L Y
UA I T T S
N U N OR
AN M P
M RE

C

O

+

PC

NEWSLETTER

No.79 | April 2021 | lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Santa at Blackwell - 2020

Footpath Warden - 2021

Bl ac kw ell fe st iv
al - 20 20

During Covid-19 – all Parish Council venue-based events & meetings are postponed
The PC Meetings – 6pm & Annual Meeting @ 7.30pm 19 April | 7.30pm 17 May
will be held virtually by ‘Zoom’ - ID 879 618 6156 - enquires to Lisa Winterbourn, Executive Officer

FOREWORD

C���. N��� F�������, �����
What a strange year 2020/21! A worldwide pandemic and
a national lockdown hit us just as we were beginning our
programme of events and services. Inevitably, that has
caused some disruption and major changes to the way
we’ve had to operate as a Parish Council. The most
significant was that we held all our public access Council
meetings on line, including the Planning Committee and
the Environmental Group. Congratulations and thanks to
all who accessed our meetings and took part.
In spite of the restrictions we managed to welcome a
new Councillor, Bernice Jones.You will also find reports
about the areas of activity that we’ve managed to pursue
including running a successful photographic competition
which resulted in our first ever Parish Calendar.
We were disappointed not to be able to run our popular
Front Garden Competition, especially when people were
forced to stay at home and probably put even more time
and care into their gardens. The good news is that we

The regular monthly PC Meetings were successfully held online via Zoom
Across from top left:
Lisa Winterbourn/EO, Keith Woolford/TLCG, Cllr. Nick Forknell, Sue & Roy Hughes/TLCG
Cllrs. Aled Luckman, Peter & Jill Harvey, Anna Boehm, (Richard Deeming)
Shirley Webb, Stephen Nock, Bakul Kumar, Janet King
Bernice Jones (Richard Peach/The Village)
– March 2021

plan to run the competition again – so look for news of
that happening later in the year (probably September).
Have a blessed and happy year.

Nick

HIGHWAYS

C���. N��� F�������, ����
Highways matters for the year included limited access
caused by roadworks and closures, and incidents
involving damage to verges. Three utility companies
(gas, water and broadband) were active throughout the
year laying pipes or cables, which resulted in a variety of
diversions and hold-ups. The Super Broadband system
continues to be rolled out in 2021 so more closures can be
expected. A list of imminent closures is posted on our
website but is not comprehensive as not all restrictions
are communicated to us. If closure or roadworks appear
suddenly, we try and report as soon as possible on our
social media platforms; please make sure you are
connected for the latest information.
We continued to employ the services of a Lengthsman
who proved his worth on a number of occasions by
clearing blocked gullies and cutting back overgrown
trees and bushes that were blocking sight lines at some
junctions. His work was praised by more than one
resident during the year.
We seemed to experience a greater level than normal of
damage to verges last summer, usually as a result of
parked vehicles during a house building/extension
project. Re-instatement of the verges was usually
completed after the appropriate Council Officers had
spoken to the relevant builders.

We continued to monitor speed of traffic throughout the
Parish either by requesting monitoring by Worcestershire
County Council (WCC) or by the use of our own portable
Speed Indicating Device (SID). This device had to be
upgraded to accommodate a new battery system during
the year and so we were not able to get as many readings
as we would have liked in some locations. This data will
be used in coming months to put forward a case for
further speed restrictions where appropriate in the
Parish.
There has been a lot of discussion in Council about the
loss of trees on Old Birmingham Road and the possible
need to replace them. This need has been combined into
a survey of further potential tree sites and a feasibility
study is now in progress. There are certain factors which
need to be taken into account relating to traffic safety
and underground cables etc... Funding is available if it is
considered that planting a tree in a particular place is not
a good option, in which case the provision of a planter for
flowers may be an alternative.
There is a very easy to use facility on the WCC website
which enables residents to report all manner of Highways
issues. Please don’t hesitate to use the opportunity to
report anything you see.
Details: WWC highways website –
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/OnlineReporting/

cover picture: Teachers, staff, pupils and Hetty the school dog celebrate Easter at Blackwell First School – March 2021
unless otherwise stated all photographs by Keith and Simon Woolford
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FINANCE GROUP

set by parish councils in Bromsgrove district.
LICKEY AND BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL
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Summary Receipts and Payments Account 2019/20

