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alternating between the Wheel, Blackwell or Trinity Centre, Lickey.

Please check our website for details. www.lickeyandblackwellpc.org 
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Foreword Cllr Bakul Kumar, Chair

The entire country mourns 
the sad death of Queen 
Elizabeth II, who worked 
tirelessly with modesty and 
stoicism, embodying the 
best of our values. As a mark 
of respect, the Parish council 
was flying flags at half-mast 
at Lickey and Blackwell. 
We welcome King Charles 
III and may his reign be as 
successful as that of the 
Queen.

The government has 
introduced a new Energy 
Price Guarantee, ensuring a 
typical household will pay no 

more than £2,500 per year for 
each of the next two years, 
which comes as a welcome 
relief to us all.

Yet we should not be liberal 
with energy consumption 
because energy bills will 
be frozen. Our website has 
details of how to make 
savings on energy bills.

The installation of new 
gas mains caused some 
inconvenience to the residents 
of Blackwell but will be of 
benefit in the long-term There 
are further road closures 
planned in October. Please 

visit the ‘News’ section of our 
website for more information.

The Council organised Best 
Front Garden Competition 
which saw some excellent 
entries and winners.

Our contractors have been 
diligent in keeping the roads 
clean, clearing gullies and 
vegetations.

We encourage residents 
to attend Parish Council 
meetings, all are welcome. It 
may be of special interest to 
those considering joining the 
Council as a Parish Councillor 
when vacancies occur.

All photos courtesy of Cllr Bakul Kumar unless otherwise stated.  
Front page photos also courtesy of Keith Woolford and Mary Frampton. 

NEW COUNCILLORS
Cllr O’Reilly is a Fellow 
of the Institute of Civil 
Engineers and has lived 
with his wife on Twatling 
Road since 1997.

Member of 
Planning Committee

Representing 
Shepley Ward

Cllr Szwed is an Honorary 
Reader in Education and 
has worked in a range of 
educational settings and has 
lived with her family in the 
area for more than 30 years.

Member of 
Communications Group

Representing Shepley Ward
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Highways Cllr Nick Forknell, Lead

A lot has happened in Lickey and 
Blackwell since we published 
our last newsletter. There have 
been multiple road closures or 
restrictions due to a variety of 
works taking place. Residents of 
Blackwell have had to suffer from 
the closure 
of Linthurst 
Newtown 
whilst 
gas pipe 
replacements 
took place.

Traffic lights 
seemed to be 
permanent 
residents on Old Birmingham 
Road above Lickey school for a 
few weeks while a new pavement 
was laid, something which is much 
appreciated by the residents and 
visitors with young children.

The Highways team has made 
decisions on the positioning of 
new planters on the lower part of 
Old Birmingham Road taking into 
account the space available on the 
verges and potential sight lines of 
traffic entering or leaving relevant 

junctions.

Up to date quotes for new 
Speed Indicating Signs (SID) 
on Old Birmingham Road 
have been obtained and an 
order will be placed after 
our October meeting when 
we will know if we need to 
purchase mains powered or 
battery powered units.

A proposal has been submitted, 
following comments from 
residents, to extend the double 
yellow lines at the top of Twatling 
Road and round the corner onto 
Old Birmingham Road. This should 

eliminate a ‘blind spot’ as vehicles 
pull out from Twatling Road and 
also reduce the risks of collision 
due to vehicles parked outside 
Holy Trinity Church.

Bollards were installed on Old 
Birmingham Road to prevent 
residents parking on the verge and 
overall, this scheme has been a 
success.

Thanks to the grants from 
Worcester County Council  
(Cllr Shirley Webb) we are 
installing new planters near Lickey 
Grange and Lickey Rock.

We were pleased to welcome 
our new Cllr Christine Szwed to 
the Communications Group, and 
we have been busy organising 
events.

The Council organised a litter 
pick on 9th April 2022 to 
coincide with the Great British 
Spring Clean. We are grateful 
to Bromsgrove District Council, 
who, like other years, provided 
us with bags and litter pickers. 
Young adults took part in this 
annual event and some of the 
youngsters were surprised how 
much litter they picked in an 
hour.

Communications Group Cllr Bakul Kumar, Lead

3

Photo courtesy of 
Lee Phillips



Planning Committee Cllr Bakul Kumar, Lead

We were pleased to welcome our new Cllr 
David O’Reilly to the Planning committee. It has 
been a busy 6-month period, where we dealt 
with many applications, some of which did not 
meet the standards set by our Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. The Planning Committee has 
continued to meet twice a month and invites 
residents to present their case/concerns with 
regard to any applications.

