa Winterbourn 
Executive Officer

Parish Office: Trinity Centre, Old B’ham Road, Lickey B45 8ES 
Wednesdays and Fridays 10.30am-3.30pm  07930 837 770 eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

PC Groups:  environment  |  finance  |  Highways  |  planning  |  communications  |  editorial – executive officer

Bromsgrove District Council

Council House, Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA 01527 881 288 bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Richard Deeming, 502 Groveley Lane, Cofton Hackett, B’ham B45 8UB – Cofton Ward 0121 445 3114 r.deeming@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Ms. Helen Jones, 72 Bourne Avenue, Catshill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0NX – Marlbrook Ward 07758 103 795 h.jones@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Janet King, 110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS – Lickey Hills Ward 0121 445 2802 j.king@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Worcestershire County Council

County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP 01905 763 763 worcestershire.whub.org.uk

Cllr. Mr Peter McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9TP – Beacon Division 0121 453 9267 pmcdonald2@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, Brook Cottage, Priory Rd, Dodford,Bromsgrove B61 9DD – Lickey Hills Ward 01527 879 339 ktaylor3@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Shirley Webb, 74 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LE – Woodvale Division 01527 882 392 swebb2@worcestershire.gov.uk

Member of parliament

Mr Sajid Javid MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 01527 872 135 sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk

Community Contacts

Age UK, 51 Windsor Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 2BJ 01527 570 490 ageuk.org.uk

Artrix Arts Centre, School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AX       – – –  ceased trading 7/4/20  – – – 01527 577 330 artrix.co.uk

Blackwell First School, St. Catherines Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1BN 0121 445 1622 blackwellfirstschool.com

Bromsgrove Library, Parkside,Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA 01527 575 855 acbromsgrove.org.uk

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 50 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0DD 01527 831 480 citizensadvice.org.uk

Lickey Community Group, 30 High House Drive, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8ET 0121 445 4619 lickeycommunitygroup.btck.co.uk

Lickey Hills Primary School, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8EU 0121 445 1992 lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

Neighbourhood Watch – Adrian Symonds, Community Volunteers Co-ordinator 01905 331 046 westmercia.police.uk

Parish Lengthsman – Simon Skeys via Lisa Winterbourn, EO - above

Parish Paths Warden –  Allan Postgate public footpath issues – contact Executive Officer

Parish Tree Warden –    *** vacant *** 0121 445 3827

Police, Blackwell
101 westmercia.police.uk

Police, Lickey – Rubery Police Station, 164 New Road B45 9JA (no counter service)

Rural Rides, 9 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7JJ 01527 879 290 wrvs.org.uk

Trinity Centre, 411 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES 0121 445 1425 lickeychurch.com

Worcestershire County Council Highways Dept – reporting potholes etc. worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/resident-home.aspx   
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Your PC newsletter contains material responsibly sourced from managed and sustainable commercial forests.
The paper used plus delivery to printer is ‘Carbon Neutral’ through the Woodland Carbon scheme.

‘FSC’ is made from totally recyclable, biodegradable and acid-free material – please pass on or recycle. 
Every effort is made to ensure newsletter accuracy but disclaim any liability if incorrect – do check with the relevant group.
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NOTICEBOARD
                                                                                                                                             

Blackwell Ba�y � Toddler Grou�
Wednesdays 10-11.30am Blackwell Methodist Hall
Baby, toddlers and mothers group – all welcome
– come along and join us!

Blackwell and Burcot WI
Second Wednesdays talks, visits, craft group, lunch 
club and fund raising.
– Elsa Slim,  elsa21@hotmail.co.uk  

Blackwell Clu�
Linthurst Newtown
This popular venue is available for hire for parties, 
– 445 2134  |  www.facebook.com/blackwell-club 

Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council
Parish Offi  ce, Trinity Centre, Lickey
Wednesdays and Fridays 10.30am-3.30pm
Monthly meetings are open to residents including consultation 
beforehand plus an opportunity for public question time – see 
cover for times and dates.

litter �ick volunteers 
Last autumn, the PC was asked if we could provide volunteering 
opportunities for some Bromsgrove High School students who live 
in Blackwell. Isobel and Ginny are both in year 10 and decided that 
they would like to help the local community as part of their Duke of 
Edinburgh award by litter picking. Forms were fi lled in, phone calls 
made and soon the girls had all of the permissions, equipment and 
guidance needed to start work.
The girls have been doing great job and haven’t missed a week until 
current events restricted movements.                                                   —Lisa Winterbourn, Executive Offi  cer

all postponed

closed / cancelled

- see cover and page 13

o��ortunity
There is a vacancy for 
a Parish Tree Warden 
and we would welcome 
applications  now for 
when you can take up 
the position post C-19.

community su��ort
Your PC is instrumental 
in setting up and 
coordinating the Local 
Community Support 
Group – see page 7.

R
A

C
H

A
L 

G
O

O
D

M
A

N

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding adults 
for people self-isolating 

We want to make sure that the most 
vulnerable are safe when they are self-
isolating. Here are some things to think 
about if you are offered, or need, support 
during this time. 

 

to report a crime or potential crime to the Police you can phone 
the non-emergency number 101 

For safeguarding advice please phone the Adult Safeguarding 
Team on 01905 843189 (this number does not accept referrals) 

To report a safeguarding concern please call 01905 768053 

If Someone is in immediate danger Call 999 
 

Try to use existing and trusted 
community groups. If not, could a 
family member, friend or neighbour 
who you know and trust help? 

Not sure? Don’t answer the door 
If you’re not sure about an offer of help, ask the 
person to leave details and talk to someone you 
trust about it.  
 

BARNT  
GREEN  

Monday
Tuesday
Wednedsay
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9am - 3pm
9am - 3pm
9am - 1pm 
9am - 3pm
9am - 3pm
9am - 1pm 

  OPENING HOURS

DUE TO COVID-19 WE ARE CONTINUALLY  
MONITORING THE EVER-EVOLVING 

SITUATION. 
THESE HOURS MAY CHANGE IN LIGHT OF 
UPDATED GUIDANCE OVER THE COMING  

WEEKS/MONTHS. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

WE WILL REMAIN OPEN DURING LUNCHTIME