Council expenditure was a little higher in 2019-2020 than
the previous year, by just £2,625, about 5.5%. There was
no single reason for this but it was made up of a variety
of small increases, offset by several reductions. The
greatest of the increases were: maintenance and
improvements to the cemetery extension, delayed from
the previous year; more planting of bulbs and pollination
plants; and additional expenditure necessary to
complete the Neighbourhood Plan. There were no
changes to the activities undertaken by the Council on
your behalf, which include grass mowing, maintenance
and safety inspections of the Blackwell Play area, upkeep
of Greenfield Bank and the cemetery extension,
production and delivery of newsletters, litter picking,
hosting residents meetings, replanting the colourful
parish planters, administering the lengthsman scheme
and other administrative duties as necessary, including
maintaining the Parish website.
The year 2020/21 is as yet incomplete and income and
expenditure for this year will be reported next year.
The Council precept for 2021/22 will increase by 2.0% to
£50,000, 47 pence for a band D property. At £23.70 for a
Band D property, the annual charge for residents in
Lickey and Blackwell is the second lowest of the precepts

2018/2019

2019/2020

RECEIPTS

£

45,000
0
152
3,175
3,144
448

£

47,000
0
291
2,428
2,488
562

Precept
Grants
Interest received
VAT Refunds
Lengthsman refunds
Other income

51,919

52,769

TOTAL

PAYMENTS

7,623
12,438
9,086
3,814
450
5,590
1,925
4,126
279
1,907

8,337
12,400
10,434
3,501
500
5,140
2,375
4,434
138
2,604

General administration
Salaries & staﬀ expenses
Play areas and open spaces
Community events
Donations and grants
Highways / litter picking
Cemetery maintenance
Newsletter
Health & wellbeing
VAT paid

47,238

TOTAL

49,863

£4,682

Surplus/(Deﬁcit)

£2,906

The above statements represent fairly the ﬁnancial position of the Council for the
year ended 31st March 2020

PLANNING COMMITTEE
C���. S������ N���, ����

The Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council Planning
Committee, consisting of Parish Councillors Jill Harvey,
Janet King, Aled Luckman and myself have continued to
meet every two weeks via Zoom since the first lockdown
on 23 March 2020 and continue to do so.
The level of planning applications for our area does not
seem to have diminished during the pandemic difficulties
we have all suffered in the last 12 months. The team must
have a quorum of at least three members in agreement
with our comments prior to submission to Bromsgrove
District Council (BDC) so that they carry weight and are
not vexatious.
During the year we have studied 56 planning applications
in detail, including before and after plans, and read all
comments supporting or challenging the application
before submitting out views to BDC. If we object to an
application, we must give sound planning reasons for our
objection which is then communicated by our Executive
Officer. During the year we have objected to 14
applications, two of which BDC have agreed and
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Google
Earth
NDP 4.2 Obective 3 - “Where possible open land will be reatained
between
individual settlements”.

consequently refused, and four where no decision has
yet been made. On two occasions we had no objection to
an application but it was refused by BDC. During the year
we have lost some small areas of green belt to village
infill. This year we will continue to fight to keep our
identity as villages and prevent urban sprawl by giving
local opinions on local issues, particularly at present
when pressure is being applied to local councils to meet
housing targets. We don’t always get our way but we
must endeavour to uphold the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) which was resoundingly
endorsed at our local referendum.
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP
C���. J���� K���, L���

New Environment Policy Adopted
The most important event of the year for the environment
group was the adoption of a new Environment Policy and
thanks are due to my fellow members Keith Woolford,
chair of The Lickey Community Group, Chris Kirkman
and councillors Jill Harvey and Bakul Kumar for their
work on our policy group. Many of the Neighbourhood
Development Plan’s natural environment protections are
included in the new policy, which importantly includes a
comprehensive action plan.
To enable the
action plan to
be achieved the
Parish Council
is looking for an
Environment
Champion, who
will report to
the council and
work with
residents and
councillors.
This is a
voluntary post
but an honorarium will be paid. Please contact me for
more information and a job description.
The policy can be found on the Parish Council website in
the ‘other documents’ section but briefly it includes the
following:
1. A commitment to reducing the council’s carbon
footprint and to aim to become zero carbon
2. Reduce, recycle and reuse materials and minimise
printing so long as it does not detract from our
responsibility to communicate with all our residents
3. Minimise waste going to landfill
4. Use and promote energy conservation technology
including insulation and low energy lightbulbs
(including LED street lighting)
5. Encourage biodiversity, planting trees and
maintaining a register of protected (TPO) trees,
encouraging community groups to work with us;
developing wildflower verges and managing the
Lickey churchyard extension as a Living Cemetery.
6. Protect the Green Belt between residential parts of
the parish
7. Maintain footpaths and seek speed limit
reductions on some roads to encourage safe walking
8. Prepare for electric cars by requiring charging
points to be a condition of planning permission
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Parish Gardens and Verges
The Parish Council continues to maintain the Pocket Park
(Linthurst Newtown /Blackwell Road), Greenfield Bank
and Trinity Garden in the Living Cemetery at Lickey
churchyard extension, which is being maintained to
encourage wildlife and pollinators. The churchyard is very
much a work in progress and gardener Jane Banner has
been at work during the year planting a variety of colourful
wildflowers; we are looking forward to seeing the results
this year. Wildflower verges on Rose Hill are managed for
biodiversity and only mown along the roadside. The
county council’s policy is to mow a strip but to attract
pollinators by leaving some verges unmown.
A group of volunteers from Holy Trinity, Lickey is
expected to maintain the Trinity Garden in future.
The snowdrops on the roadside on Twatling Road have
been particularly welcome this year during Covid walks
and more have been planted as part of our annual planting
scheme.
The Parish Council works with our team of contractors to
keep the area well maintained. We should like to thank
Parish Lengthsman Simon Skeys, Neil Plevey and the ‘4
Seasons’ team, who maintain Greenfield Bank, footpaths
and the Pocket Park and Ron Smith, who produces year
after year our colourful planters and borders.
Thank you also to everyone who respects local verges and
does not use them for car parking; we do appreciate your
care.