Throughout the year we have ensured that our 
area has been protected and made a robust 
case for not allowing developments to occur if 
they were not within the guidelines.

The Parish has seen several houses being built 

to high standards. We hope that they have been 
built as eco-friendly homes.

Total number of applications 32

Granted    25
Refused     1
Unknown     3
Withdrawn     3

The breakdown of applications was as follows:

Extensions    21
Garage     2
Replacement dwelling   3

(Unknown and withdrawn applications not included)

Environment 
Group 
Cllr Janet King , Lead

Our contractors have been 
diligent in keeping roads 
clean and removing litter. 
Our Footpath warden Allan 
Postgate 
(pictured 
right) has 
been busy 
clearing 
nettles 
and 
shrubbery 
on many paths, making walks 
for the residents easier.

Billy Path on Linthurst Road 
has been cleared but fly 
tipping on Orchard Walk 
continues to be a problem. 
The Parish Council has 
written to Bromsgrove 
District Council to ensure 
owners of the land are 
instructed to clear the 
rubbish strewn.

Dog fouling continues to be 
an issue on Twatling Road 
and Blackwell. Residents are 
urged to carry bags to clean 
up after their dogs as it can 
be a health hazard. 

Organisation Project Sum Granted

Blackwell  
First School

School history board and 
playground

£500 Yes 

Blackwell  
Community Hall

Part funding 
refurbishment of kitchen 

£500 Yes 

Lickey  
Parochial Church 

Platinum jubilee 
celebrations 

£500 Yes 

Blackwell  
Community Hall 

Install a boiler, heating & 
hot water system 

£500 Yes 

Grant Application form can be downloaded from the Parish Council website.
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Finance Group Cllr Peter Harvey, Lead

We have recently 
completed our annual 
audit and have had no 
issues reported. 

The Parish Council will soon 
be meeting to consider the 
spending priorities and set the 
precept for the next financial 
year. Last year we allocated 
funds for play area updates 
and new Christmas lights, 
which you will be seeing very 
soon. We also have funds 
allocated for community grants 
and have already awarded 
£500 to Blackwell Community 
Hall and other community 
groups as you can see below.

Grants are allowed under 
Section 137 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, which 
empowers the Council to 
spend a proportion of its funds, 
subject to limits, on purposes 
that bring a direct

benefit to the parish or its 
residents. Please contact our 
Executive Officer if you wish 
to find out more or look at our 
website ‘documents’ page for 
our Grant Awarding Policy and 
an application form.

Applications granted for 2022 
are as follows



What is a Lengthsman 
The Lengthsman is a locally employed person who carries out 
maintenance tasks on the Highway as identified by the Parish 
Council. This is a service that we as a Parish control locally but 
is funded by the County Council, one of the many advantages 
of being in a Parish. Our Lengthsman is responsible for clearing 
gullies, removing vegetation which obstructs signs and junction 
visibility splays, negotiating with residents for them to cut back 
hedges overhanging the highway, removal of illegal fly posting 
as well as many other duties.

Our first Lengthswoman! 
We have recently contracted our Lengthsman services to 
Bromsgrove District Council who have provided an excellent 
service so far. Our current Lengthswoman Wendy has recently 
taken over the lead role and, you will see her and her team of 
helpers around the Parish.

Blackwell 
Gentle 
Walk
Blackwell Gentle Walk 
continues to be a success 
story with 10-12 residents 
taking part each week 
led by two volunteer 
walk leaders exploring 
the beautiful 
countryside we 
live in. The walk 
ends at Blackwell 
Community Hall, 
where the tired 
walkers enjoy 
a cup of tea, 
biscuits and most 
importantly, a 
chat.

Norman Parker, 
Volunteer lead 
walker told us, 

 
“The walks are meant 
to satisfy the needs of 
everyone in the group 
and provide a wonderful 
opportunity for social 
interaction”.

Elaine from St Catherines 
Road says, “These walks 
help us to get to know 
people, get exercise, to 
find out about the area and 
enjoy everyone’s company”. 

Why become a 
Parish Councillor?
By becoming a parish 
councillor, you become 
someone your community 
will look to for help, 
guidance, and support. 

Parish councils get involved 
with all the planning 
matters (they are statutory 
consultees), crime prevention, 
managing open spaces and 
campaign for and deliver 
better services and facilities. 

