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CASUAL VACANCY

ARISEN
AN OPPORTUNITY HAS
UNCIL.
CO
TO JOIN THE PARISH
DETAILS FROM
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER.

PC Meetings for the remainder of 2021/22 are at 7.30pm - The Wheel, Blackwell
Monday 15 Nov | Monday 20 Dec | January 2022 - Recess | Monday 21 Feb | Monday 21 March
All residents are most welcome to attend – observing prevailing rules

FOREWORD
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The last 18 months have been incredibly challenging, and
the community got together, volunteered and helped the
vulnerable residents over this difficult period. New
friendships were developed amongst fellow walkers and
joggers and may this trend continue!
This is not the case with everyone, as prolonged isolation
has led to social withdrawal and some individuals have
developed avoidance behaviour due to the fear of
infection. We must be on the lookout for such people and
ask them to see their GP to be referred to the Social
Prescribing team. ‘Long Covid’ within our family and
friends can cause symptoms that last weeks or months
after the infection has gone. These residents also need help
from their GP and the rehabilitation service.
A return to normality was seen recently in a wellsupported community litter pick in Lickey and Blackwell.
The UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) wants countries to come forward with ambitious
2030 emissions reduction targets that align with reaching
net zero by the middle of the century. The Parish Council
has charted on its website the CO2 emissions of the parish

The PC Blackwell Autumn litterpick - Bakul with Cllr. Janet King (left)
and local resident Maureen Eastman
– October 2021

which are considerably higher than the neighbouring
areas and means of how to reduce the carbon footprint –
see below.
On a lighter note as the travel restrictions are eased, Santa
has made his travel arrangements to be in the Parish
during the Christmas period.
l
Baku
Carbon Footprint – please visit:
www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org/carbon-footprint

HIGHWAYS
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Worcestershire County Council (WCC) have topped up
our yellow grit bins ready for the icy weather to come. Our
Lengthsman takes care of our green grit bins (owned and
managed by the Parish Council). Main routes in the Parish
benefit from grit spreaders when icy weather is expected.
In the event of these adverse conditions DO enrol the
assistance of your neighbours and spread grit if it is
needed in any side roads! If there are any shortages of grit,
please let us know or report online.
County Councillor Kit Taylor would like to encourage
residents to report any issues, in particular those relating
to blocked drains and gullies.

We have negotiated with WCC to be able to place new
bollards along Old Birmingham Road in Lickey. Residents
who currently have home-made bollards should expect
those to be replaced by the permitted plastic bollards. If
any residents of Old Birmingham Road in Lickey/
Marlbrook would like to have bollards installed on the
verges outside their homes please contact our Executive
Officer.
Highways issues can be reported online on the WCC
‘Report It’ page:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/Report

David King – a tribute
Many of you will remember David King, the husband of Cllr Janet
King, who passed away this summer. David was a loyal supporter
of all of Janet’s work especially here with the Parish Council.
We are pleased to have dedicated a bench in Blackwell to his
memory in recogni�on of his invaluable work in the Parish.
Bakul Kumar, Chair
–Lickey & Blackwell Parish Council
cover picture: Best Front Garden 2021 ‘Special Commendation Award’ – September 2021
unless otherwise stated all photographs by Keith and Simon Woolford
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ENVIRONMENT GROUP
We would like to thank everyone who took part in our
Community Litter Pick which turned out be a great
success. We plan to begin Community Walks in Blackwell
with the support of BDC to help to improve the health and
wellbeing of the residents. Following the launch of our new
Environment Policy it was decided that the Parish Council
would carry out a feasibility study to see whether there is a
need to install public electric vehicle points in the Parish
by consulting the residents and landowners. Our footpath
warden Allan Postgate, alongside County officers, has been
dealing with issues relating to our public footpaths. The PC
would like to thank Allan for his diligence and wish him a
speedy recovery.

BAKUL KUMAR

C���. J���� K���, L���

Parish Litter Pick
On Saturday 9 October sunshine greeted our community
group of litter pickers which included councillors,
residents and children, who met at the village stores in
Blackwell and at the Visitor Centre in the Lickey Hills
Country Park. The Lickey event was organised by The
Lickey Hills Society, the Blackwell one by the Parish
Council with the support of Bromsgrove District Council
who provided the litter picking equipment.
Many thanks to all involved and to Blackwell village stores
for providing refreshments to our hard-working litter
pickers.