Tree Planting
A list of possible sites for tree planting has been submitted
to the county council for approval and we expect to plant
in the autumn. We are hoping that this will take place
around National Tree Day in November and that it will be
possible to work with volunteers to do the planting.
We support the retention of trees whether they are
protected by an order or not and trust that developers will
respect this. The number of hedgerows continues to
decrease nationally and locally we are seeing garden
hedges being replaced by fencing, which cannot offer the
wildlife habitats and food supply needed.
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COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
C���. J��� H�����, L���

The Communication Group’s activities have been
particularly affected by the coronavirus pandemic. We had
to cancel the Helpers’ Meal in January, the Seniors’
Afternoon Tea in February, a Defibrillator Training
session, and the spring litter pick. The Environment
themed event planned for the Annual Meeting was
dropped. The Best Front Garden competition judging, due
to happen in late March was postponed till autumn, and
was eventually cancelled. Hopefully, they will all take place
this year. We have already ‘pencilled in’ September dates
for the Best Front Garden judging.

Communicating with our residents
The Annual Report 2020 was produced in
digital form and was available from our website.
Fifty paper copies were printed for anyone who
wanted one. We managed to deliver a
newsletter in September, and we thank all our
volunteers for this. We have had additional
inserts in the Village magazine when it restarted production. This year’s Annual Report is
again in both formats. It will be on our website
and can also be supplied as an email attachment
on request. If you need a paper copy – or know
someone who does – please contact our EO. We
also bought banners advertising the various
ways residents can contact us.

202 Bus Route
The 202 bus route was dropped without prior notice. The
Parish Council pushed for its re-instatement and, thanks to
strong support and hard work from our District and
County Councillors, this has been achieved.

Miscellany
The batteries in our defibrillators have been replaced.
Unfortunately littering has increased during the last year,
but fortunately so has volunteering which has helped to
mitigate the worst effects. We have put out signs in litter
hotspots, urging that litter be taken home. The Scouts once
again undertook their flag duty. Our thanks to them and to
everyone who has worked to improve
our Parish this year.

Photo Challenge and Calendar
To help create a community spirit during lockdown, we
initiated a photographic competition, asking for photos
for our Facebook page. Winning entries were made into
a calendar and given as prizes and “thank you” presents
to those working for the Parish. We are again asking
residents to post their photos on Facebook. But we are
also looking for high resolution photos for our next
calendar on the theme ‘Life in our Parish’. Entries
should be sent to our EO with the photographer’s
name, description/title of the photo, date taken and
where in the parish the photo was taken.

Christmas
The Christmas tree at Lickey had died so it was
replaced with a larger 2.5m Nordmann fir. A small
group of socially distanced Councillors joined Santa at
both Lickey and Blackwell for the tree lighting
ceremonies, which were streamed live to our Facebook
page. The annual children’s art competition was on the
theme ‘My Home at Christmas’, and Santa delivered
the prizes to both Schools. One design was chosen for
our Christmas card. Our thanks to all those who took
part, especially Santa and his little Elf.