Although parish councils 
have limited powers to 
make decisions, they have 
the ability to negotiate with 
and the power to influence 
organisations such as district 
council and county council 
that do make the final 
decisions.

If you are interested in 
becoming a parish councillor, 
why not attend our council 
meetings (dates are published 
on the parish website) and 
contact our Executive Officer 
to find out more about the 
workings of a council.

We are still looking for entries 
for the Parish Council photo 
competition. Please send 
entries to our Executive 
Officer or post on Facebook 
#LBPCPhotoOfTheMonth

The deadline is Wednesday 9th 
November. Winners will receive 
a copy of the calendar which will 
feature their photograph as one 
of the photos of the month.
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Best Front Garden 
Competition 
(BFG) 2022 
The Council organised our BFG competition during 
the period of June and July 2022. Eight pairs 
of judges (Councillors, District Councillors and 
residents) went around Lickey and Blackwell to look 
at some of the beautiful gardens. The final winners 
were chosen by the Communications Group.  
The prize giving ceremony took place on 10th July  
at the Trinity Church.

The photographs of all the gardens which were entered 
in the competition can be seen on our website.

OUR 2022 WINNERS
Large Garden
1st Prize Mr & Mrs Grimshaw

2nd Prize Mr & Mrs Smith

3rd Prize Dr & Mrs Saini 

Medium/Small Garden
1st Prize Mr Collins

2nd Prize Mr & Mrs Hughes

3rd Prize Mr & Mrs Ball

Community/Commercial Garden
Blackwell Community Garden

Large garden

Medium/
Small garden        

Mr Grimshaw - Large 
Garden Winner

Christmas 
Competition 2022
We are inviting all children in our Parish 
to think about their entry into this year’s 
Christmas competition.

The theme for this year is the Christmas 
Star – the symbol of light and hope.

If you wish to enter, please hand in your 
drawing or painting at your school – 
adding your name and age.

The deadline is Wednesday 30th 
November. Winners will receive a prize, 
with the overall winning entry made 
into our Parish Council Christmas card.

Christmas 
Tree 

Lighting 
with Santa

BLACKWELL The Wheel 
on 

Fri 25th Nov 
at 

5.00 PM
LICKEY 

The Trinity Church 
on 

Sun 27th Nov 
at 

4.00 PM

Mr Collins (Centre) with 
Cllrs O’Reilly and Szwed
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SUMMER 
FESTIVAL
A beautiful sunny day 
was the backdrop for the 
Blackwell Party in 
the Park Summer 
Festival in July. With 
a "Medieval" theme, 
residents were 
entertained by  
re-enactors who showed 
artefacts, displayed and 
explained armoury of 
the time and treated 
the crowd to an archery 
display, finishing with 
firings of their cannon!

The trebuchet firing 
competition saw children 

launching 
the 
"flaming" 
missiles at 
the castle 
battlements 
and ye olde 

stocks proved 
popular for photo 
opportunities!

Following 
previous 

feedback, the 
organisers brought 
in food vendors 
and a bar, and the 
children enjoyed 
the inflatable 
gladiator battle 

arena and bouncy castle, 
resulting in another great 
community day. Courtesy Bromsgrove District Council

MUSIC FESTIVAL
The 2022 Blackwell Music Festival proved to  
really be the best yet for the hundreds who  
attended the event on 10th September. 

Along with the fabulous new stage and 
bigger audience shelter, entertainment for 
the children, a well-stocked licensed bar, 
and range of food vendors to suit all tastes 
provided a fantastic event for the entire 
family, from babies to grandparents. 

Non-stop music from 12 until 9.30pm was 
provided by local high-quality bands and 
performers, who entertained the crowd with 
original tracks, Brazilian dance tunes, soul 
and motown, and a superb headline set which 
was full of brilliant well-known songs that the 
whole family could dance and sing along to. 

A short period of reflection led by Rev Sheri 
Gidney following the loss of Queen Elizabeth II 
saw the audience observe a 2 minute silence, 
followed by an emotional chorus of God Save 
the King. 

The friendly organising committee are now 
looking to plan next year's community events 
and welcome all feedback and suggestions. 