Litter
Award-winning Ron Smith showing off his green-fingers in Blackwell
–August 2021

Planters in the Parish have been spectacular this year and a
big thank you to Ron Smith and congratulations for his
prize in the Best Front Garden Competition. Ron has been
replanting with winter plants for the new season.

Our Lengthsman is also employed as a litter picker in the
Parish – if you notice any areas in need of attention, please
contact us.
Fly-tipping can be reported directly to Bromsgrove
District Council via their webpage:
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/report-it.aspx

FINANCE GROUP

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Our annual internal and external audit is now complete –
all information is available on our website Finance page.
We will be publishing our monthly bill payments in future
with our meeting minutes and anyone who wants to see
how the precept is spent can view these on the Agendas
and Minutes section of our website.
We are currently setting the budget and deciding on the
precept for the coming financial year. Councillors have
formulated an action plan of projects, which is considered
when setting the priorities for spending in the Parish.

The Planning Committee investigates any applications that
go to the District Council and reports our comments and
those of residents to be considered to the decision makers.
We have noticed that applications are getting back to preCovid levels and we are meeting fortnightly to deal with
them. At the time of writing, we have commented on 30
applications this Council year.
We meet fortnightly at the Trinity Centre Office and
residents are welcome to attend if there is an application of
concern. Please contact the Executive Officer for details.
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Google Earth
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COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
C���. B���� K����, L���

The Communications Group has been back to our usual
business of arranging the Best Front Garden competition.
We have also been enjoying the entries to our Photograph
of the Month competition. Residents are encouraged to
post pictures of local interest on our social media pages,
which will be judged and used for the Parish calendar of
2022.
This is a busy time for us arranging our Christmas
activities – liaising with Blackwell First School and Lickey
Hills Primary School with regards to our annual
competition and the lighting events as well as writing an
invitation to Santa, who says that he will be very happy to
join us.
In February next year we will be hosting our annual
afternoon tea and are currently looking for guest speakers.
Finally, we are the group responsible for putting together
the Parish Council Newsletter and organising the
volunteers to deliver them to homes. We hope that you
enjoy the fruits of our hard work.

Best Front Garden Compe��on
On Sunday 10 October at Holy Trinity Church in Lickey
an audience of prize-winning gardeners assembled to
receive their prizes.
The master of ceremonies was our Chairman Bakul Kumar
and the prizes were distributed by Councillor Janet King,
who for several years has organised this competition.
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Best Front Garden Awards 2021
Large Gardens
1st 17 Twatling Road
2nd 8 Shepley Road
3rd 6 Twatling Road

Medium Gardens
1st 56 Greenhill
2nd 5 Tanglewood Close
3rd 56 Linthurst Newtown

Small Gardens
1st 29 Greenfield Avenue
2nd 5 Tanglewood Close
3rd 5 The Hollies

Public and Commercial Gardens
Ron Smith for parish planters & flower borders

Special Commendations
9 Lower Shepley Ln – “most beautiful front garden”
and

the Blackwell Community Garden

All the parish gardens were appraised by a group of
volunteer judges in early September – looking for colour,
care and plantsmanship.
The Parish Council would like to thank all of those people
who contribute to the attractiveness of this area by
investing time and effort in their gardens and to our
Executive Officer for organising this event.
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MORE FROM THE PC
Police Surgery

Farewell Councillor Luckman
We would like to thank Councillor Aled Luckman for his
service to the Parish Council as he has recently resigned
from his Shepley Ward seat to spend more time on his
role as County Councillor and other projects.
We now have a casual vacancy for the Shepley Ward and
welcome anyone is interested in applying.

BAKUL KUMAR

Residents attended a Police surgery conducted outside
Blackwell Community Hall. Issues discussed with PC
Stone included speeding and antisocial behaviour.
Residents also had the opportunity to learn about the new
Community Speed Watch Programme.
The next meeting at this venue is set for Wednesday 10
November 2021.

For more details contact our Executive Officer.

Carbon Footprint
A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse
gases (including carbon dioxide and methane) that are
generated by our actions. The Carbon Footprint tool –
found on our website – measures the total territorial and
consumption-based footprint.
The total territorial footprint measures carbon dioxide
arising within the Parish as illustrated here, including
industrial, commercial, domestic, agricultural and road
transport emissions.
The consumption-based footprint measures individual
household data and looks at how people in a given locality
live their lives and includes:
• Gas, oil and electricity consumed in homes
• Type of food
• Clothing
• Use of appliances
• Car ownership and miles driven

Defibrillators
We have three defibrillators in the parish, which are
located at Blackwell club, in the red phone box on Old
Birmingham Road, and on the front of the Trinity Centre
in Lickey where we have installed a finger post sign.
The box on the Trinity Centre has been replaced by a
locking cabinet and the code will be available if the
defibrillator is needed by dialling 999.