A���� 2021
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COMMUNITY GROUP
REPORTS – 2020/21
Blackwell & Burcot WI
This last year has been an unforgettable one. Like all
other WI’s we have not been able to have our regular
meetings in Burcot Village Hall and have only been
able to keep in touch with each other by telephone.
We are an elderly, afternoon group, most of the ladies
not being familiar with the new technology and many
do not have email facilities, so we haven’t been able to
Zoom with members.
So, we are very much looking forward to being able
to meet up again and catch up with our friends over a
cup of tea and listening to a speaker. We also have a
Lunch Club, meeting once a month in a local
hostelry, and a Craft Group, both of which we enjoy
immensely and have greatly missed during this
isolation and social-distancing. So, roll on the time
when we will be able to re-join the human race and
hopefully start our meetings again in the autumn and
any new members will be welcome.
We meet on the second Wednesday of every month at
2.00pm in Burcot Village Hall.
Contact: Elsa Slim, secretary • 01527 872 664

Blackwell Festival Committee
The past year has been a challenge for
everyone, but Blackwell Festival Committee
have continued to meet virtually to come up
with innovative ideas and events to bring the
community together.
With lockdown and social distancing
measures in place, we were unable to get
together for our usual Party in the Park, so
we asked villagers to decorate their houses,
create colourful pictures, celebrate on their
drive with a picnic, and to support others
with a Food Bank collection and Little Books
of Hope – small notes to send to the lonely to
let them know that we were thinking of them.
Once again, our wonderful community spirit
meant that we had lots of donations and
heartfelt messages to share with others, and
neighbours sat on their drives, enjoying food,
drinks and socialising safely.
This year, we are hopeful that we will be able to go
ahead with our Mediaeval themed Party in the Park
and the Music Festival in September. Keep a look out
on our Facebook page and our website for the latest
news on what is happening.
We really appreciate the support that we have
received in attendance at our events and hope that, as
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we get further into the year, and restrictions ease, you
will come along to the 2021 events and have as great a
time as we all have in previous years.
Contact: Emma Westwood, Blackwell Festival
Committee • www.facebook.com/BlackwellFestival •
https://pete2557.wixsite.com/website

Blackwell First School
Here at Blackwell First School, it has been a busy year
and not the sort of year we would have chosen! Like
everyone, our lives have been turned upside down.
We have been open to key worker children
throughout the year and have been able to engage
with everyone throughout the two periods of
restricted attendance using telephone calls, Zoom,
App messages, Home Learning and activities that
have kept our school community united.

Naming our community projects, ‘Rainbow Projects’,
we have planned a variety of activities to engage the
children and their families. We had a song written for
us called, ‘We are the Rainbow Children’ by
Christianne Cutler, developed the Nathan Evans Sea
Shanty to create our own version and danced to
‘Rainbow Connection’ and ‘Mr Blue Sky’. We also
created a huge community quilt, stitched together by
Lesley Penfold, and made a beautiful Rainbow Tree.
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The tree was designed by Mark Riley, artist in
residence, and sponsored through Meadow Arts. It
was made by all of the children in Years 1 to 4 to reflect
on the year. Representing the children’s experiences
during the year, it creates a hope filled rainbow of
leaves bursting out of the school’s oak tree logo.
We are all looking forward to a brighter and more
colourful year next year.
Contact: Anna Moss, headteacher • 0121 445 1622

High House Wood
Unfortunately, this year has seen the sale of High
House Wood. The Parish Council did consider
buying it, but the price was far more than we had
anticipated. Sadly, in November 2020 High House
Wood Management Team was formally disbanded.
So here is a brief look at our past work. In 2005, the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s ‘Open Spaces’
scheme awarded a £25,000 grant, to ensure the site
was managed for wildlife and public access. Since the
grant period ended, management of the site has been
funded by the Parish Council. A management team
consisting of the owners’ agent, the Parish Council
and High House Drive Residents Association was set
up, meeting about twice a year.
Over the years, the Team worked to clear paths,
control invasive plants, reduce tree canopy for more
light, and encourage wildflowers. Three information
boards were installed, and the site kept safe and
secure. As the Wood abuts the Lickey Hills Country
Park, it is even more valuable for wildlife and people.
It has been formerly registered with Bromsgrove
District Council as a Community Asset.
Although the paths are not formally registered, they
have been in regular use for at least 50 years, and are
walked by children on the way to school. The Parish
Council asked the County Council for them to be
registered in the 1990s. Lickey Hills School and the
local scout and guide groups have used the wood for
nature studies and recreation.
The Wood has won three prizes in the Best Front
Garden competition - the money being spent on
bird-boxes and two crab apple trees, one of which
was planted in a ceremony commemorating the
WWI Armistice. We have had a Bat Night and in
2019, a team member was recognised as a ‘Wildlife
Hero’ by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust for work
done in the Wood.
We would like to thank the original owners, Andrew
Woods (their agent), and all those who have worked
for the project in the past. We hope the Wood will
continue to be a haven for wildlife and people into
the future. To this end, the new purchaser has been
informed that we would like to continue our work.
However, to date there has been no response.
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The Lickey Community Group
Like many organisations, we satisfactorily adapted to
circumstance.
Zoom now features prominently as we go about our
business of ‘aiming to protect and enhance the local
area’. Maintaining our obligation of attending each
Parish Council meeting and asking questions, some
answers were more forthcoming than others.
The push to have damaged trees replaced on OBR
Marlbrook has alas been thwarted by County
claiming there are facilities running underground at
this point. The idea was to gently persuade home
owners and visitors to stop damaging verges. It is
now looking like planters plus the ongoing
maintenance costs.