They would also love 
to hear from anyone 
who would like to 
join them, either 
at their monthly 
meetings or as volunteers at the events 
themselves. Whatever time you wish to offer, 
please get in touch. They can be contacted via 
their website: www.blackwellfestival.org

Photos: Keith Woolford and  
'Blue Stage' Emma Westwood
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Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council (Councillors)

Dr Bakul Kumar, Chair  
Linthurst Ward (P & C Lead + E)

32 Mearse Lane Barnt Green  
B45 8HL

07768 991 454 bk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Mr Nick Forknell, Vice Chair Lick-
ey Monument  
(H Lead + C + E)

40 Pine Grove  
Lickey  
B45 8HE

0121 439 9324 nf@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Mrs Anna Boehm 
Linthurst Ward (F +C)

48 Linthurst Newtown  
Blackwell B60 1BS 

0121 445 6659 ab@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Mrs Jill Harvey
Lickey Ward (P+C)

36 Rose Hill  
Lickey B45 8RR 

0121 453 5838 jh@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Mr Peter Harvey Lickey Ward (F) 36 Rose Hill Lickey B45 8RR 0121 453 5838 ph@lickeyandblackwellpc.org  

Ms Bernice Jones
Lickey Grange Ward (F)

264a Old Birmingham Road Lickey B60 1NU 07738 080 444 bj@lickeyandblackwellpc.org  

Mrs Janet King Linthurst Ward (E 
Lead + P) 

110 Linthurst Newtown Blackwell B60 1BS 0121 445 2802 jk@lickeyandblackwellpc.org  

Mr David O’Reilly
Shepley Ward (P) 

7a Twatling Road
Barnt Green B45 8HX 

07786 111 922 do@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Dr Christine Szwed
Shepley Ward (C) 

124 Old Birmingham Road, Marlbrook  
B60 1DH 

07889 213 879 cz@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

Mrs Lisa Winterbourn
Executive Officer
 

Parish office Trinity Centre, Old Birmingham 
Road Lickey B45 8ES
Wednesdays  
10.30 am to 3.30 pm.

07930 837 770 eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 

PC Groups: E= Environment, F = Finance, P = Planning, H= Highways, C= Communications

Bromsgrove District Council 

Council House Parkside, Market Street, B61 8DA 01527 881 288 www.bromsgrove.gov.uk 

Mr. Richard Deeming
Hillside Ward

502 Groveley Lane Cofton Hackett B45 0121 445 3114 r.deeming@bromsgrove.gov.uk 

Ms Helen Jones
Marlbrook Ward 

72 Bourne Avenue, Catshill B61 0NX 07758 103 795 h.jones@bromsgrove.gov.uk 

Mrs Janet King
Lickey Hills Ward 

110 Linthurst Newtown Blackwell B60 1BS 07434 870 419 j.king@bromsgrove.gov.uk 

Worcestershire County Council

Mr Adrian Kriss
Beacon Division

47a Worcester Road, Bromsgrove  
B61 7DN

07973 989 991 akriss@worcestershire.gov.uk

Mr Kit Taylor
Bromsgrove East Division 

22 Brickhouse Lane, Stoke Prior
B60 4LX

01527 879 339 ktaylor@worcestershire.gov.uk

Mrs Shirley Webb
Woodvale Division 

74 Golden Cross Lane
Catshill B61 0LE

01527 882 392 swebb@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Member of Parliament

Mr Sajid Javid House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 01527 872 135 Sajid.javid.mp@parliament.uk 

Community Contacts

Age UK 51 Windsor St Bromsgrove B60 2BJ 01527 570 490 www.ageuk.org.uk 

Blackwell First School St Catherines Rd Blackwell B60 1BN 0121 445 1662 www.blackwellfirstschool.com 

Bromsgrove Library Parkside, Market Street, Bromsgrove B61 8DA 01527 575 855 www.worcestershire.gov.uk/directory_
record/19/bromsgrove_library

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 50 B’ham Rd, Bromsgrove B61 0DD 01527 831 480 www.cabr.org.uk

Lickey Community Group 30 High House Drive, Lickey B45 8ET 0121 445 4619 www.hugofox.com/community/the-
lickey-community-group-18624/home

Lickey Hill Primary School Old Birmingham Road, Lickey B45 8EU 0121 445 4619 www.lickeyhills.worcs.sch.uk

Parish Lengthsman 
Parish Footpath Warden Via Lisa Winterbourn, Executive Officer, LBPC

Police Blackwell 101

Police, Lickey www.westmercia.police.uk

Mrs Lisa Winterbourn 
Executive Officer Lickey and Blackwell Parish Council

Address: Parish Office, Trinity Centre, Lickey B45 8ES
Email: eo@lickeyandblackwellpc.org 
Mob: 07930 837 770

twitter.com/lickeyblackwell 

www.facebook.com/lickeyblackwell

www.instagram.com/lickeyblackwell/