N������� 2021

Community Speed Watch (CSW)
These schemes are coordinated by the police but managed
and run by volunteers in the community. The scheme
enables local people to take an active role in road safety
and make their community safer.
The aim of CSW is NOT to catch as many speeding drivers
as possible but to encourage motorists to drive at a safe and
appropriate speed. Also, to re-educate drivers about the
dangers of speeding and address concerns from local
residents about cars speeding through their
neighbourhood.
Please contact our Executive Officer if you would like
to be a volunteer.

| N����� 80 | lickey & blackwell parish council newsletter

5

AROUND THE PARISH
Blackwell Community Hall is up and running!

Heritage Weekend in the Park

Thank you so much to so many of you who have given up
time, and still continue to do so, to get the hall painted,
repaired and renovated. There will be more to do so if you’d
like to help, please get in touch.

Mid-September saw another interesting event by The
Lickey Hill Society in the Lickey Hills Country Park.
There is much
history in the Lickey
Hills and its
surrounding area
about both World
Wars, particularly as
the Longbridge plant
refurbished
Howitzers during
the WWI. Tours of
the quarry showed
the story where the
guns were tested
before returning to
the front.
Buildings still exist
next to the Visitor
Centre in Warren Lane erected to house the sergeants and
lower ranks together with a latrine block.
This free regular event had displays in the School Room
with members on hand to talk about the maps, artefacts
and a new exhibit of reproduced paintings by the 19th
century artist Elijah Watson who painted many local
scenes.
Member Jill Harvey said that they had a most successful
event, “…particularly following on the heels of the virus
issues. We enjoyed meeting around 100 people of all ages
who were interested in the history of the park. We indebted
to the generosity of the rangers for hosting the event”.

Seeing the community work together has been the perfect
start to the life of the newly renamed Blackwell
Community Hall.
The Methodist owners of the property deserve much praise
for their willingness to see the village use this building
rather than it be sold. They would love to see it used for a
mix of community and faith-based activities.
So, it is now down to the village to support the activities
that are put on in the hall. We need to USE IT OR LOSE
IT! There are fitness and dance classes for ALL ages
running already. Playgroups are starting up in November
and an after-school homework club planned from January.
It’s available to hire at £12 p/hr and £40 for 4 hrs.
more information on the village noticeboards
or facebook.com/BCHBlackwell

Blackwell Music Festival

Dog Fouling

A high old time was had by all
attending the September sellout event this year.
There was continuous music
from the nine performances
on the two-stage set-up.
Lashings of ale, prosecco,
delicious food and more fun
than you can shake a stick at
were enough to wake-up
nearby Bromsgrove!
Partly sponsored by the PC,
may we offer our warm
congratulations to the tireless
Emma Westwood and her
support team of hardworking
volunteers.

Unfortunately, there seems to have been an
increase in dog fouling in our streets
recently. While most dog owners are
responsible individuals, there are still some
who do not clean up after their pets or leave
the bags on the street.
Dog fouling is not only unpleasant but also
dangerous. Although rare, contact with dog
excrement can cause toxocariasis – an
infection that can cause dizziness, nausea,
and exacerbation of asthma and in rare
cases seizures or blindness.
If there are no dog-fouling bins in the
vicinity any public bin can take the waste –
please do not leave it on the streets. The
Parish Council have requested some further
dog waste bins in the Parish. If you know a
spot where one is needed, please let us
know.

Films/stills on Keith Woolford’s
YouTube Channel.
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Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council
Mr Bakul Kumar, chair
Linthurst Ward (C/lead + E + H + P)

32 Mearse Lane, Lickey B45 8HL

07768 991 454

bk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Nick Forknell, vice chair
Lickey Monument Ward (H/lead + C)

40 Pine Grove, Lickey B45 8HE

0121 439 9324

nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Anna Boehm
Lickey Ward (C + F)

48 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 6659

ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

36 Rose Hill, Lickey B45 8RR

0121 453 5838

jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Ms Bernice Jones
Lickey Grange Ward ( C)

264a Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8HL

07738 080 444

bj@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mrs Janet King
Linthurst Ward (E/lead + P)

110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS

0121 445 2802

jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Mr Stephen Nock
Shepley Ward (P/lead)

Tavistock House, Mearse Lane B45 8HL

0121 445 3213

sn@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Shepley Ward

Vacant – apply EO

Mrs Lisa Winterbourn
Executive Officer

(Parish Office: Trinity Centre, Old B’ham Road, Lickey B45 8ES)
Wednesdays only - just ring the bell!