We were pleased that Cllr. Peter McDonald was able
to supply SmartWater packs free of charge to
residents from his own budget and also rescued little
‘Rose Hill’ from her captors!
For obvious reasons discourteous parking by school
parents wasn’t the usual big issue, but those that
could – still did! However, the growing number of
vehicles parking on Twatling Road while owners visit
the country park will not diminish when the
expected parking charges are introduced.
Any satisfactory conclusion to the Tip saga seems as
likely as the Peoples Liberation Front targeting its
pond. Paint drying offers more entertainment. The
furtive dumping still happens without permission
and BDC or the Environment Agency seem
powerless to do anything.
Our recent AGM, intended to be contained within 30
minutes in fact ran almost three times that!
Supporting the members and a Q&A were guests Jill
Harvey with a comprehensive update on the Lickey
Hills Country Park and Bob Jefford on the successful
PC volunteer C-19 support initiative.
Contact: Keith Woolford, Chair • 0121 445 4619
www.hugofox.com/community/the-lickey-communitygroup-18624

| N����� 79 | lickey & blackwell parish council newsletter

7

The Lickey Hills Local History Society
This has been rather a quiet year for the Society! The
last two meetings of our 2019/20 season – cancelled.
Our Open Weekend in September – cancelled. All
the meetings of our 2020/21 season – cancelled.
However, this does not mean we have not been busy.
Committee members decided that if members could
not meet in person, we would undertake to send out
a monthly bulletin to keep in contact – filled with
items on our local history. So, from July onwards
members have had something to read and –
hopefully – enjoy. We have covered writers and
artists, the Civil War, sport, explorers, children’s lives,
WWII, Christmas, agriculture and some noteworthy
people – all with a local slant. With a smattering of
illustrations, book reviews, recipes, extracts from
newspapers and Church magazines, cartoons and
quizzes. These are all available as PDF files. If you
think you would be interested in any of them, or
want to know about our next season of talks, do let
us know.

However, the extra footfall has caused problems with
litter, parking and mountain bike use. We would like
to remind residents that bikes are only permitted on
the bridle paths and the permissive paths that join
them. Off path riding is not only a danger to other
park users but is also trashing habitats, and could
permanently damage the bluebell woods. Ask the
Rangers for information if you are unsure of the
byelaws.
Contact: www.lhs.org.uk

Contact: info@lhlhs • www.lhlhs.org.uk

The Lickey Hills Society
The Bad News
Cancelled:
• Thursday Walks since March 2020;
• Spring litter pick;
• Two sessions in the Old Rose & Crown Gardens;
• Two sessions on the Rednal tram tracks.
Postponed:
The Poetry Project; work on the information boards
for which we have grant money.
The Good News
We are still making progress! The Committee has met
regularly via Zoom. Working within Government
restrictions we have had.
• Two litter picks, as well as members litter-picking
individually.
• Two balsam bashes in June and July
• One member continues to survey fungi and
mosses in the Country Park
We have bought more equipment for the Country
Park. The two ‘tree poppers’, bought last year for
heathland clearance work, were so appreciated by the
Rangers that they asked us for four more of differing
sizes, costing nearly £1,000.
We spent over £5,000 on eight picnic tables, two of
which are designed for wheelchair use. They are
made from recycled plastic, so should last longer and
be easier to clean. Last month we bought some
timber to be made into bird boxes by volunteers.
We are pleased that so many people have visited the
Country Park during the pandemic restrictions.
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Lickey Hills Primary and Nursery School
Children, parents and staff at Lickey Hills Primary
were delighted to open our doors more widely this
month so that all of our children could return to
school, friendships and learning.
It’s been a pleasure to look after our key worker
children during lockdown and we’ve been very
impressed with our super remote learners too.
Technology has provided wonderful opportunities
for children at home and in school to see and hear
each other and remain
connected during this
third lockdown.
On behalf of the staff, I
would like to send our
huge thanks to parents and
carers for their great
efforts to juggle work,
home and family life
during this challenging
time.
Despite lockdown, we still
managed to have the
annual ‘Great Lickey Hills
Science Festival’ with the
interesting theme of
‘Enginuity’. Children, at
home and in school, tried A ‘Frida Kahlo’ inspired painting by Tilly
out some engineering challenges including making
marble runs and we found out about some very
clever engineers. We all celebrated ‘World Book Day’
with a very funny ‘Masked Reader Challenge’ and
because we love reading so much at Lickey Hills, we
stretched book day to book week and became authors
and illustrators of our own stories and books.
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Life at home and in school is very different at the
moment but as Kevin the koala (who could) says in
one of our favourite books, life can be NEW and
WONDERFUL. It certainly is wonderful to have
everyone back as once again we begin another ‘new
normal’ at Lickey Hills.
Contact: Amanda Sailisbury, Headteacher
0121 445 1992

Lickey WI
In January we enjoyed meeting as a group for our
annual New Year Meal at Barnt Green Cricket Club,
with little idea of what was to come. The full
programme organised for 2020 was cancelled when
Covid hit. We kept in touch by ‘phone and email. At
the remotely held Annual Meeting in July, Jenny
Ryder was elected as our new President.

Lickey Hills Country Park
The Rangers have now spent an entire year without
any volunteer support. In 2019/20 volunteers
working with the Rangers gave 3827.5 hours of
service across the Lickey Hills and the Northfield
Constituency. This loss has been hugely detrimental
particularly to long-term projects such as the
heathland restoration.
Other Ranger hubs were even more heavily impacted,
namely Sheldon Country Park which normally has
over 30 volunteers, resulting in two staff from the
Lickey Hills being transferred to work at Sheldon
Country Park, Ranger Penny Marriot and Ranger
Support Officer Megan Baker, who still remain to
support.

The Lickey Hills Society volunteer litterpickers on Rednal Hill

In August, when restrictions allowed, Members made
a private visit to a garden in Wythall, part of the
National Gardens Scheme – a very pleasant evening.
We wandered round the gardens, finishing with
socially-distanced tea and cake. In September Jill
Harvey gave us a fascinating tour of the WWI gunproofing range on the Lickey Hills, where guns were
tested after being repaired at the Austin Works,
before being returned to the Front.
Since the autumn we have had talks via Zoom on:
The History of Christmas; Worcestershire Coaching
Houses; and a Christmas Quiz. In December we
rocked along at home to local singer Devon Mayson
who appeared on TV at Christmas from the Albert
Hall with Katherine Jenkins. Last month’s talk was on
growing up in post-war Birmingham back-to-back
housing. We plan a visit later in the year to the
National Trust Back-to-Backs site in Birmingham.
New and returning Members are most welcome to
join our friendly group. Following the new national
WI policy of subscription flexibility, Lickey WI is
currently offering a 25% discount.
Contact: Jenny Ryder • 0121 445 1872
LickeyWI@gmail.com • https://lickeywi.wordpress.com
or Facebook page.
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Megan started in March 2020, along with Ranger
Warden Jack Rosa, and we were very grateful for this
boost to our team numbers. While we were all locked
down the plant disease Phytophthora ramorum was
still having its devastating effect on the park.
Early in 2021 a number of sweet chestnut trees
around the Green Man sculpture were felled due to
the disease, and now in March we have just been
issued with a new Statutory Plant Health Notification
from Forestry England. This order, which is
enforceable by law, will see a further 20 hectares of
forestry work on Beacon Hill, with the removal of
larch to be completed by 31 August. We plan to
combine this with thinning of other tree species in
that area, which has been desperately needed for
many years now. As with previous areas of larch
clearance, we will restock with native tree species.
Our volunteers have been able to make some nest
boxes at home. This is in response to new sightings
over the year of four birds not recorded in the Park
for at least 20 years: wood lark, redstart (amber list),
spotted flycatcher and wood warbler (both on the red
list).
Contact: Warren Lane Visitor Centre (tel during C-19)
0121 445 6036
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Worcestershire Community Rail Partnership
(WCRP)
The Community Rail Partnership for Worcestershire
is made up of the three train operating companies
serving the County, the County Council, and the
three rail user groups within the County, supported
by the West Midlands Rail Executive. The aim of the
Partnership is to connect stations to the communities
they serve. This is achieved by supporting the
adoption of individual stations by volunteers from
the local community, and by working with local
stakeholders to improve access to the station.