07930 837 770

eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

Council House, Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 881 288

www.bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Richard Deeming, 502 Groveley Lane, Cofton Hackett, B’ham B45 8UB – Hillside Ward

0121 445 3114

r.deeming@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Ms. Helen Jones, 72 Bourne Avenue, Catshill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0NX – Marlbrook Ward

07758 103 795

h.jones@bromsgrove.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Janet King, 110 Linthurst Newtown, Blackwell B60 1BS – Lickey Hills Ward

0121 445 2802

j.king@bromsgrove.gov.uk

County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP

01905 763 763

www.worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mr Adrian Kriss, 47a Worcester Road, Bromsgrove B61 7DN – Beacon Division

07973 989 991

akriss@worcestershire.gov.uk

Mrs Jill Harvey
Lickey Ward (C + P)
Mr Peter Harvey
Lickey Grange Ward (F/lead)

PC Groups: Environment | Finance | Highways | Planning | Communications | editorial – executive officer

Bromsgrove District Council

Worcestershire County Council

Cllr. Mr Kit Taylor, Brook Cottage, Priory Rd, Dodford, Bromsgrove B61 9DD – Bromsgrove East Division 0121 453 9267

ktaylor3@worcestershire.gov.uk

Cllr. Mrs Shirley Webb, 74 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill, Bromsgrove B61 0LE – Woodvale Division

01527 882 392

swebb2@worcestershire.gov.uk

01527 872 135

sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk

01527 570 490

www.ageuk.org.uk

Member of Parliament
Mr Sajid Javid MP House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Community Contacts
Age UK, 51 Windsor Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 2BJ
Artrix Arts Centre, School Drive, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 1AX

– – – ceased trading 7/4/20 – – –

presently a Covid vaccination station

Blackwell First School, St. Catherines Road, Blackwell, Worcs B60 1BN

0121 445 1662

www.blackwellfirstschool.com

Bromsgrove Library, Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 8DA

01527 575 855

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
directory_record/19/bromsgrove_library

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 50 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0DD

01527 831 480

www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Lickey Community Group, 30 High House Drive, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8ET

0121 445 4619

www.hugofox.com/community/thelickey-community-group-18624

Lickey Hills Primary School, Old Birmingham Road, Lickey, Birmingham B45 8EU

0121 445 4619 www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

Neighbourhood Watch – Adrian Symonds, Community Volunteers Co-ordinator

01905 331 046 www.westmercia.police.uk

Parish Environment Champion – VACANT
Parish Lengthsman – Simon Skeys

via Lisa Winterbourn, EO - above

Parish Footpath Warden – Allan Postgate
Parish Tree Warden – VACANT
Police, Blackwell
Police, Lickey – Rubery Police Station, 164 New Road B45 9JA (no counter service)
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www.westmercia.police.uk

Rural Rides, 9 Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7JJ

01527 879 290

https://burtrides.org.uk

Trinity Centre, 411 Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8ES

0121 445 1425

www.lickeychurch.com

Worcestershire County Council Highways Dept – reporting potholes etc.

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/
resident-home.aspx

Details of local groups and organisations

www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org
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Parish Office,Trinity Centre, Lickey
Open Wednesdays – please ring the bell.
07930 837 770 • eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org

www.facebook.com/lickeyandblackwellcouncil
https://twitter.com/lickeyblackwell
www.instagram.com/lickeyblackwell/
—Lisa Winterbourn, ExecutiveOfficer

design by Keith Woolford | Arch Media 0121 445 4619

> All email & website addresses are live in the digital copy <

Social Media:
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Your PC newsletter contains material responsibly sourced from managed and sustainable commercial forests.
The paper used plus delivery to printer is ‘Carbon Neutral’ through the Woodland Carbon scheme.
‘FSC’ is made from totally recyclable, biodegradable and acid-free material – please pass on or recycle.
Every effort is made to ensure newsletter accuracy but we disclaim any liability if incorrect – do check with the relevant group.