KEITH WOOLFORD

Lickey Hills Geo-Champions
It's 10 years since the Lickey Hills Geo-Champions
group was formed to look after the geological features
in Warren Lane Quarry, and the spectacular rock
formation in Barnt Green Road Quarry (BGRQ).
The scope has gradually widened to include other
geological sites around the Lickeys, and the
Champions have run numerous open days and walks
to bring the amazing geological story of the Lickeys
to a wider public. Curiosity has led to some serious
research in pursuit of greater understanding of the
earth processes which created the Lickeys. This led
Geo-Champion Alan Richardson to produce a
detailed booklet (2019) with copious illustrations.

Barnt Green Railway Station - platform 2
Geo-Champion Dave with LHCP Ranger Dave Beardsmore at work around
the Rednal Hill Boulder
– February 2020

The year got off to a good start with clearance
sessions in Warren Lane Quarry, Rednal Hill Rock
and Rubery Cutting, and a publicity leaflet was
published in February. Then Covid-19 stopped
everything – but not for long! In July the group got
the go-ahead to resume clearance and research
activities with up to six participants using their own
tools.
There were three clearance/research sessions between
July and September (BGRQ, Rose Hill Quarry, and a
new site on Rednal Hill). In December Warren Lane
Quarry had some much-needed attention, and
BGRQ was awarded the designation of ‘Local
Geological Site’ to give the site a higher geological
status. Covid restrictions have halted all activity since
then, but the Lickey Hills Geo-Champions have plans
and will be back in action as soon as possible. New
recruits are always welcome!
Contact: Julie Schroder • lickeychampions@gmail.com •
https://ehtchampions.org.uk/ch/worcestershire-sites/
lickey-hills-quarries/
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– March 2021

Your local station of Barnt Green is still to be adopted
so the WCRP’s Partnership Officer would be
delighted to hear from readers of this newsletter who
are able to volunteer time to give the station some
TLC (which would be in addition to the work
regularly undertaken by the West Midlands Railway’s
own contractors). Typical volunteer adopter activities
include litter picking, reporting vandalism and
damage, gardening, maintaining local information
boards and displays, and working towards larger
projects which enhance the station environment.
More information can be obtained from Peter
Chapman, the Partnership Officer.
Peter is delighted to have had discussions with
representatives of the Parish Council about
improving connections to the station. He expects to
be able to work with the Council on grant
applications for improvements over the coming year.
Contact: Peter Chapman, Partnership Officer
peter.chapman@wmre.org.uk • www.wcrp.org.uk
All Community Group images have been supplied by
that group unless otherwise stated.
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Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council
During the Covid-19 crisis, the Parish Council is coordinating the local Community Support Group.
If you, a family member, a neighbour or a friend in the parish needs assistance – contact Executive Officer
Mr Nick Forknell, chair
Lickey Monument Ward (H/lead)

40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE

0121 439 9324

nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Bakul Kumar, vice chair
Linthurst Ward (C + E)

14 St Catherine’s Road, Blackwell B60 1BN

07768 991 454

bk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Anna Boehm
Lickey Ward (C + F)

48 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 6659

ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Janet King
Linthurst Ward (E/lead + P)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 2802

jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Aled Luckman
Shepley Ward (P)

40 Mearse Lane, Lickey B45 8HL

07580 796 388

al@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Stephen Nock
Shepley Ward (P/lead)

Tavistock House, Mearse Lane B45 8HL

0121 445 3213

sn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Ms Bernice Jones
Lickey Grange Ward

264a Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8HL

–

bn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

07930 837 770

eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Council House, Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 881 288

www.bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Richard Deeming, 502 Groveley Lane, Cofton Hackett, B’ham B45 8UB – Cofton Ward

0121 445 3114

r.deeming@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Ms. Helen Jones, 72 Bourne Avenue, Catshill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0NX – Marlbrook Ward

07758 103 795

h.jones@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Janet King, 110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS – Lickey Hills Ward

0121 445 2802

j.king@bromsgrove.gov.uk

County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP

01905 763 763

www.worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Peter McDonald, 10 Waseley Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9TP – Beacon Division

0121 453 9267

pmcdonald2@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, Brook Cottage, Priory Rd, Dodford,Bromsgrove B61 9DD – Lickey Hills Ward

0121 453 9267

ktaylor3@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Shirley Webb, 74 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LE – Woodvale Division

01527 882 392

swebb2@worcestershire.gov.uk

01527 872 135

sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk

01527 570 490

www.ageuk.org.uk

Blackwell First School, St. Catherines Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1BN

0121 445 1662

www.blackwellfirstschool.com

Bromsgrove Library, Parkside,Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 575 855

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
directory_record/19/bromsgrove_library

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 50 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0DD

01527 831 480

www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Lickey Community Group, 30 High House Drive, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8ET

0121 445 4619

www.hugofox.com/community/thelickey-community-group-18624

Lickey Hills Primary School, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8EU

0121 445 4619 www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

Neighbourhood Watch – Adrian Symonds, Community Volunteers Co-ordinator

01905 331 046 www.westmercia.police.uk

Mrs Jill Harvey
Lickey Ward (C/lead + P + E)
Mr Peter Harvey
Lickey Grange Ward (F/lead)

(C )

Mrs Lisa Winterbourn
Executive Officer

(Parish Office: Trinity Centre, Old B’ham Road, Lickey B45 8ES)
Home office only: Weds and Thurs 10.30am-3.30pm

PC Groups: Environment | Finance | Highways | Planning | Communications | editorial – executive officer

Bromsgrove District Council

Worcestershire County Council

Member of Parliament
Mr Sajid Javid MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Community Contacts
Age UK, 51 Windsor Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 2BJ
Artrix Arts Centre, School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AX

– – – ceased trading 7/4/20 – – –

Parish Environment Champion – VACANT
Parish Lengthsman – Simon Skeys

via Lisa Winterbourn, EO - above

Parish Footpath Warden – Allan Postgate
Parish Tree Warden – VACANT
Police, Blackwell
Police, Lickey – Rubery Police Station, 164 New Road B45 9JA (no counter service)
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www.westmercia.police.uk

Rural Rides, 9 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7JJ

01527 879 290

https://burtrides.org.uk

Trinity Centre, 411 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES

0121 445 1425

www.lickeychurch.com

Worcestershire County Council Highways Dept – reporting potholes etc.

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/
resident-home.aspx

Details of local groups and organisations

www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org
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L����� ��� B�������� P����� C������
(Parish Office,Trinity Centre, Lickey – closed during lockdown)
Wednesdays and Thursdays from home 10.15am-3.30pm
07930 837 770 • eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Social Media:
www.facebook.com/lickeyandblackwellcouncil
https://twitter.com/lickeyblackwell
@LickeyBlackPC and lickeyblackwell

> All email & website addresses are live in the digital copy <

—Lisa Winterbourn, ExecutiveOfficer

H��� H���� W���, L�����
The Parish Council regrets that its maintenance support of
this popular woodland at the High House Drive/Old
Birmingham Road junction has now ended following the sale
of the wood by its private owners. Over the years a great deal
of good work has gone into making it what it is now – a
wildlife habitat, a relaxing green wooded place for us all and a
precious green space between buildings on a busy road.

We hope and expect that the protections provided by the
Neighbourhood Development Plan’s policies will allow it to
remain as a woodland and the community asset which it is
and look forward to meeting the new owner
—Cllr. Janet King

LICKEY & BLACKWELL C19 SUPPORT GROUP

I hope that this newsletter finds you well. It has been a very difficult
year for all of us and I have been delighted to see the community
working together to support each other. The Covid support group has
over 50 volunteers across the whole of the parish and many
households have requested our assistance with shopping and
prescriptions, particularly in the first lockdown.
Since we have all grown more accustomed to lockdown conditions,
we have found that requests for help to our organisation have reduced
considerably. This is a testament to the supportive nature of
individuals in our community as volunteers have forged friendships
with those they have been helping and neighbours are happy to assist
neighbours without the need for us to work as a go between. It has
been a wonderful experience being part of this group and it is very
reassuring to know that in times of crisis we can pull together so
effectively and so quickly. We are still here to help anyone who needs
us but as we come back out of lockdown it is likely that the group will
no longer be required.
Many thanks to all of our volunteers who have been so generous with
their time. All being well I may not have anything to report next year!
If you need support – please make contact.
Contact: Lisa Winterbourn
Executive Officer Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council
C19 Support group volunteer and co-ordinator
07930 837 770 • eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

The momentum of work on our paths network has been severely
hampered by Covid restrictions but we would encourage you to
continue reporting any areas where access is difficult and if
improvements can be organised, they will be.
I’ll be going out again from April with my secateurs, loppers and
nettle slasher to the overgrowth hotspots and will report back to
our Executive Officer Lisa any which are beyond my capabilities. I
will respond reactively to any reports she receives of footpath
problems.
Contact: LisaWinterbourn • eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org
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Your PC newsletter contains material responsibly sourced from managed and sustainable commercial forests.
The paper used plus delivery to printer is ‘Carbon Neutral’ through the Woodland Carbon scheme.
‘FSC’ is made 2014
from totally
biodegradable
and acid-free material – please pass on or recycle.
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Every effort is made to ensure newsletter accuracy but disclaim any liability if incorrect – do check with the relevant group.

design by Keith Woolford | Arch Media 0121 445 4619

FOOTPATH WARDEN

